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Foreword from the Translator

Caodaism was founded in Vietnam in 1925. Fifty years
after its inception, this young religion has been brought
overseas by the Vietnamese diaspora since 1975. Though
not being fully developed at the time, the religion starts
gaining attention from scholars and researchers. As
evidence, the New World Encyclopedia has an entry for
Cao Dai religion, and some universities in the United States
of America, in the European Union, as well as in Australia
incorporate Caodaism in their curricula.

This book provides insight of Caodaism in various aspects
such as religious organization, constitution, rites, prayers,
and practice. Especially, it deciphers the intricate
terminologies frequently used in Cao Dai teaching to help
readers, researchers, followers, and/or believers in their
quest for knowledge of this religion.

In addition, to facilitate the language transition of the
Vietnamese diaspora, the Vietnamese original text is
appended at the end of this English-translated book for
convenience. The translator would like to thank the
Organization for Preaching the Doctrine of the Great Way
(the OPD) for granting her permission to translate and
incorporate Cao Pai Van Pap (1% Edition, 2010) into this
book.

We hope the readers find some useful points in this book to
apply in their daily activities and transform the world into
a peaceful and caring home for mankind.

Diéu Pirc (Tran Anh-Tuyét)

On the Anniversary of

The Inauguration of the Great Way
Mau Tudt year (2018)
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INTRODUCTION

Caodaism is a new religion, founded by God at the beginning
of the twentieth century in Vietnam. Compared to other
orthodox religions such as Buddhism or Catholicism,
Caodaism is still in its infancy. Nevertheless, Cao Dai
scriptures and holy teachings have been widespread over the
decades since the commencement of this religion.

In At Ty year (1965), God assigned Co Quan Phd Théng
Gido Ly Pai Pao (the Organization for Preaching the
Doctrine of the Great Way, OPD) to elucidate the doctrine
of the Great Way based on the teaching in Cao Dai
scriptures.

One of the OPD publications is the booklet Cao Pai Vin
Dap (Caodaism: Frequently Asked Questions) that briefly
introduces this religion by providing fundamental
information on the religious constitution.

The book was approved for publication by Hoi DPong Nghién
Cuu Gido Ly (the Council for Doctrinal Studies) at the OPD
after being carefully revised. Yet it may be further improved
by the reader’s constructive comments and assessments.

We hope the readers find this booklet useful for their
research and/or exploration of Caodaism.

Winter Solstice of Ky Mdo year (1999)

On behalf of the OPD Standing Committee
Hiép Ly Minh bao

Chi Hung
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PREFACE

The booklet Caodaism: Frequently Asked Questions is a
collective work of Van Hoa Vu (Department of Cultural
Affairs) at Co Quan Pho Théng Gido Ly Pai Pao (the
Organization for Preaching the Doctrine of the Great Way,
OPD) to introduce Caodaism in a simple but concise fashion.

The question-and-answer format would facilitate the
readers’ understanding of the essential constituents of
Caodaism through the following sections:

I. A Brief History

I1. The Constitutional Organization
[1l. Goals and Credo

IV. Rituals and Worship Methods
V. The Basic Teaching

VI. The Practice

With its seventy-two questions and answers, the book cannot
introduce all the details, contents and forms, of Caodaism.
But it will at least provide some solid background for the
frequently asked questions of Caodaism.

We appreciate all the comments and/or suggestions to
improve this book for its next edition.

The Editorial Board
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I. ABRIEF HISTORY OF CAODAISM

1. Who founded Caodaism?

CaoDaism was founded in Vietnam at the beginning of the
twentieth century by Cao Dai God, i.e., Jade Emperor
Supreme God,! and its initiation took place essentially
through the following events:

— At the beginning of the year 1921, God manifested
in spiritual invocation to name Himself for the first time as
“Cao Dai Tién Ong Pai B6 Tat Ma Ha Tat” (“Cao Dai
Immortal Great Bodhisattva Mahasattva”) and officially
accepted Ngd Van Chiéu as his first disciple.

— On December 16, 1925 (i.e., the first day of the
eleventh month of At Siru year), the three gentlemen Cao
Quynh Cu, Pham Cong Tic, and Cao Hoai Sang set up the
altar for L& Vong Thién Cau DPao (the Outdoor Ceremony to
Implore for the Way). Then, on December 19, 1925, God
descended in the invocation séance to congratulate them as
follows:

What a joy in getting into the Way of Cao Dai!

At night of Christmas Eve of the year 1925, God descended
in the séance and taught:

Jade Emperor Supreme God Cao Dai Immortal
Great Bodhisattva Mahasattva, teaching the
Way to the South.

I am the eternal authority.
Self-cultivate willfully to enjoy My favor,

1 He is also the Lord of Christianity, Jehovah of Judaism, or Allah of
Islam.
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Spread the miraculous Way globally,
For your legacy to last eternally.?

Therefore, Caodaism was founded by Jade Emperor
Supreme God, i.e., Cao Dai Immortal Great Bodhisattva
Mahasattva.

2. Who is the first disciple of Cao Dai God?

As stated above (refer to question one), the first disciple of
Cao Dai God 1s Mr. Ng6 Van Chi€u (honored as Ngo6 Minh
Chiéu by Chiéu Minh disciples), based on the following
historical facts:

— At the beginning of the year 1920, in an invocation
séance held at Mr. Ngd’s residence in Tan An (currently,
Long An province), a Divine Being descended and identified
himself as Cao Pai Tién Ong (Cao Dai Immortal). The name
had never been heard before.

— In the Mid-Autumn Festival of Canh Than year,
(September 16, 1920), this name was revealed again to Mr.
Ng6 through to the following holy verse:

Cao Dai minh nguyét Ngé Vin Chiéu,

Linh lung van héc thé quang diéu.’

2Toa Thanh Tay Ninh (1973). Thanh Ngén Hiép Tuyén, g.1, tr. 5. In H.
B. and H. B. (Trans.) Collection of Selected CaoDai Holy Messages
(p. 24, Séance on Christmas 1925). Norfolk, Virginia: CreateSpace,
2015.

3 Excerpt from Lich Sir Quan Phii Ng6 Vin Chiéu, Cao Pai Chiéu
Minh V6 Vi Tam Thanh, Sai Gon 1962.

Translator’s note: The two verses are the first lines of a stanza that
combines the names of Mr. Ng6 and all other séance participants.
They can be translated as:

Cao Dai radiates on Ngb Van Chiéu
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— Then on Pht Qudc island in early 1921, Cao Dai
God officially admitted Mr. Ngo Van Chiéu as his first
disciple.

3. Where and when was Caodaism officially
inaugurated?

Caodaism was proclaimed to the government* on the first
day of the ninth month of Binh Dan year (October 7, 1926),
after the first disciples of God met and prepared the
Declaration of the Way on the twenty-third day of the eighth
month of Binh Déan year (September 29, 1926). Then less
than two months later, the Inauguration of the Great Way
took place and was witnessed by government officials and
the mass public on the fifteenth day of the tenth month of
Binh Dan year (November 19, 1926). In the Inauguration
Ceremony, God appointed dignitaries and bestowed the
Constitution of the Great Way for the Third Universal
Salvation.

Since then, Caodaism has been an authentic religion, namely
The Great Way for the Third Universal Salvation,
worshipping God and Divine Beings.® It consists of a well-
established sacerdotal organization at the Holy See to
administer the entire religious system. It also has canonical
codes and scriptures to preach the credo, goals, and Cao Dai
doctrine. In addition, it encompasses both the exotericism
and esotericism, comprising a multitude of churches with the
network of holy houses and domestic as well as overseas
disciples.

To make his spirit shimmer and shine.
* Mr. Le Fol, Governor of Cochinchina.

® Translator’s note: “Divine Beings” is a general term to indicate all
buddhas, immortals, saints, and deities.
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4. What are some important historical sites and events
at the embryonic stage of Caodaism?

4.1) Duwong Péng in Phii Quoc Province: It was the
site where Mr. Ng6 Minh Chiéu became the first disciple of
Cao Dai God at Quan Am Pagoda on the New Year’s Day
of Tan Dau year (February 8, 1921). It was also there that
Mr. Ngo Minh Chiéu first saw the spectacle of the Divine
Eye on the thirteenth day of the third month of Tan Dau year
(April 20, 1921) that has been used as the worship symbol in
Caodaism.

(Translator’s note: Please refer to answer 2 and 8.9 for related
information.)

4.2) Vinh Nguyén Tw: Located in Can Giudc district,
in Long An Province, this pagoda originally belonged to
Minh Puong Branch and was established by Thai Lao Su Lé
Dao Long. On March 4, 1926, Caodaist Pioneers, upon the
divine order, came to organize an invocation séance for Mr.
Lé Pao Long (attaining the divine nomination as Nhu 'Y Pao
Thoan Chon Nhon), to manifest and advise his disciples to
convert to Caodaism. God chose this pagoda as the site to
receive his first devoted disciples and entrust them with the
mission of preaching Caodaism.

This site is also where God bestowed scriptures and
canonical codes in the embryonic stage of Caodaism.

(Translator’s note: Please refer to answer 11.8 for related information.)

4.3) The event of drafting To Khai Dao (the
Declaration of the Way): On the twenty-third day of the
eighth month of Binh Dan year (September 29, 1926), upon
the divine order, Caodaist Pioneers and over 200 disciples
gathered in Mr. Nguyén Vin Tudng’s residence at 237 bis
Galliéni Street, Saigon (currently, Tran Hung Pao Street,
District 1) to prepare the Declaration of the Way that was
then presented to the French authorities.
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Since 1938, the anniversary of this declaration had been held
at Cau Kho Holy House. But recently, Nam Thanh Holy
House, at 124-126 Nguyén Cu Trinh Street, District 1, H6
Chi Minh City, has continued this tradition by organizing the
commemoration on the twenty-third day of the eighth month
every lunar year.

4.4) Thién Lam Tu pagoda (i.e., Tir Lam Tw pagoda):
The pagoda was in Go Kén (currently, Long Thanh Trung
Village, Hoa Thanh District, Tay Ninh Province). God chose
this site for the Inauguration of the Great Way on the
fifteenth day of the tenth month of Binh Dan year
(November 19, 1926) in the witness of the mass public. In
1927 Cao Dai Church built a holy house also in Long Thanh
Village, which is the current Tay Ninh Holy See. In July
1926, Cao Dai God taught:

Jade Emperor Supreme God Cao Dai Immortal
Great Bodhisattva Mahasattva, preaching the
Way in the South.

Children! Listen to your Master.

Wherever [ reside should be the holy land...
Thus, it is Long Thanh village. You should not
Worry...

You should unite with each other to make the
Holy See perfect. Everything should be focused
on and for this Tay Ninh Holy See only.®

8 Toa Thanh Tay Ninh (1973). Thanh Ngén Hiép Tuyén, q.1, tr. 98. In
H. B. and H. B. (Trans.) Collection of Selected CaoDai Holy Messages
(p. 143, Séance in February 1927). Norfolk, Virginia: CreateSpace,
2015.
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5. When was the Tay Ninh Holy See built and who
initiated it?

Originally, the main temple was simply built as a thatched
cottage in 1927. Then in 1932 it was rebuilt with a concrete
foundation and passed through many construction phases
before being completed in 1953.

The first dignitaries of the Cao Dai Church, such as Pham
Cong Tic, Cao Quynh Cu, Nguyén Ngoc Tho, Nguyén
Ngoc Tuong, and Lam Huong Thanh, all took directives in
the reclamation of wild land and forest as well as the
construction plans of the Holy See.

In addition, according to the principle of God-Man Union in
Cao Dai teaching, the construction of the Holy See was
obviously result of the cooperation between human effort
and God’s will.

6. What is the meaning of the name Pgi Pao Tam Ky Phé
D¢ (The Great Way for the Third Universal Salvation)?

Dai DPao (the Great Way) is the universal principle for all
religions, the common path that every religion should follow
to renovate society and liberate human spirit.

Tam Ky Phé D¢ (the Third Universal Salvation) is the
salvation of the entire mankind for the third time,
corresponding to the present time. (In the first salvation,
which is in the Ancient Age, the Messiahs such as Fuxi, and
Moses came to the world. In the second salvation,
Shakyamuni Buddha, Laozi, Confucius, Jesus Christ, and
Mohammed came to the world to save mankind).

Pai Pao Tam Ky Phé D6 (The Great Way for the Third
Universal Salvation) is the Way founded by God in the third
salvation — based on the prinicples Return the Three
Religions to the origin and All religions are of the same truth
— to lead mankind through the evolution in temporal aspect
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(building a humane, peaceful, and progressive life) as well
as in spiritual aspect (aspiring toward the goodness and
having faith in God). The Way opened in this third era is the
final salvation, concluding a grand cycle of the universe.
Hence, its goal is Harmony in the Temporal Way,
Deliverance in the Spiritual Way to save all human beings
and forgive awakened people.

Pai Dao Tam Ky Phé DY (The Great Way for The Third
Universal Salvation) has its short name Pao Cao Pai
(Caodaism).

7. What does Cao Dai mean?

— Cao Dai literally means a tall tower or high palace,
alluding to the apex of the universe, the ultimate point of
evolution for all beings.

— Cao Bai 1s God’s assumed name when He initiates
the Way for this Third Universal Salvation to emphasize that
He Himself has come to lead mankind back to their highest
origin. That is back to God.

— Cao Dai is also the spiritual culmination in human
body. In esoteric teaching it is called Né Huon Cung (the
Nirvana Chamber)’, situated in the brain. Through it, one can
communicate and unite with God, i.e., the Cao Dai of the
universe.

This great name can be found right at the first page of Thanh
Ngon Hiép Tuyen in the early days of Caodaism as follows:

" Translator’s note: The Nirvana Chamber is the ni-wan or mud-pill,
the human head crown. In the symbolic language of Taoist Inner
Alchemy, mud-pill refers to the acupuncture point Bai Hui (GV20),
located at the top of the head. Ni wan is the mystic energy point
situated in the center of the brain, at the intercept between the line
connecting two ears and the one connecting the nape to the midpoint
of the two eyebrows.
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Jade Emperor Supreme God, namely, Cao Dai Immortal
Great Bodhisattva Mahasattva, teaching the Way in the
South.®

Besides, in Thanh Ngén Hiép Tuyén, a holy teaching in
French language on the twenty-sixth day of the fourth month
of Binh Dén year (June 8, 1926) reveals the sacred name as
follows: Cao Dai, Le Trés Haut (Cao Dai, the Highest)®

The Holy Message in French language on October 28", 1926
also stated: Dieu Tout Puissant qui vient sous le nom de
Cao Dai (the Omnipotent God who comes under the name
of Cao Pai).

Through such naming, Cao Dai God revealed He Himself is
Jade Emperor Supreme God.

Cao Dbai teaching also explains that the name “Cao Pai Tién
Ong Pai B6 Tat Ma Ha Tat” (“Cao Pai Immortal Great
Bodhisattva Mahasattva™) is to emphazize the credo of the
Third Universal Salvation: Return the Three Religions to the
origin as follows:

Cao Dai signifies Confucianism

& Toa Thanh Tay Ninh (1973). Thanh Ngon Hiép Tuyén, g.1, tr. 98. In
H. B. and H. B. (Trans.) Collection of Selected CaoDai Holy Messages
(p. 24, Séance on Christmas 1925). Norfolk, Virginia: CreateSpace,
2015.

® Toa Thénh Tay Ninh (1973). Thanh Ngén Hiép Tuyén, ¢.1, tr. 23. In
H. B. and H. B. (Trans.) Collection of Selected CaoDai Holy Messages
(p. 143, Séance on the twenty-sixth day of the fourth month of Binh
Dan year, i.e., Tuesday, June 8, 1926). Norfolk, Virginia:
CreateSpace, 2015.

10 Toa Thanh Tay Ninh (1973). Thanh Ngon Hiép Tuyén, g.1, tr. 55. In
H. B. and H. B. (Trans.) Collection of Selected CaoDai Holy Messages
(p. 87, Séance on the eighteenth day of the ninth month of Binh Dan
year, i.e., Otc. 26, 1926). Norfolk, Virginia: CreateSpace, 2015.
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Tién Ong signifies Taoism
Pai Bo Tat Ma Ha Tét signifies Buddhism.

8. How many Ho¢i Thanh (Churches) are there in
Caodaism?

The following Hoi Thanh (Churches) are evolved through
the historical mainstream of Caodaism:

8.1) The Tay Ninh Church: This is the first Caodaist
Church, officially established by Cao Dai God right in the
Inauguration Ceremony of the Great Way on the fifteenth
day of the tenth month of Binh Dan year (November 19,
1926), and at the same time as the promulgation of the
religious Constitution.

Tay Ninh Church is headquartered at the Holy See in Long
Thanh village, Phu Khuong district, Tay Ninh province. Mr.
Pau Su Thuong Trung Nhut (born Lé Vin Trung) was
appointed to preside the Tay Ninh Holy See on April 15,
1928 and was entitled Interim Giao Téng of the Temporal
Matters by Decree numbered Two dated on the third day of
the tenth month of Canh Ngo year (1930). Mr. H§ Phap
Pham Cong Tic presided Hiép Thién Pai since the
Inauguration of the Way. Cao Pai Tay Ninh Church
comprises 333 holy houses and 110 shrines of Divine
Mother, scattered in thirty-two provinces and towns.

The current address of the Holy See is in Hoa Thanh town,
Hoa Thanh district, Tay Ninh province.

(Translator’s note: Please refer to answer 11.2 for related information.)

8.2) Minh Chon Ly Church: Presided by Mr. Phbi Su
Thai Ca Thanh. He established Binh Tudng Church at Cau
V¥, My Tho (Tién Giang) in 1930. They modified the
worship practice as well as prayers. Presently, this church is
named HOi Thanh Cao Dai Chon Ly, located in My An
Hamlet, My Phong Village, My Tho (Tién Giang) Province.
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8.3) Tién Thién Church: Cao Dai Tién Thién Church
is presided by Thdt Thdanh (the Seven Saints) and Thdat Hién
(the Seven Sages). In a séance at Thién Thai House of
Meditation,'! Déng Thép province, on the thirteenth day of
the eighth month of Pinh Mao year (1927), God ordained
the following dignitaries, whose ranks were Chuong Phap
and Dau Su, as That Thanh (the Seven Saints):

- Phan Van Tong

-Lé Kim Ty

- Nguyén Hiru Chinh

- Nguyén Thé Hién

- Tran Loi

- Nguyén Btru Tai

- Nguyén Tén Hoai
and That hién (the Seven Sages), i.e., the seven dignitaries
whose ranks were Phoi su. They formed Hoi Thanh Tién
Thién Dai Pao Tam Ky Pho D¢ (the Tién Thién Church of

the Great Way for the Third Universal Salvation) or briefly,
Ho1 Thanh Tién Thién (Tién Thién Church).

Its Chau Minh Headquarter Temple is currently in Tién Thiy
Village, Chau Thanh District, Bén Tre Province. Tién Thién
Church consists of 127 houses of meditation scattered in
fifteen provinces and towns.

8.4) Minh Chon Dgo Church: Founded in 1932 by
Mr. Ngoc Chuong Phap Tran Pao Quang in coordination
with gentlemen Cao Triéu Phat and Phan Vin Thiéu at
Giong Bém, Bac Liéu province. The headquarter temple
Ngoc Sic, previously established at Ngoc Sac Holy House,

1 ACCOI’ding to Luoc Str Dao Cao Dai Tién Thién Dai Pao Tam Ky
Pho D¢ - Ban Tin Su.
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is currently located in X6m S& Hamlet, HO Thi Ky Village,
Théi Binh District, Ca Mau Province. The church consists
of forty-seven holy houses distributed in four provinces, but
the majority is in Ca Mau province (twenty-three houses).

8.5) Ban Chinh Bao Church: Founded in 1934 at An
Ho1 Holy House, Truong Dinh Street, Ward 6 of Bén Tre
Town by Mr. Interim Thuong Pau Su Nguyén Ngoc Tuong
in coordination with Mr. Interim Ngoc Dau Su L& Bé Trang.
Currently, Ban Chinh Pao Church consists of 251 holy
houses scattered in twenty-five provinces and towns, the
majority of which is in Bén Tre province (sixty-one holy
houses).

8.6) Bach Y Lién Poan Chon Ly Church: Its
headquarter temple Ngoc Kinh was established in 1936 at
Mong Tho Holy House, Kién Giang Province by gentlemen
Truong Minh Tong and T6 Btru Tai. Mr. T6 Buru Tai was
divinely ordained as Ngoc Pau Su to manage Bach Y
Church. Its current address is in Hoa An Hamlet, Mong Tho
B Village, Chau Thanh District, Kién Giang Province.

8.7) Truyén Gido Cao Pai Church: It was established
by Caodaist leaders in Central Vietnam on the first day of
the sixth month of Binh Than year (July 8, 1956), and
headquartered at Trung Hung Btru Toa, 63 Hai Phong Street,
Pa Néing Town. Mr. Phbi Su Hué Luong (born Tran Vin
Qué, 1902 - 1980) was Chief Officer of this church.

8.8) Cao Pai Cau Kho Tam Quan Church: Around
1927, the two gentlemen Nguyén Hiru Phuong and Nguyén
Hitu Hao from Binh Dinh province came to Sai Gon to be
initiated at Cau Kho Holy House. Then they returned to their
hometown to build Cao Pai Holy House at the place which
originally was Mr. Phan Boi’s residence in Hoai Nhon
District, Binh Dinh Province. On the fifteenth day of the
second month of Mau Dan year (1938), the inauguration
ceremony for Thanh That Trung Uong (the Headquarter
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Holy House) was held in Tam Quan Village, Hoai Nhon
District, Binh Dinh Province.

In 1959, Hoi Thanh Trung Uong Trung Viét Tam Quan
(Tam Quan Headquarter Church of Central Vietnam) was
formed in Binh Dinh. Its current name is Ho1 Thanh Cao Pai
Cau Kho Tam Quan (The Cao Pai Church at Cau Kho-Tam
Quan).

8.9) Cao Pai Chiéu Minh V6 Vi Tam Thanh:
Disciples of Mr. Ngdé Minh Chiéu, following his teaching,
do not establish any holy house or church. They quietly
practice the esoteric method that Mr. Ngé Minh Chiéu
passed on (after he had practiced it under the direct guidance
of Cao Pai God in Phu Quéc since 1921).

After Mr. Ng6 Minh Chiéu’s passing on the thirteenth day
of the third month of Nhadm Than year (April 18, 1932), his
disciples established T6 Pinh Chiéu Minh (Chiéu Minh
Patriach Hall), i.e., Thanh Ptric T6 Dinh Chiéu Minh V6 Vi
Tam Thanh at 264 on the 30"-of-April Street, Can Tho
Town, to commemorate the anniversaries of Mr. Ngo’s
passing.

Cao Pai Chiéu Minh disciples establish local invocation
houses where they gather to teach each other the esoteric
method and practice self-cultivation together.

8.10) Cao Padi Chiéu Minh Long Chdu Church:
Founded in 1956, the Church was presided by Mr. Nguyén
Van Ty, holy name Thién Huyén Tam, entitled as Head of
Cuu Trung Pai (House of Nine Spheres); Mr. Lé Hiru Loc,
holy name Ngoc Minh Khai, as Chon su Hiép Thién Dai
(Master of House of Communion with God); and Mrs. Tu
Ly, as Head of the Female Order. Long Chau Church is in
Tan Pht Thanh Village, Chau Thanh A District, Can Tho
Province, and consists of over twenty houses of meditation.
Cao Pai Chiéu Minh Long Chau Church advocates the
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concurrent practice of exoteric propagation and esoteric self-
cultivation. The church comprises sixteen houses of
meditation and a hall of meditation, the majority of which is
grouped in Can Tho province (twelve houses).

9. Is Co Quan Phdé Théng Gido Ly Dai Dao (the
Organization for Preaching the Doctrine of the Great
Way) a Cao Dai Church?

Co Quan Ph6 Thong Giao Ly Pai Pao (the Organization for
Preaching the Doctrine of the Great Way, acronym the OPD)
was officially opened on the New Year’s Day of At Ty year
(February 15, 1965). It is currently located at 171B Céng
Quynh Street, District I, HO Chi Minh City. Entrusted by
God, its mission is to contribute to the spiritual unity of the
Way based on the one pure and unique doctrine of the Great
Way.

In constitutional terms, the OPD does not establish any
church or holy houses, and neither does it receive disciples.
It consists of a Standing Committee and a few disciples
working in subordinate departments and/or offices.

The OPD credo and goals are fully expressed by God in His
coaching statement as follows:

Co Quan Phé Théng Gido Ly Pai Pao is not a
Church. Neither does it belong to any individual
or any collective. It should belong to the Way, as
a bridge to foster fraternity, a transceiver of
dynamic energy to promote the doctrinal unity,
I.e., the spiritual unity, so that all of you,
children, will meet each other, come into the one
point, understand and practice the true method
of the Great Way.*?

"2 Séance at Thién Ly Dan on the fourteenth day of the first month of
At Ty year (February 15,1965).
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10. What are the similarities and differences among the
Cao Dai Churches?

* Similarities:
— They all believe that God Himself has come to this

world to found Caodaism to save mankind the third time in
the era of decadence.

— They all recite God’s name as Nam Mo Cao Dai
Tién Ong Dai Bo Tat Ma Ha Tat.

— They all worship the Divine Eye, the Founders of
the Three Religions, the Three Divine Governors, and
Representatives of the Five Religious Branches.

— They all observe Phdp Chdnh Truyén (Cao Dai
Constitution) and 7an Ludt (the New Codes of Cao Dai).

— They all submit to the title of the Great Way for the
Third Universal Salvation, sharing the credo and goals of the
Great Way.

— They all receive the guidance and teaching from
Divine Beings via spiritual invocation.

— They all use the same tricolored flag (red, blue,
yellow).

— Disciples wear the same religious costumes: the
white 4o dai (Vietnamese robes) with black headdress for
male disciples (Vietnamese traditional costumes).

— They all comprise both esoteric and exoteric
practice.

* Several differences in forms or formats such as:
— Ceremonial costumes.

— Some ritual changes regarding the daily prayers (the
Three Offering Prayers), and funeral prayers.
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— Chiéu Minh has no exoteric church. It specializes
in esoteric meditation method passed on and guided by Mr.
Ngb Minh Chiéu.

(Translator’s note: Please refer to answer 8.9 for related information.)
11. Who are the first disciples of Cao Dai God?

They are as follows:

11.1) Mr. Ng6 Van Chiéu was accepted as the first
disciple of Cao Dai God on the New Year’s Day of Tan Déu
year (February 8, 1921) on Pha Quoc Island.

He was also the first esoteric disciple, blessed by receiving
the teaching directly from God through invocation séances.

He passed on the esoteric method to his disciples, who also

persistantly practice it and are collectively called Chiéu
Minh V6 Vi Tam Thanh “Church”.

He passed away on the thirteenth day of the third month of
Nh&m Thén year (April 19, 1932).

(Translator’s note: Please refer to answers 2, 4.1, 8.9, and 10 for related
information.)

11.2) Mr. Lé Van Trung (1875-1934) was accepted to
be a disciple of Cao Dai God on the fifth day of the twelfth
month of At Stru year (January 18, 1926) and was ordained
as Pau Su Thuong Trung Nhut on the fifteenth day of the
third month of Binh Dan year (April 26, 1926). Then he was
promoted Interim Gido Tong at Tay Ninh Holy See on the
thirtieth day of the tenth month of Canh Ngo year (1930) to
serve as Head of Ctru Trung Dai (House of Nine Spheres) of
Tay Ninh Church.

He passed away on the thirteenth day of the tenth month of
Giap Tuat year (November 19,1934).

(Translator’s note: Please refer to answer 8.1 for related information.)

11.3) Mr. Pham Céng Tdc (1890 -1959) was accepted
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to be disciple of Cao Dai God on the ninth day of the
eleventh month of At Stru year (December 24, 1926), and
was divinely appointed Ho Phap on the fifteenth day of the
third month of Binh Dén year (April 26, 1926) to serve as
Head of Hiép Thién Pai (House of Communion with God)
at Tay Ninh Holy See.

He passed away on the tenth day of the fourth month of Ky
Hoi year (May 17, 1959) in Phnom-Penh (Cambodia).

11.4) Mr. Cao Quynh Cu (1888 -1929) was accepted
to be disciple of Cao Dai God on the ninth day of the
eleventh month of At Stru year (December 24, 1925), and
was divinely appointed Thuong Pham in Hiép Thién Pai
(House of Communion with God) at Tay Ninh Holy See on
the fifteenth day of the third month of Binh Dan year (April
26, 1926).

He passed away on the first day of the third month of Ky Ty
year (April 10, 1929).

11.5) Mr. Cao Hoai Sang (1901-1971) was admitted
a disciple of Cao Dai God on the ninth day of the eleventh
month of At Stru year (December 24, 1925),'3 and was
divinely appointed Thugng Sanh in Hi€p Thién Dai (House
of Communion with God) at Tay Ninh Holy See on the
fifteenth day of the third month of Binh Dan year (April 26,

13 |n an invocation séance the gentlemen Pham Céng Téc, Cao Quynh
Cu, and Cao Hoai Sang received an order from an Immortal named
AAA to organize “the Outdoor Ceremony to Implore for the Way” in
the first night of the eleventh month of At Stru year (December 16,
1925). Then in the séance at night of Christmas Eve, 1925 (the ninth
day of the eleventh month of At Stru year) it was the first time Cao
bai God revealed his full and assumed name: Ngoc Hoang Thuong
Pé viét Cao Pai Tién Ong Pai Bo Tat Ma Ha Tdt Gido Pao Nam
Phuong (Jade Emperor, namely, Cao Dai Immortal Great
Bodhisattva Mahasattva) and called the gentlemen My three disciples.
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1926).

He passed away on the twenty-sixth day of the third month
of Tan Hoi year (April 24, 1971).

11.6) Mr. Vieong Quan Ky (1880 -1939) became one
of the first disciples of Cao Dai God who was under the
guidance of Mr. Ngd Minh Chiéu. He set up the altar at home
in 1924 to worship the Divine Eye drawn by Mr. Ng6. (But
he did not receive or practice the meditation method). Mr.
Vuong was the liaison between Mr. Ng6 and the Exoteric
Group, comprising the gentlemen Pham Céng Tac, Cao Hoai
Sang, Cao Quynh Cu, Poan Vin Ban, Nguyén Vin Hoai,
V0 Van Sang, and Lé Van Trung.

11.7) Mr. Nguyén Ngoc Twong (1881-1951) had been
the District Chief of Can Giudc and a disciple of Minh Su
Branch Dbefore joining Caodaism. He was guided by
gentlemen Lé Vin Trung, Pham Cong Tic, and Cao Quynh
Cu who came to Can Giudc to convert him to Caodaism. On
the seventeenth day of the fifth month of Binh Dan year
(1926), he was divinely appointed Phdi Su phai Thuong,
holy name Thuong Tuong Thanh. He was promoted as
Thuong Chanh Phdi Su in a séance at Vinh Nguyén Ty
pagoda on the third day of the seventh month of Binh Dan
year. Upon God’s instruction, in 1930 he renounced secular
life to entirely devote himself in religious duties at Tay Ninh
Holy See.

11.8) Mr. Lé Van Lich (1890 -1947) formerly had
been the Abbot of Vinh Nguyén Ty pagoda, in Long An
Village, Can Giudc District, Long An Province (which was
established by his father, Thai Lo Su Lé Pao Long of Minh
Duong Branch).

At the beginning of Binh Dan year (1926), gentlemen Pham
Cong Tac, Cao Quynh Cu, Cao Hoai Sang, and Nguyén
Ngoc Tuong came to Vinh Nguyén Ty pagoda and asked for
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permission to organize an invocation séance. In this séance,
Théi L&o Su Lé Pao Long, who had acceded to the divine
nomination Nhu Y Pao Thoan Chon Nhon, recommended
Mr. Lé Van Lich and family members to convert to
Caodaism. On the fifteenth day of the third month of Binh
Dan year, God appointed Mr. Lé Vian Lich as Ngoc Pau Su,
holy name Ngoc Lich Nguyét.

(Translator’s note: Please refer to answer 4.2 for related information.)

11.9) Mr. Truwong Hutu DPuc (1890 -1976) was
divinely appointed Tién Dao Pho Co Dao St on the fifteenth
day of the third month of Binh Dan year (April 26, 1926).

On the twelfth day of the first month of Dinh Mao year
(February 13, 1927), he was divinely appointed Hién Phap
(in Hi€p Thién Dai) of Tay Ninh Holy See. In 1955, he sold
all his properties and moved to the Holy See to fully focus
in religious practice.

On the twenty-first day of the fifth month of Tan Hoi year
(1971), he was appointed Interim Chudng Quan Hiép Thién
bai of Tay Ninh Holy See.

Mr. Truong Hitu Durc passed away on the fifteenth day of
the twelfth month of At Mio year (January 15,1976) at age
87.

11.10) Mr. Ly Trong Qui (H6 Vinh Qui) (1872 -
1945)

11.11) Mr. Lé Van Giang (1883 - 1932)
11.12) Mr. V6 Van Sang, i.e., Phén Sang.
11.13) Mr. Nguyén Vin Hodi, i.e., Phan Hoai.

11.14) Mr Nguyén Trung Hau (1892-1961) was
admitted as disciple of Cao Dai God at the end of the year
1925. He was divinely appointed Tién Dao Pho Co Dao Si
on the fifteenth day of the third month of Binh Dan year
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(April 26, 1926), and was promoted to Bao Phap (in Hiép
Thién bai).
Formerly he had been editor for the magazine “La Revue

Caodaiste” (1930-1931) and the monthly journal “Dai
Dong” (the Great Harmony) of Lién Hoa Tong Hoi (1932).

In 1957, he was Manager of Hanh Duong (the School of
Conduct) teaching L.é¢ Sanh and Gido Hiru at Tay Ninh Holy
See.

He passed away on the seventh day of the ninth month of
Tan Stru year (October 16, 1961) at his private residence.
His remains were re-interred at Tay Ninh Holy See on the
seventh day of the ninth month of Giap Déan year (October
21, 1974).

11.15) Mr. Poan Van Ban formerly had been the
schoolmaster of Cau Kho Elementary School (presently
Tran Hung Pao High School on Trin Hung Dao Street,
District 1, Ho Chi Minh City). He was awakened after being
invited by Mr. Vuong Quan Ky to attend invocation séances.
Taking Mr. Vuong’s advice, he offered his house to be used
as an invocation site (at the end of year 1925). Since then,
this place has become Cau Kho Holy House.'*

14 In the séance at night of the New Year’s Eve of Binh Dén year, Cao
bai God gave a poem calling the names of all his first disciples as
follows:

Chiéu, Ky, Trung dj dan Hoai sanh,
Bdan dao khai Sang, Qui, Gidng, thanh;
Hdu, Dire, Tic, Cw thién dia canh,
Quon Minh Man dao thu dai danh.
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Il. THE CONSTITUTIONAL
ORGANIZATION

12. What is Phdp Chdnh Truyén (the Constitution)?

Phdp Chdnh Truyén (the Constitution) is the document
containing holy teachings that God bestowed through
invocation séances in the Ceremony to Inaugurate the Great
Way on the sixteenth day of the tenth month of Binh Dan
year (November 20, 1926) at Tir Laim Ty pagoda (i.e., Thién
Lam Tu pagoda, or GO Kén Pagoda), Tay Ninh Province.
Phap Chanh Truyén lists all the dignitary ranks constituting
the Church of the Great Way for the Third Universal
Salvation along with their responsibities and authorities, as
well as the rules of nomination and promotion for each rank.
Phap Chanh Truyén is the Cao Dai Constitution to confer the
mechanism of law making, law enforcement, leadership
direction, and adept management.

13. What is Tdn Ludt (the New Codes)?

Tan Ludt (the New Codes) is the religious codes enacted by
Caodaist Pioneers based on Cao Dai God’s holy teachings
and the ancient religious laws. The New Codes was approved
by God via invocation and promulgated in 1927.

Téan Luat consists of three main parts:
Pao Phéap (The Sacerdotal Law)
Thé Luat (The Temporal Law)
Tinh That (The Hall of Meditation)

a. Pao Phap (The Sacerdotal Law) encompasses the
organizational mechanism of the religion, the precepts, the
instructional methods, and the religious sanctions. It
comprises eight chapters with thirt-two articles, in which
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Chapter One on The Governing Dignitaries is completely
extracted from Phap Chanh Truyén with some additional
explanations.

b. Thé Ludt (The Temporal Law) discusses the
adept’s virtues and secular activities such as marriage,
funeral, mutual support, career, and child education. It
consists of twenty-four articles.

c. Tinh That (The Hall of Meditation) regulates the
qualifications for adepts to enter a hall of meditation and
practice meditation methods. This part also sets rules for
adepts in the hall of meditation to maintain peace and
serenity for their own progression. It consists of eight
articles.

14. What is the fundamental organization of Caodaism?

Caodaism is organized as follows:

— Bat Quai Pai (the Octagonal House of Divinities)
is the invisible part of the religion.

— Hiép Thién Pai (the House of Communion with
God) is the semi-invisible and semi-visible part of the
religion. (Please refer to Appendix section on Phap Chanh
Truyén of Hiép Thién Dai).

— Cuu Trung Dai (the House of Nine Spheres) is the
visible part of the religion.

Together the three Houses form the Holy Body of God.

Phap Chanh Truyén (the Constitution) and Tan Luét (the
New Codes) set rules on the organization of Caodaism.

15. What are the authorities of Bdat Qudi Pai (the
Octagonal House of Divinities)?

Bat Quai Pai holds the salvation power, presided by God
with the assistance of all buddhas, immortals, saints, and
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deities. Its management body consists of the Founders of the
Three Religions (Sakyamuni Buddha, Laozi, and
Confucius); the Three Governors (Senior Immortal Théi
Bach Kim Tinh, Quan Am Bodhisattva, and Quan Thanh Dé
Quan); the two Representatives of the Saint Way and the
Deity Way (Jesus Christ, and Khuong Thai Cong).

In the Great Way for the Third Universal Salvation, Bat Quai
bai is the Thién (God) constituent that operates the Third
Salvation via God-Man Union, along with Ciru Trung Dai
and Hi¢p Thién Dai.

16. How is Ciru Trung DPai (the House of Nine Spheres)
organized and what is its function?

Curu Trung Pai consists of:

1) GIAO TONG 1 person
2) CHUONG PHAP 3 persons
3) PAU SU 3 persons
4) PHOI SU 36 people
(1nclud1’ng the three CHANH PHOI SU) 72 people
5) GIAO SU 3000 people
6) GIAO HUU unlimited
7) LE SANH unlimited
8) CHUC VIEC (Chanh tri su, Pho tri su,

Thong su) unlimited

9) TIN PO (adepts)

The top three ranks (Gido Tong, Chudéng Phap, and Dau Su)
have both legislative and administrative powers. The other
ranks from and below Phoi Su have administrative power
only.

Citu Triing Pai of Female Order only consists of Pau Su

and the ranks below it. (Please find further information on the
functions of Cuu Trung Pai in Phap Chanh Truyen, section on Cuu
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Trung Dai).
17. How is Higp Thién Pai (House of Communion with
God) organized and what is its function?
Hiép Thién Dai has two functions:

1) Communicate between Bat Quai Pai and Ciru

Trung Dai.

2) Preserve religious laws.
Hiép Thién Dai consists of:

HO PHAP presiding Hiép Thién Dai, on his right side
is THUONG PHAM, and on his left, THUONG SANH.

Together thg:y lead the three branches: Chi Phap, Chi Dao,
and Chi The.

Thugng H¢ Phap Thwong
Pham Sanh

Bao Pao Bao Phéap Bao Thé
Hién Pao Hién Phap Hién Thé
Khai Pao Khai Phap Khai Thé
Tiép Pao Tiép Phap Tiép Thé

In addition, there are Thap Nhi Bdo Quan (the Twelve
Religious Faculty) and Hoi Thanh Phudce Thién (the Charity
Organization), B0 Phap Chanh (the Justice Department), and

Ban Thé Pao (the Office of Secular Affairs). (For further
information on the functions of Hiép Thién Pai, please refer to Phap
Chanh Truyén, section on Hi¢p Thién Dai).

18. How is Té6 Chirc Hanh Chanh (the Religious
Administration) organized?

The central administration consists of the following Nine
Ministries (Ctiu Vién):
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Hoc Vién, Y Vién, Nong Vién
H¢ Vién, Luong Vién, Cong Vién

Lai Vién, L& Vién, Hoa Vién.
The local administration is organized into levels as follows:

- Multiple provinces: Tran Pao (governed by a Giao
Su).

- Province: Chau Pao (governed by a Gido Hiru).
- District: Toc Pao (governed by a Lé Sanh).

- Village: Huong Pao (governed by Ban Tri Su
comprising Chanh Tri Sy, Pho Tri Sy, and Thong Sy).

19. What is Hg Pao (Parish)?

According to Tan Luat (the New Codes) Articles Sixteen and
Seventeen, any local area with over five hundred adepts can
establish its own Ho Dao (congregation or parish) and its
own holy house, managed by a dignitary. A parish can only
be established with Gido Tong’s approval. Dignitary
presiding Ho Pao (parish) should be at the rank of L& Sanh
and appointed by the authority at the Holy See.

20. How does Ban Cai Qudn (the Managerial Board) of a
holy house work?

Ban Cai Quan (the Managerial Board) manages and
operates all religious activities in a holy house.

Ban Cai Quan is elected by the local parishers, usually for a
two-year term. The Board consists of the following eight
people:

— One Chanh Hoi Trudng (Chief Executive Officer)

— One Pho HOi Trudng (Deputy Chief Executive
Officier)
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— One Tu Hang (Secretary)

— One Pho Tu Hang (Junior Secretary)

— One Thu bon (Accountant), (H6 Vu)

— One Phé Thu bon (Accounting Assistant)
— Two Kiém soat vién (Controllers)

Directly subordinated to the Managerial Board are the
committees that are created based on the needs of individual
parish, such as:

— Ban Lién Giao (Committee on External Affairs)

— Ban Tao Téac (Committee on Construction and
Repairs)

— Ban Tru Phong (Committee on Catering)

— Ban Lé& Vién or Lé Vu (Committee on Rituals or
Rites)

— Ban Ph6 Huan (Committee on Religious
Instructions)

— Ban Nong Vién or Nong Vu (Committee on
Agricultural Affairs)

— Ban Cong Vién or Cong Vu (Committee on
Industrial Affairs)

— Ban Phudc Thién (Committee on Health and Social
Services)

— Ban Hoc Vién (Committee on Religious Training).
21. What is Ban Tri Sw (the Administrative Board)?

Ban Tri Su (the Administrative Board) consists of Chirc Viéc
(Sub-dignitaries) of a Hrong Pao who carry out the mission
assigned by the central administration established by Durc
Giao Tong. Ban Tri Su consists of one Chanh Tri Su, one
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Pho Tri Sy, one male and one female Thong Su.

— Chanh Tri Sy (Chief Manager) governs Huong Dao
(also called Xa Dao or thién ban, that is at village level) in
the administrative system established by Burc Gido Tong.

Duc Gido Tong stated in a holy message as follows:

Chanh Tri Su, representing Me, is the elder
brother to all adepts in his locale. Chanh Tri Sy
looks after the activities of God'’s disciples and
takes God’s order to help the needy, support the
poor, and treat all adepts his own siblings.
Chdnh Tri Sw is Pau Sw in miniature (Bd‘u Suw
em).

— Pho Tri Su (Deputy-Chief Manager) is also a sub-
dignitary in the same locale as Chanh Tri Su. His
responsibility is to assist Chanh Tri Sy to fulfill the tasks of
helping the needy and supporting the poor in his parish -
Pho Tri Sy has administrative power but no legislative
power. If something happens that is harmful to the religion,
he should notify Thong Sy to remediate the problem
appropriately. Pho Tri Su is Gido Tong in miniature (Gido
Téng em).

— Thong Sw (Inspector) is the sub-dignitary
established by H§ Phap upon buc Gidao Tong’s advice -
Thong Su is at the same rank as Pho Tri Su, but he has
legislative power and no administrative power. Thong Su
reports to Hi¢p Thién Dai; he is empowered to examine laws
and inspect Pho Tri Su’s actions and behaviors. If any matter
of injustice occurs in the parish but the Church
administration is unaware, Thong Su is the one to be blamed.
Thong Su is fully empowered to cooperate with Phé Tri Sy
in finding solutions to help the needy. Thong Sy is H§ Phap
in miniature (HO Phap em).
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22. What activities are carried out in a holy house?

The holy house should:

— Organize services on the four daily prayer sessions.
On the new-moon and the full-moon days, update the adepts
with news and religious matters after performing the prayer
sessions.

— Organize services on religious ceremonies and
anniversaries.

(Translator’s note: Please refer to answers 36 and 38 for related
information.)

— Organize funeral services for deceased adepts.

— Perform baptism and initial enshrinement
ceremonies for new adepts.

— Perform wedding and newborn sacraments.

— Pray for the death-liberation of the deceased and
peace of mind for adepts and other people in need.

— Organize religious seminars and meditative training
courses for adepts.

— Guide and promote ethics in ritual choir and ritual
servants.

— Perform and provide sites for charity services.

— Interconnect with other holy houses and
communicate with the society and the government.

23. Why is holy house also called Thdanh Thé Pirc Chi
Ton (the Holy Body of God)?

Every holy house comprises the Three Houses: Bat Quai
bai, Cuu Trung Dai, and Hiép Thién Dai.

Bat Quai Dai is an eight-sided tower corresponding to the
Divine Altar in the Main Worship Hall. Spiritually, Bat Quai
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Dbai belongs to the authority of God and Divine Beings for
the mission of the Third Universal Salvation, that is, the
Thién (God) factor. In terms of esoteric method, it
corresponds to Than (Spirit).

Cuu Trung Pai 1s the site where dignitaries and adepts
perform rituals to B4t Quai Pai. In Tay Ninh Holy See, Ctru
Trung Dai is built with nine flats symbolizing for the nine
ranks from low to high order in Ctru Trung Dai. Spiritually,
Cuu Trung Dai signifies that all beings are children of God,
emanating from His original essence. Ctru Trung Pai also
represents for the mystic power in humans, i.e., the Nhon
(Man) factor. In terms of esoteric method, it corresponds to
Tinh (Essence).

Hiép Thién Dai is adjacent to Ctru Trung Dai, corresponding
to HO Phap stance situated between the bell tower and the
drum tower at the facade of the holy house. Hi€p Thién Dai
is the site where its dignitaries organize invocation séances
for divine beings to manifest and teach. Hi€p Thién bai
holds the mystic power of the Way to operate the religion
and conveys mystic power from Bat Quai Pai to Ctru Trung
Dbai; thanks to it, the Way operates smoothly. In terms of
esoteric method, Hi¢p Thién DPai corresponds to Khi

(Energy).

The Great Way should comprise the invisible, the visible,
and the mystic power to generate and nurture all beings and
help them progress on the evolution ladder. Therefore, holy
houses should have all three Houses and the Church should
also include all these constituents to symbolize for the Holy
Body of God.

(Translator’s note: Please refer to answer 14 for related information.)
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24. What is Khai Minh Dai Dgo (the Inauguration of the
Great Way)?

It is the day that God chose to officiate to mankind the Great
Way for the Third Universal Salvation.

The Inauguration Ceremony took place at Go Kén Pagoda
(i.e., Tir Lam Tu pagoda or Thién Lam Ty pagoda) in Long
Thanh village, Hoa Thanh district, Tay Ninh province, at
night of the fourteenth day and dawn of the fifteenth day of
the tenth month of Binh Dan year (November 19, 1926).

The top dignitaries swore in accepting their mission in this
ceremony.

Then Phap Chanh Truyén (the Constitution) was
promulgated by God on the sixteenth day of the tenth month
of Binh Dan year.

Therefore, Caodaists organize the anniversaries of the
Inauguration of the Great Way on the fifteenth day of the
tenth lunar month to commemorate the day God let them
officially present the Way to mankind with a fully organized
Church and the complete Constitution.

(Translator’s note: Please refer to answer 4.3 for related information.)

I11. GOALS AND CREDO OF CAODAISM

25. What are the goals of Caodaism?

The goals of Caodaism are to perfectionate mankind and
form a society of equality, a world of harmony.

Spiritually, Caodaism aims at liberating mankind from the
rebirth cycle.

In summary, the goal of Caodaism is Thé Pao dai dong,
Thién Dgo gidi thoat (Harmony in the Temporal Way,
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Deliverance in the Spiritual Way).

26. What is the meaning of Thé Pao dai dong (Harmony
in the Temporal Way)?

Harmony in the Temporal Way corresponds to the initiatives
and methods to solve world problems — to create a peaceful
and progressive living environment in human society.

Harmony in the Temporal Way aims at creating a society in
which everyone can enjoy equality and happiness, with no
discrimination on social classes, organizations, religions,
nations, or races. Harmony in the Temporal Way, according
to Caodaism, is based on humaneness in which human
stance and human rights are emphasized, and human nature
Is promoted to build a civilized, ethical, and peaceful world
— namely, the era of virtues — Harmony in the Temporal
Way, in a broader sense, is also the loving-kindness toward
all beings, from the infinitely small creatures to animals, to
humans, i.e., to all living species.

27. What is the meaning of Thién Dgo gidi thodt
(Deliverance in the Spiritual Way)?

Spiritual Way is the esoteric way, the cultivation method for
practitioners to achieve the complete liberation — to free
themselves from physical ailments or emotional distress, and
furthermore to achieve spiritual deliverance. After leaving
the body, the soul of those cultivators who attain spiritual
deliverance will enjoy the eternal life in the Nirvana or
Paradise and no longer reincarnate in this world.

To that end, cultivators in the Spiritual Way should receive
and practice the esoteric method of the great vehicle® to

15 Translator’s note: In Buddhism, the essence of the great vehicle or
Mahanaya Buddhism is the conception of compassion for all living
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forge their body and heart as well as to practice the mission
of guiding and saving other people.

28. What is the credo of Caodaism?

The credo of Caodaism is Tam Gido qui nguyén, Ngii Chi
phuc nhurt (Return the Three Religions to the origin, Restore
the Five Branches to the unity). The Three Religions are
Confucianism, Taoism, and Buddhism.

The Great Way for the Third Universal Salvation establishes
an entire doctrine, i.e., the doctrine of the Great Way, based
on the doctrinal synchretism of the Three Religions. It is
because the Three Religions are fully capable of providing
righteous people to build peaceful society (Confucianism),
teach mankind how to preserve body and mind to live in
equanimity (Taoism), and free grieves (Buddhism).

Therefore, the credo Return the Three Religions to the origin
is the guideline to achieve the goals Harmony in the
Temporal Way, Deliverance in the Spiritual Way.

Restore the Five Branches to the unity means the Man Way,
Deity Way, Saint Way, Immortal Way, and Buddha Way
converging into one. It is the guideline for cultivators to
proceed stepwise, like climbing up a five-flat stepladder. To
restore means to unify into a system in which the
constituents mutually complement to form an integral
cultivation method for the practitioners to achieve their
goals.

In other words, the credo of Caodaism is a syncretic way to
achieve the ultimate goals of all religions: the
perfectionation and salvation of mankind.

beings; it emphasizes the universalism and altruism, developing
wisdom and the perfect transformation of all living in the future state.
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29. What is the meaning of Van Gido nhut ly (All
Religions are of the same truth)?

Besides the credo Return the Three Religions to the origin,
Restore the Five Branches to the unity, Caodaism also
upholds the motto All religions are of the same truth.

Through this motto Caodaism affirms that all orthodox
religions are of the same truth and share the same ultimate
goals, which are to guide mankind into a moral life, self-
perfectionation and perfectionation of human society, as
well as spiritual deliverance.

Therefore, Caodaism respects the faith of all religions and
highlights that the common principle shared by all doctrines,
I.e., the doctrine of the Great Way, can awaken the entirety
of mankind.

IV. RITUALS AND WORSHIP METHOD

30. What does worshipping Thién Nhdn mean in
Caodaism?

Thién Nhén means God Eye. God displayed the spectacle of
Divine Eye to his first disciple, Mr. Ngdé Minh Chiéu, so he
could draw and use it as the symbol to worship God.

In a holy message, God explained as follows:

Worshipping the Divine Eye is worshipping
your Master. Why does the Divine Eye
symbolize your Master?

Your Master taught:

Eye is the master of the Mind,
And the two sources of Light;
Light is Spirit;
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Spirit is GOD;
GOD is ME.

Eye is the Spiritual Heart in humans. That Heart
is the Creator, i.e., the Spirit; and Spirit is the
Principle of Infinite Emptiness. Indeed, that
immutable, eternal, and absolute Principle is
GOD. ...

Your eyes are corporeal and serve as the Yin-
Yang pair. Analogously, the Supreme Being is
God Eye whereas the two sources of light, the
Sun and Moon, constantly lighting up the entire
universe in the eternal rhythm of day-and-night,
keeping the mechanism of Creation in its
endless operation.'®

Therefore, worshipping the Divine Eye is worshipping God,
the center of spiritual energy of the universe, the Supreme
Being or Supreme God, the Sovereign of the Universe, i.e.,
Cao DPai God.

(Translator’s note: Please refer to answer 4.1 for related information.)
31. Whom do Caodaists worship?

Caodaists worship the Divine Eye — a symbol for God — the
Founder of the Great Way for the Third Universal Salvation,
.e., the Sovereign of the Universe.

Under the Divine Eye, are the Founders of the Three
Religions:

- Shakyamuni: Founder of Buddhism.

16 Chiéu Minh Dan (1950). Dai Thira Chon Giao, thién 46 “Cach tho
phuong”, tr.432. In A-T. T. (Trans.) Cao Dai Great Way: The Grand
Cycle of Esoteric Teaching, chapter ‘Method of Worship’, pp. 258 —
259. Garden Grove, California: Cao Dai Temple Overseas, 2015..
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q - Laozi (the reincarnate being of Thai Thuong Pao
To6)!": Founder of Taosim.

- Confucius: Founder of Confucianism.

Next are the Three Governors of the Great Way for the Third
Universal Salvation, who protect and secure the Way on
behalf of the Founders of the Three Religions.

- The First Governor is Thai Bach Kim Tinh Pai Tién
Trudng (the Great Immortal Li Taipei)

R - The Second Governor is Quan Am Bd Tat (Quan
Am Bodhisattva, the Goddess of Mercy)

- The Third Governor is Pttc Hi€p Thién Pai bé
Quan Thanh B¢ Quan (the Saintly Lord of the Kings Quan
Van Truong).

In addition, Caodaists also worship Jesus Christ representing
the Saint Way, and Khuong Thai Cong representing the
Deity Way.

In overall, this worship method expresses the credo Return
the Three Religions to the origin, Restore the Five Branches

to the unity of the Great Way for the Third Universal
Salvation founded by God in this last era to save all beings.

17 In all holy houses, the worship tablet reads “Thai Thuong Pao T6”
(The Great Venerable Forefather of the Way).
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32. How is the Divine Altar arranged and what is its
meaning?

(1)

(4) 2) (3)

(6) 8-7-9 (%)

(13) (10) (11)

(1) The Divine Eye: At the center of the altar and at
the highest position

(2) The Monad lamp: At the center of the altar and
below the Divine Eye

(3) Flower: On the left side of the altar (viewed from
the altar out)

(4) Fruit: On the right side of the altar
(5) Plain water: On the left side

(6) Tea: On the right side

(7-8-9) Three cups of wine

(20) Incense burner with five incense sticks: Between
the two candles

(11- 12) Two candles

- The Monad Lamp is constantly lit on the Divine Altar,
representing the origin of the Universe, i.e., the primordial
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and eternal energy that creates the two universal forces — Yin
and Yang — to engender all creatures.

The Monad Lamp also symbolizes the light of heart, as
taught in Pai Thira Chon Giéo:

The lamp that you place at the center of the
Divine Altar symbolizes the light of heart.
Immortals and Buddhas transmit esoteric
traditions through it, and you attain spiritual
enlightenment also through it.!8

- The two candles (11- 12), also called the Yin-Yang light,
correspond to the Monad Lamp at the center and inner of the
altar. Together they symbolize the principle of creation The
Monad engenders the Twin Senses.

- Flower and Fruit are also arranged in Yin and Yang
positions.

- Water and Tea also signify the Yin (left) and Yang (right).

- In addition, Flower, Wine, and Tea, symbolize Essence,
Energy, and Spirit, respectively, that Taoists call the Three
Treasures in human beings.

- The incense burner with five incense sticks symbolizes the
convergence of the Five Primordial Elements: Metal, Wood,
Water, Fire, and Alkali, which are also represented for
Discipline, Equinimity, Wisdom, Omniscience, and
Deliverance.

33. What is the meaning of the character “Khi” at the
table of Hy Phap?

The table of HO Phép is the altar facing the Divine Altar and

18 Chiéu Minh Pan (1950). Pai Thira Chon Gido, thién 46 “Cach tho
phuong”, tr.434. In A-T. T. (Trans.) Cao Dai Great Way: The Grand
Cycle of Esoteric Teaching, chapter ‘Method of Worship’, pp. 259.
Garden Grove, California: Cao Dai Temple Overseas, 2015.
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at the outer front of a holy house. In Tay Ninh Holy See, it
is where HO Phéap was standing to ward off evils from the
séances, with Thugng Sanh on his left and Thuong Pham on
his right side.

(Translator’s note: Please refer to answer 17 for related information.)

Above the table of HO Phap is a picture of the character KHI
(ENERGY), symbolizing for the Pre-Genesis vital energy or
the primordial energy of the Universe. Therefore, in the
Worship Hall, one end is THAN (SPIRIT) of the Universe
(Divine Eye: God), and the other end is KHI (ENERGY) of
the Universe that reciprocate to each other. Than - Khi (Spirit
- Energy) is the basis of life and the evolution of all beings.

34. Caodaism has two sets of prayers: Kinh Thién Dao
and Kinh The Dao. What do they comprise and how are
they used?

1) Kinh Thién Dgo (Prayers of the Spiritual Way) consist of

1.1) Prayers for the four daily worship sessions: Kinh
Ni¢m huong, Khai kinh, Kinh Ngoc Hoang Btiru Cado, Phat
Giao Btru Cao, Tién Giao Buiru Cao, Nho Giao Btru Cao,
Dang tam btru (prayers for the Three-Treasure offerings:
flower, wine, and tea), and Ngii nguyén (the Five Vows).

At Dén Phat Mau (the Shrine of Divine Mother), prayers for
the four daily worship sessions include kinh Ni¢m huong,
Khai kinh, Phat Mau Chon Kinh, kinh xung tung cong dirc
DPtc Diéu Tri Kim Mau (only recited in the Mid-Autumn
Ceremony), Dang tam buu (prayers for the Three-Treasure
offerings: flower, wine, and tea), and Ngii nguyén (the Five
Vows).

On the anniversary of a divine being, the prayer to honor
His/Her Holiness is recited. This case applies to the
anniversary of Btrc Ly Dai Tién Trudng, Dirc Quan Thé Am
Bo Tat, Dl Quan Thanh pé Quan, Jesus Christ, Duc
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Khuong Thai Cong.

1.2) Kinh Giai Binh (Prayer for the recovery from
illnesses), and Kinh Trur Ta (Prayer to Ward Off Evils).

1.3) Kinh Tang L& (Funeral prayers) for every step of
the dying process (from the dying agony to the shrouding,
the seeing off the dead, the burial, etc.).

1.4) Kinh Cau Siéu (Prayer for the Repose of the
Soul), ctng ciru, tiéu tuong dai tuong, kinh cau siéu cho 4m
nhan (prayer for the soul liberation), and kinh té 18 chién si
tran vong (prayer for the failing soldiers).

1.5) Kinh Sam Hoi (Repentance prayer).

1.6) Kinh Giai Oan (prayer to seek forgiveness and to
liberate the soul from bad Karma), Kinh Nhap Mon
(Initiation prayer for new adepts), and Kinh Tam Thanh
(Baptism prayer for newborns).

2) Kinh Thé Pao (Prayers of the Temporal Way) consist of:

2.1) Prayers applied to religious activities: Kinh
Thuyét Phap (prayer recited before a speech), Kinh Nhép
Hoi (prayer to start a meeting), Kinh Xuat Hoi (prayer to end
a meeting), and Kinh Nhap Hoc (prayer to start a class).

2.2) Prayers applied to daily-life activities: Kinh Khi
Ra Puong (prayer before leaving home), Kinh Khi Tré Vé
(prayer after coming home), Kinh Khi Ngu (prayer at bed
time), Kinh Khi Thic Day (prayer after waking up), Kinh
Khi An Com (prayer before a meal), and Kinh Khi An Xong
ROi (prayer after a meal).

2.3) Kinh Hon Phéi (Wedding Prayers).

2.4) Prayers applied to funerals of very important
people such as the president of a nation, teachers, parents,
spouses, ancestors, friends, and siblings.

2.5) Kinh Ctru Kho (Grief-Freeing Prayer).
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35. What are Ngii Nguyén (the Five Vows)?

The Five Vows are chanted at the end of each worship
session. They are:

1- Nam mé nhirt nguyén Pai Pao hodng khai (May
the Great Way be propagated).

2- Nam mé nhi nguyén phé d ching sanh (May all
beings be salvaged).

3- Nam mé tam nguyén xa toi dé tr (May the disciple
be forgiven).

4- Nam mé tir nguyén thién ha thai binh (May the
world be pacified).

5- Nam mé ngii nguyén thdanh that an ninh (May the
holy house be secured).

Divine Beings summarized the Five Vows as follows:
First, | vow to propagate the Great Way.
By overcoming all challenges in this world.
Second, | vow to save all beings
By preaching the doctrine of the Great Way.
Third, I vow to atone for human sins

By tolerating and breaking up the ignorance in this
world.

Fourth, I vow to bring peace to mankind
By maintaining equanimity to subdue disturbances.
Fifth, 1 vow to secure the holy house

By presenting speeches on the new-moon and full-
moon days

To calm human heart
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And aspire it toward the universal harmony.*®

36. What are regular ceremony, major ceremony, and
grand ceremony?

a) Regular ceremony (Tiéu dan) is the four daily
prayer sessions performed at home or in a holy house
without the ritual musics, drum and bell.

b) Major ceremony (Trung dan) are those held twice
a month, on the new-moon and full-moon days in a holy
house, a hall of meditation, or at the Holy See. Major
ceremony is more elaborate than the regular ceremony, as
the prayers are chanted by the choir along with ritual musics.
The Thunder Drum is struck thirty-six beats then silenced,
and the White Jade Bell is also struck thirty-six times then
silenced. The drum and bell operations are repeated for a
total of three rounds. In a major ceremony, the entreaty-
presentation rite is performed but the three-treasure offering
rites are not.

c) Grand (or formal) ceremony (Pai dan) comprises
all the three components of ritual musics, the choir, and the
ritual servants who bring the offerings to the altar.?° Both the
Thunder Drum and the White Jade Bell are operated but each
would be struck three times in a sequence of twelve rounds,
each round consists of twelve beats of drum and bell. Finally,
the operation returns to three strikes of drum and bell. The
entreaty-presentation rite is also performed.?!

19 Nhu Y Pao Thoan Chon Nhon, séance at Vinh Nguyén Tu pagoda.

20 This rite is called “ddng dién” (entering the hall). While bringing
the three offerings (flowers, wine, and tea) from the table of Ho Phap
to the Divine Altar, the ritual servants walk in a dance drawing the
Sino-Vietnamese character /3 (heart) with their steps.

21 Toa Thanh Tay Ninh (1973). Thanh Ngén Hiép Tuyén, g.1, tr. 22. In
H. B. and H. B. (Trans.) Collection of Selected CaoDai Holy Messages
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The grand ceremony also includes nhac tau hudn thién®
(resounding music toward the heaven), as well as the ngoai
nghi (the outer rite) and the noi nghi (the inner rite).

In summary, the grand ceremony is a complete procedure of
ritual musics, of inner and outer rites for the three offerings,
as well as of drum and bell performing the Thunder of God.

The outer rite is the procedure of preparing the offerings in
front of the table of HO Phap for the ritual servants to bring
to the leading officer who kneels in front of the Divine Altar.

The inner rite is the ritual to present the offerings performed
by the leading officer in front of the Divine Altar,

(Translator’s note: Please refer to answers 22 and 38 for related
information.)

37. What is the meaning of Lé Nhdp Mén (the Initiation
Ceremony)?

To become a Cao Dai disciple, one should attend the
Initiation Ceremony (1€ Nhap Mon). In Vietnamese
language, the term ‘nhdp mon’ means “enter through the
door”.

The Initiation Ceremony is held in front of the Divine Altar
in a holy house. It is performed by the head dignitary of a
parish, and witnessed by the new disciple’s families, co-
religionists, and the two lead persons.

The Initiation Ceremony usually takes place after the major
ceremonies on the new-moon or full-moon days. Kneeling
in front of the Divine Altar, the new adept says his/her name
and takes the solemn oath under the guidance of the head

(p. 50, Séance on the eighteenth day of the fifth month of Binh Dan
year, i.e., June 27, 1926). Norfolk, Virginia: CreateSpace, 2015.

22 Nhac tau hudn thién is the loud performance of ritual music band right
before the ceremony is commenced.
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dignitary of the parish, vowing to be a devoted disciple of
Cao Dai God, to observe the religious laws, and to hold on
to the Way throughout his/her lifetime.

Then, the head dignitary performs the Initiation Sacrament
on the new adept, representing God to accept this new
disciple.

Dignitaries in the holy house are responsible for recording
the new adept’s name into the religious register of that holy
house.

On the spiritual aspect, the initiated adept would be granted
amnesty if he/she always holds on to the faith, diligently self-
cultivates through the work of merit, work of virtue, and
work of wisdom, to gradually self-perfectionate and help
others in their perfectionation.

38. What are Bach Ngoc Chung (White Jade Bell) and
L6i Am Co6 (Thunder Sound Drum)?

- Bach Ngoc (the White Jade) refers to the White Jade
Palace where God resides. Thus, Bach Ngoc Chung (White
Jade Bell) can be understood as the bell in God’s palace.

- L6i Am means thunder sound; L6i Am C6 (Thunder
Sound drum) is the thunder drum.

Prior to a grand ceremony in a holy house, bell and drum are
operated in the same style of thunder drum in pagodas, but
each round should consist of twelve beats. There should be
twelve rounds per sequence, and three sequences should be
completed to make thirty-six rounds, namely the Thunder of
God. It is the relics of Buddhism.

(Translator’s note: Please refer to answers 36 for related information.)
39. What are the major anniversaries in Caodaism?

1) The ninth day of the first lunar month is the
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anniversary of the Supreme God, the Founder of the Great
Way for the Third Universal Salvation, i.e., Cao Dai
Immortal Great Bodhisattva Mahasattva.

2) The full-moon day of the second lunar month is the
anniversary of Laozi, the Founder of Taoism.

3) The eighth day of the fourth lunar month is the
anniversary of Shakyamuni Buddha, the Founder of
Buddhism.

4) The eighteenth day of the fourth lunar month is the
anniversary of Khuong Thai Cong, representing for the
Deity Way.

5) The nineteenth day of the second lunar month is
the anniversary of Pac Quan Thé Am B6 Tat
(Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva), the Second Governor of the
Great Way for the Universal Salvation.?

6) The twenty-fourth day of the sixth lunar month is
the anniversary of Piac Quan Thanh Dé Quan, the Third
Governor of the Great Way for the Third Universal
Salvation.

7) The full-moon day of the eighth lunar month is the
anniversary of Ptrc Diéu Tri Kim Mau Vo6 Cuc Tu Ton, i.e.,
the Divine Mother; Hoi Yén Ban Pao (the Peach Banquet)
is held in that full-moon night.

(Translator’s note: Please refer to answer 40 for related information.)

8) The eighteenth day of the eighth lunar month is the
anniversary of Ptrc Ly Pai Tién Trudng, the First Governor
of the Great Way for the Third Universal Salvation.

9) The twenty-seventh day of the eighth lunar month
is the anniversary of Confucius, the Founder of

28 Some places commemorate the Anniversary of Dire Quan Thé Am
Bo6 Tat on the nineteenth day of the sixth lunar month.
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Confucianism.

10) The full-moon day of the tenth lunar month is the
anniversary of the Inauguration of the Great Way

11) December twenty-fifth is the anniversary of Jesus
Christ, the Founder of Christianism.

In addition, grand ceremonies are also held in holy houses
on the full-moon day of the first, the seventh, and the tenth
lunar months, symbolizing the First, Second, and Third Eras,
respectively.

40. What is ¥én Ban Pao (the Peach Banquet)?

Historically, God instructed Caodaist Pioneers to organize
the first Peach Banquet in the full-moon night of the eighth
month of At Stru year (1925) to solemnly welcome the
Divine Mother (Diéu Tri Kim Mau) and the Nine Female
Immortals (Ctru Vi Tién Nuong) to descend in this world.

The banquet comprised flowers, fruits, and wine arranged on
a round table, surrounded by nine chairs.

The Caodaist Pioneers used invocation to implore for Divine
Mother to descend in the banquet. The Divine Mother were
escorted by the Nine Female Immortals.

Divine Mother allowed the Caodaist Pioneers to attend the
banquet and play the musics.

In terms of significance, Divine Mother is the Infinity (V0
Cuc), the Non-Being, the principle of preservation. Thus, in
the Great Way for the Third Universal Salvation, while God
Master descends in this world to teach and save mankind,
Divine Mother also comes to teach and coach the pre-
destined missionaries as well as all her children to save them
from the worldly sufferings.

The fact that the Pioneer leaders attended the banquet with
Divine Mother and the nine Female Immortals symbolizes
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for the principles of God, man made up of oneness and God-
Man Union; particularly, it emphasizes that the Invisible and
the Visible share the same mission of the Third Universal
Salvation.

The Peach Banquet also signifies a reward for the devotees
in their practice of self-deliverance and helping others to
deliver themselves.

(Translator’s note: Please refer to answers 39 for related information.)
41. What is the Caodaist flag and its meaning?

The Caodaist flag is rectangular with its length divided into
three equal parts from top to bottom as follows:

- The yellow part, also called Thai Thanh (the
Supreme Purity), symbolizes the Buddha Way (Buddhism).

- The blue part (blue is the color of the sky), also
called Thuong Thanh (the True Purity), symbolizes the
Immortal Way (Taoism).

- The red part, also called Ngoc Thanh (the Jade
Purity), symbolizes the Saint Way (Confucianism).

On the yellow section, the Divine Eye is depicted on both
sides of the flag. Vertically displayed below the Divine Eye
are the six words Pai Pao Tam Ky Phé Pé (The Great Way
for the Third Universal Salvation) in Vietnamese language
on one side and in Sino-Vietnamese characters on the other
side of the flag.

The Caodaist flag is hung in front of the Holy See, holy
houses, and houses of meditation, right above the entrance
hall.

42. What is Phwéon Tam thanh (the Three-Purity
Pennon)?

A pennon is a long and narrow banner usually hung in the
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frontyard of a shrine or a pagoda. In the frontyard of the Holy
See, holy houses, and houses of meditation there is a pole to
hang the pennon on the days of grand ceremony. The
Caodaist pennon usually has a length of either nine meters,
twelve meters, eighteen meters, or thirty-six meters, with a
width of 0.6 meter. It is structured as follows:

- The pennon is in yellow color, fringed in blue and
tasseled in red color (symbolizing for the Three Religions:
Buddhism, Taoism, and Confucianism, respectively).

- The Divine Eye is embroidered on the top part of
both sides of the pennon.

- Under the Divine Eye, a parallel verse (usually
given by Divine Beings) is embroidered vertically; it denotes
the spirit of the Great Way and a specific religious event
occurred in this locality. Both sides of the pennon are
identical, but each side carries one line of the parallel verses.

43. What is Co phdp Tam gido (the Three-Religion
ancient logo)?

Ancient logo is the treasure of the ancient times, symbolizing
the miraculous powers of Divine Beings. The Three-
Religion ancient logo consists of the following:

— Bét vu is the bowl containing the monk’s begged food.
It symbolizes the Buddha Way.

— Phat chii Of phdt tran is the Immortal’s feathered brush
to dust off all worldly matter. It symbolizes the Immortal
Way.

— Kinh Xuén Thu (the Spring-Autumn Book) is the history
book that Confucius compiled to delineate his doctrine. This
book symbolizes the Saint Way.

Caodaism employs the Three-Religion ancient logo to
highlight the principle Return the Three Religions to the
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44. Does Caodaism have bi tich (sacraments)?

Bi means secret, mystic, and not widespread.

Tich means sign of grace; in the context of bi tich, it means
the strong impact that the sacrament performer makes on
the receiver.

Sacraments were secretly entrusted by Divine Beings to the
Pioneer leaders who were responsible for holding God’s
sacraments to save mankind. Then those sacraments are
passed on to the successors verbally, as no written form is
allowed. In the Great Way for the Third Universal Salvation,
there are twelve sacraments, each of which is associated with
its own prayer. They are:

1) Phép gidi oan (Forgiveness Sacrament to liberate
a soul from bad karma); it is performed on new adepts.

2) Phép tam thanh (Baptism Sacrament), performed
on babies one-month old or over.

3) Phép giai bénh (Recovery Sacrament), performed
on patients with serious illnesses who sincerely repent their
sins to alleviate their karmic inflictions.

4) Phép vinh sanh (Eternity Sacrament), performed
on an adept who just died; the clergy comes to perform the
sacrament on the corpse before it is enshrouded. This
sacrament is only for the adepts who follow a minimum of
ten-day monthly vegetarian regimen, to direct their souls
into the eternal life.

5) Phép doan nghiét (Karma-breaking Sacrament),
performed on the moribund adepts to free them from the
death inflictions caused by their cumulative karma.

6) Phép tuyét tran (Detachment Sacrament),
performed on dying people who are still clinging so tightly
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to their families and possessions that their souls cannot
detach from their bodies; it is evidenced through their
prolonged lament and groan. The clergy would order co-
religionists to recite sdm tinh mé hon (the prayer to awake
ignoring souls) before performing the Detachment
Sacrament to make the soul leave the body.

7) Phép tran than (Warding Sacrament): frdn means
ward or place in, than is spiritual powers. This sacrament is
applied by placing a subject under holy power, to protect it
from the bad influence of evil power or evil spirit. For
Instance:

- Ward spiritual power in worship halls and worhip statues.
- Ward spiritual power in newly constructed houses.

- Ward spiritual power in bedrooms of the demon-possessed
people.

- Ward sprirtual power on dignitaries’ religious costumes.
- Ward spiritual power in coffins or graves ....

8) Phép hén phoi (Sacrament of Matrimony), not
mandatory; the newly-wed couple must meet some criteria
to receive this sacrament.

9) Phép dai xd - tiéu xa (Sacrament of Penance),
performed by the highest dignitary in a church, on behalf of
God, to bless or absolve an individual or a group of their
guilts.

10) Phép gidi kho (Grief-alleviating Sacrament),
performed on people who bear multiple scourges and
misfortunes simultaneously. Before performing the
sacrament, the clergy would explain the karmic law to the
sufferers, then advise them to repent, and recite Kinh Ctu
Khé (the Grief-freeing prayer) and Kinh Cam Ung (the
Appeal-responding prayer).
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11) Phép Khai khiéu (Intuition-inducing Sacrament),
performed on novice mediums and novice spiritual readers,
as well as on sluggish children or mentally indecisive people.

12) Phép diém dao (Initiation Sacrament), performed
by a live master or by Divine Beings to mystically guide a
disciple into the great vehicle of spiritual deliverance.

45. What is Caodaist invocation and how does it work?

Invocation is a means of communication between divine
beings in the invisible realm and the dignitaries of the
churches in this world., i.e., between Bdt Quadi Pai (the
Octagonal House of Divinities) and Cuu Trung Dai (the
House of Nine Spheres), through Hiép Thién Dai (the House
of Communion with God) with the use of co but (spiritic
writing tools).

- Coris a special tool that the medium holds and writes
the words of holy messages when he/she receives spiritual
energy from Divine Beings.

- But is another special tool similar to a pen.

In Vietnamese language, when the medium holds co;, it is
said that he/she; thu co. And when he/she holds but, it is said
that he/she chap but.

Sometimes, the medium simultaneously holds the co and
utters words of Divine Beings, namely the holy message,
that he/she receives through spiritual energy.

Medium is a person having the innate capability of receiving
the spiritual energy from the invisible realm, when he/she
sits quietly to compose his/her mind in a serene environment.

The medium must live in chastity and frequently practice
meditation to be fully charged with spiritual energy.

The invocation group, reporting to Hiép Thién Pai (the
House of Communion with God), must fully observe very
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strict regulations to be qualified for holding spiritic writing
tools.

Cobut is a spiritic method that Western people call spiritism.

V. THE BASIC TEACHING

46. What is the basis of Cao Dai teaching?

Caodai teaching is based on two fundamental principles:

1) Heaven, Earth, and all beings are made up of the
oneness. God, mankind, and all beings are of the same
essence.

2) One emanates all, all converge to one. The unity
originates all forms (diversity); all forms (diversity) return to
the original unity.

- From the first principle, Cao Dai teaching notes that God
and human beings are of the same essence, and consequently
can correspond and unite with each other. Therefore, God
taught Your Master is you all, you all are your Master.

Next, all beings are of the same essence. Thus,
everyone should love each other. Especially for mankind,
people should treat each other like siblings of the same
Father, and from there they should implement the universal
harmony.

- From the second principle, Cao Dai teaching notes that the
Universe is an evolutionary field in which the starting point
is the essence of the globe of divine light, i.e., God,
emanating the sparks of divine light innately stored in all
beings to make them evolve from minerals, to vegetations,
to animals, and to mankind. Then human beings evolve into
deities, saints, immortals, and buddhas, to return and re-unite
with God.
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Thus, the ultimate goal of human beings is to evolve
to reunite with God, i.e, the origin of human beings as well
as of the Universe. To achieve it, people must practice self-
cultivation to improve their virtues until being perfectly true
and perfectly good. Cao Dai teaching calls this process
Return to the origin.

47. How do Caodaists believe in God?

Caodaists absolutely believe that God is the Lord of the
Universe, the Father of all beings.

He is the Supreme Being in the concept of impersonal God,
and Jade Emperor Supreme God in the concept of personal
God.

In different epochs of the history of mankind, God entrusted
the Messengers to incarnate in the world as religious
founders to teach mankind the way to do good.

In this Third Universal Salvation, He Himself came to this
world in spiritual energy to initiate the Great Way for the
Third Universal Salvation to save mankind and establish the
era of virtue. In the Third Universal Salvation, God is the
religious Founder, as well as the Father and the Master of all
beings. He allows all Divine Beings to come with Him into
this world to operate the mechanism of universal salvation
in the era of decadence.

48. What is the meaning of impersonal God and
personal God?

Cao Dai teaching synchronizes these two concepts.

With respect to the impersonal God, it is the dynamic origin
that engenders the Universe, and also the original
mechanism of forming, transforming, and operating the
Universe. Theologically, impersonal God is the principle of
creation, destruction, and preservation of the Universe in the
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dynamic law of the Yin-Yang interaction.

With respect to the personal God, it is the absolute being,
I.e., the Supreme God with omnipotence to manage all
beings and the Universe.

The concept of personal God leans toward the worship
tendency, whereas the concept of impersonal God leans
toward the philosophical tendency. Both lead to the faith in
God.

49. What is Caodaist cosmological viewpoint?

According to Cao Dai teaching, the origin of the Universe is
an infinite nebula. From this infinite nebula, a miraculous
principle and an absolute energy flash out and condense
into a splendid globe of light. That globe of light explodes
to give rise to the Supreme Being, i.e., the Giobe of Divine
Light. The Supreme Being applies the Yin-Yang
mechanism to separate the pure from the impure and
condense the Imponderable Energy of the Primordial
Nebula (the Non-Being) to engender all creatures.?*

That is the creation mechanism; it is followed by the
evolution mechanism of all beings because all beings bear
the innate essence of divine light and must evolve toward the
union with the Globe of Divine Light in accord with the
principle One emanates all, all converge to One.?

24 Chiéu Minh Dan (1950). Pai Thira Chon Gi4o, thién 46 “Vii Try”,
tr.410. In A-T. T. (Trans.) Cao Dai Great Way: The Grand Cycle of
Esoteric Teaching, chapter ‘The Universe’, pp. 244. Garden Grove,
California: Cao Dai Temple Overseas, 2015.

25 Chiéu Minh Pan (1950). Pai Thira Chon Gido, thién 46 “Tién Thién
Co Ngau”, tr.276. In A-T. T. (Trans.) Cao Dai Great Way: The
Grand Cycle of Esoteric Teaching, chapter ‘The Pre-Genesis Odd-
Even Set’, pp. 161. Garden Grove, California: Cao Dai Temple
Overseas, 2015.
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(Translator’s note: Please refer to answer 46 for related information.)

50. What are Pai Linh Quang and Tiéu Linh Quang (the
Globe of Divine Light and Sparks of Divine Light)?

These are specific concepts in Cao Dai teaching. As stated
above (Refer to answer 49), all beings are created from the
Supreme Being. The Supreme Being is the Globe of Divine
Light in terms of intrinsic essence and it is also the intrinsic
origin of all beings. With respect to the spiritual meaning,
the Supreme Being is the great primordial spirit of the entire
universe. Each living being innately contains a spark of
divine light of identical nature and essence to that of the
Globe of Divine Light; thus, it is also called the point of
primordial spirit extracted from the Globe of Divine Light.

To self-cultivate is to unveil the haze of ignorance to expose
that point of primordial spirit so that it can reunite with the
Globe of Divine Light once detaching from the body.

According to Cao Dai teaching, every creature must
gradually proceed through the evolution cycle of the
Universe until beciming humans, to obtain all the three souls
(living, emotional, and miraculous souls), forming the basis
for self-cultivation and self-deliverance.

51. What is Tan phap Cao Pai (the New Method of Cao
Dai)?

The New Method of Cao Dai is the self-cultivation method
that God taught his disciples in the Third Universal
Salvation. Itis simpler than those precedingly taught in other
religions. Also, it synchronizes the basic cultivation methods
of the three religions (Confucianism, Buddhism, and
Taoism), to help the cultivators in their step-by-step practice
from the lower levels to the higher ones until achieving the
spiritual deliverance. The New Method of Cao Dai can be
considered the most appropriate self-cultivation method for
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the Universal Salvation in this era of decadence.

In practical terms, the New Method of Cao Dai is based on
Tam Cong (the Triple Work) to forge body and mind, nature
and heart.

(Translator’s note: Please refer to answer 37 for related information.)

52. What does it mean by Pdc nhirt (Attaining the
Oneness)?

Nhirt means the Oneness, the common Truth of all beings.
Pdc nhirt means attaining the Oneness, achieving the state
of identifying to the Universe, mutually harmonizing with
all beings around.

Pdc nhirt, toward the goal of returning to the origin of the
Universe, means successfully reunite with God, i.e., the
Globe of Divine Light.

Pdc nhirt, toward the goal of spiritual deliverance, means
achieving the state of non-discriminative mind, seeing
oneself as everyone else and everyone else is oneself.

Pdc nhirt, on the aspect of self-cultivation, means
continuously persevering in practicing the Way with the
unique faith, with one single method — that is, with the
whole-hearted mind.

Pdc nhit, on the aspect of relationship among religions,
means practicing non-discrimination toward other religions,
1.e., not speaking highly of one’s own religion, but equally
respecting all religions based on the principle All religions
are of the same truth.

Pdc nhirt, ultimately means achieving the Way, i.e.,
attaining the spiritual enlightenment.

(Translator’s note: Please refer to answers 46 and 49 for related
information.)



Frequently Asked Questions | 63

53. What does it mean by phdn bon hodn nguyén (return
to the origin)?

Phan means reverting in direction, hoan means coming
back.

According to Cao Dai teaching, sparks of divine light are
emanated from the Globe of Divine Light (i.e., God) and
incorporated in all beings to gradually evolve through
myriads of incarnations to achieve the human stance. Human
beings continue the last stage of the evolution cycle to return
to the original destination, which is God, the Globe of Divine
Light. This coming-back process is called returning to the
origin, passing into the Nirvana, or attaining the Oneness.

To return to God, human beings must self-cultivate so their
god-nature is further and further exposed and sparkled up
until it becomes perfectly compatible with the Globe of
Divine Light of God.

Thus, return to the origin means reaching the ultimate
destination of the evolution cycle, and no longer returning to
the starting point of rebirth cycle.

(Translator’s note: Please refer to answers 49 and 50 for related
information.)

54. What is the meaning of Tién Thién - Hgu Thién (Pre-
Genesis/Post-Genesis or Pre-Heaven/Post-Heaven)?

They literally mean before and after the creation of Heaven-
Earth.

Pre-Genesis means before the creation of Heaven-Earth and
the Universe. Post-Genesis is after the Universe and all
beings are engendered.

According to the cosmology of Non-Being / Supreme Being
/ Yin-Yang, the Pre-Genesis is the nature of the primordial
universe and refers to the primordial essence of Non-Being
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— Supreme Being, whereas the Post-Genesis is the nature of
all beings arises from the mutual interaction of the Yin-Yang
pair.

Pre-Genesis is unborn and immortal,
Post-Genesis is born and mortal.

Self-cultivation is the process of purifying body and mind to
absorb the Pre-Genesis nature and spiritually transform
oneself into the Pre-Genesis essence, i.e., self-convert from
sentient to saint.

55. What is the Caodaist conception of soul?

Caodaists believe that every human being has a miraculous
soul. The soul is the invisible part in a person that controls
all his/her spiritual activities as well as behaviors, whereas
the body is the visible part for his/her movements and
contacts with the outside. The soul consists of two major
components: the personal consciousness for each individual
and the spark of divine light inherited from God. The soul
1s everlasting and still exists after a person’s death. Cao Dai
teaching affirms that human beings can self-cultivate and
self-discipline to eradicate all profane desires in their
consciousness so that the spark of divine light is unveiled
and exposes the miraculous nature of the soul.

Once the soul becomes perfectly awakened and perfectly
divine, it is no longer ruled by the karmic law of
reincarnation and is said to be delivered. Then this spark of
divine light will identify with the Globe of Divine Light.

(Translator’s note: Please refer to answer 50 for related information.)
56. What is Nhan Dgo (the Man Way)?

Nhan DPaqo is the Way of being a perfect human. To practice
the Man Way is to fulfill the duties toward oneself, families,
and societies. Cao Dai teaching insists that adepts practice
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the Man Way, which is grounded on Benevolence (Nhan),
Courtesy (L¢), Righteousness (Nghia), Knowledge (Tri),
Credibility (Tin), Loyalty (Trung), and Filial Piety (Hicu).

Disciples should accomplish the Man Way in their stage of
worldly engagement before entering the stage of worldly
detachment and renounce from their secular life to fully
devote themselves in the practice of spiritual deliverance —
namely, the Spiritual Way.

57. What is Thién Dao (the Spiritual Way)?

Thién Dao is the cultivation way of self-deliverance to free
oneself from the karmic rebirth cycle. To practice the
Spiritual Way disciples must:

- Adopt a minimum of ten-day monthly vegetarian
regimen, but it would be best to become full-time
vegetarian.

- Completely abstain from sexual activities.

- Receive the training on meditative methods and
techniques.

These are the conditions for disciples to receive and
perform work of wisdom. But Cao Dai teaching also insists
that disciples keep performing the Triple Work to facilitate
their self-deliverance. Thus, once stepping in the Spiritual
Way disciples must forge and acquire the virtues of the
great vehicle. It means they must maintain equanimity in
their heart, eradicate all desires, embody the ideal of
Bodhisattva, be tolerant and inclusive to save all other
people. Therefore, religious leaders in the Third Universal
Salvation are obliged to carry out a mission, namely, the
mission of the great vehicle — once they step into the
Spiritual Way.
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58. Why is the name Tam Ky Phé P (the Third Universal
Salvation)?

Tam Ky Phé D¢ is the third time of universal salvation, after
the first time (the First Universal Salvation) and the second
time (the Second Universal Salvation).

Cao Dai teaching states that throughout the history of
mankind God always mercifully saves all beings by
sending his messengers into this world to establish religions
to save mankind in the three eras as follows:

* Nlutt Ky Phé Dé (the First Universal Salvation):
By the end of the Superior Era, King Fu Xi (2852-2737
B.C.) and King Dawu (22052197 B.C.) in China invented
Ha Do (the Yellow River Chart), Bat Quai (the Eight-
Trigram plan), and Lac Tho (the Lo River Writing) to form
the basis for King Wen (born in 1258 B.C.) and Duke of
Zhou (?-1105 B.C.) later developed into the Book of
Changes that teaches both the Man Way and the Spiritual
Way. They are saintly persons who civilized humanity,
knowledge, and virtue.

Also in this First Universal Salvation, in Palestine of West
Asia, about 1300 B.C., Saint Moses stood out to lead the
Jewish exodus. He went up Mount Sinai to get in
communion with God and received the Ten Commandments
to teach his people.

* Nhi Ky Pho B¢ (the Second Universal Salvation):
By the end of the Middle Era, many religions were founded
and constituted the Second Universal Salvation that spanned
from the last six centuries B.C. through the eighteenth
centuries A.D. They were the following:

- Sakyamuni, born in 560 B.C. in India, founded Buddhism.

- Confucius, born in 551 B.C. in China, founded
Confucianism.
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- Lao Zi, born in the same period and in China as Confucius,
wrote Dao De Jing (the book about the Way and its power),
and was revered as the Founder of Taoism.

- Jesus Christ, born in Bethlehem village, in West Asia at the
beginning of Western (Christian) calendar, self-proclaimed
as the Son of God who descended into the world for mankind
redemption and founded Catholicism.

- Mohammed, born in 571 A.D. in Mecca, Arabs, preached
the Koran and founded Islam.

* Tam Ky Phé D¢ (the Third Universal Salvation):
By the end of the Last Era, God founded the Great Way for
the Third Universal Salvation in South Vietnam in 1926. He
Himself is the invisible Founder of the Faith, employing
spiritic invocation to admit disciples and establish
Caodaism.

(Translator’s note: Please refer to answers 59 and 60 for related
information.)

59. What is Pai An Xd Ky Ba (the Third Grand Amnesty)?

It is stated in holy teachings that God initiates the Great Way
for the Third Universal Salvation, i.e., this is the third time
the Way is opened and corresponds to the Last Era, whereas
the First and the Second Universal Salvation correspond to
the First and the Middle Era, respectively. As this current
salvation is the last one of the three-era cycle, God grants a
grand amnesty to all beings; whoever sincerely self-
cultivates will be saved from the decadence.

Lao Zi taught in a séance as follows:

In this period of grand amnesty, every self-
cultivator can attain spiritual deliverance. Any
good deed being performed, no matter how
trivial it is, still is a good deed and counted
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triple.?8

Therefore, the cultivation method is taught more widely in
the Third Salvation than in the previous ones. The meditation
techniques are also simplified and easier to perform.
Especially for those cultivators who are determined in
practicing the method, if they cannot attain the spiritual
deliverance while being alive, after their death they will be
amnestied to continue their self-cultivation in the invisible
realm until becoming enlightened and no longer being
reborn in this world. These privileged and rare favors only
exist in the third era of decadence and thus, they are called
the third grand amnesty.

(Translator’s note: Please refer to answers 58, 60, and 61 for
related information.)

60. What is ha nguon mat kiép (the last era of
decadence)?

According to Cao Dai teaching, history of mankind is
divided into three eras: the First, the Middle, and the Last
Era.

Thuong nguon (The First Era) is also called the
prehistory period?’ in which mankind typically led an honest
and worry-free lifestyle.

Trung nguon (The Middle Era) is equivalent to the

2 Séance on February 14, 1972 at Co Quan Phé Thong Giao Ly Pai
DPao (the Organization for Preaching the Doctrine of the Great Way).

21 Translator’s note: Prehistory is the period of human activity
between the use of the first stone tools about 3.3 million years ago and
the invention of writing systems, the earliest of which
appeared about 5,300 years ago. [Source:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prehistory].


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stone_tools
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ancient history period?® and the early modern period?®; it is
characterized by fierce battles within and among countries.
People fought each other more and more atrociously due to
their greed and hatred.

Ha nguon (The Last Era) is equivalent to the late
modern period® continuing to the contemporary period3!
and the centuries that follow. In this period, science and
technology is extremely advanced; consequently, lifestyle in
advanced countries becomes more civilized and improved in
quality. However, also based on the scientific and
technological inventions, people make extremely dangerous
weapons of mass destruction, giving rise to imminently

2 Translator’s note: Ancient history is the aggregate of past
events from the beginning of recorded human history and extending
as far as the Early Middle Ages or the Postclassical Era. The span
of recorded  history is  roughly 5,000 years, beginning
with Sumerian Cuneiform script, the oldest discovered form of
coherent writing from the protoliterate period around the thirtieth
century B.C. [Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_history].

29 The early modern period began approximately in the early sixteenth
century; notable historical milestones from a worldwide standpoint
were its globalizing character. The period witnessed the exploration
and colonization of the Americas and the rise of sustained contacts
between previously isolated parts of the globe. [Source:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_modern_period].

%0 Translator’s note: The late modern period began approximately in
the mid-eighteenth century; notable historical milestones included
the French Revolution, the American Revolution, the Industrial
Revolution and the Great Divergence. It took all the human history up
to 1804 for the world's population to reach one billion; the next billion
came just over a century later, in 1927. [Source:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Modern_history#Late_modern_period].

31 Translator’s note: Contemporary history is a subset of modern
history which describes the historical period from approximately
1945 to the present. The term “contemporary history" has been in use
at least since the early nineteenth century. [Source:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Contemporary_history].


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_writing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_world
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_Middle_Ages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postclassical_Era
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Recorded_history
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sumer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuneiform_script
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protoliterate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_modern_period
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Proto-globalization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Americas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_modern_period
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Modern_history#Late_modern_period
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_Revolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Revolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Industrial_Revolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Industrial_Revolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Divergence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Modern_history
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Modern_history
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historical_period
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fierce wars. These detrimental effects are due to the
imbalanced development between the material civilization
and the spiritual ethics, threatening to destroy the entire
world. That is why the Last Era is also called ha nguon mat
kiép (the last era of decadence).

(Translator’s note: Please refer to answers 58 and 59 for related
information.)

61. What is Caodaist worldview?

First, Caodaists perceive the world both as a school and as a
site for their merit acquisition and virtue improvement to
speed up their evolution. Toward that end, God taught: The
world is a field of contest for work of merit.32

Thus, Caodaists should not be pessimistic nor deny societal
life. Instead, they should live conformingly with life
circumstances to fulfill their duties towards themselves,
families, societies, and countries, before and while stepping
into the stage of esoteric practice of deliverance.

Regarding the relationships to families, societies, and
countries, Caodaists practice the Man Way of Confucianism
to lead a moral life. Consequently, Caodaists highly
appreciate the filial worship of parents and ancestors, as well
as the reverence of national heroes.

(Translator’s note: Please refer to answer 71 for related information.)
62. What is Caodaist conception of an ideal human life?

Cao Dai teaching conveys an ideal society of human
fraternity and saintliness that is based on humaneness,
peacefulness, and progress.

32 Toa Thanh Tay Ninh (1973). Thanh Ngon Hiép Tuyén, q.1, tr. 34. In
H. B. and H. B. (Trans.) Collection of Selected CaoDai Holy Messages
(p. 63, Séance on the twenty-sixth day of the sixth month of Binh Dan
year, i.e., Aug. 4, 1926). Norfolk, Virginia: CreateSpace, 2015..
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God taught this: Whenever you, children, still see injustice
in this world, the Way has not yet been accomplished.33

Therefore, Caodaism should be a religion for humanity®* to
build the perfect world of universal harmony and justice.

(Translator’s note: Please refer to answer 63 for related information.)
63. Is Caodaism a humane religion?

Certainly yes. Caodaism perceives religion and mankind are
an entirety.%

Cao Dai teaching does not advice disciples to
seek happiness in the eternal realm of absolute
emptiness or in the grief-free Nirvana while other
people suffer from poverty, famine, ailments,
ignorance, discrimination, partition,
exploitation... 3

Another holy teaching affirms Caodaist guideline on

3 Toa Thanh Tay Ninh (1973). Thanh Ngon Hiép Tuyén, .1, tr. 105.
In H. B. and H. B. (Trans.) Collection of Selected CaoDai Holy
Messages (p. 152, Séance on April 15, 1926). Norfolk, Virginia:
CreateSpace, 2015.

3 Translator’s note: The Vietnamese term “nhan sinh™ is equivalent
to “humanity”, defined as “the characteristics, key events, and
situations which compose the essentials of human existence, such as
birth, growth, emotionality, aspiration, conflict, and mortality.”
[Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_condition].

% Toa Thanh Tay Ninh (1973). Thanh Ngon Hiép Tuyén, g.1, tr. 116.
In H. B. and H. B. (Trans.) Collection of Selected CaoDai Holy
Messages (pp. 136 - 137, Séance on the first day of the first month of
binh Mio year, i.e., Feb. 1%, 1927). Norfolk, Virginia: CreateSpace,
2015.

If you respect Me, you should respect the Way; and if you
respect the Way, you should also respect the entire mankind.

% Quan Am Bodhisattva, séance at Vinh Nguyén Tu pagoda on
January 25, 1974.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_condition
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humaneness as follows:

Regardless of any circumstances of the territory
or country, the spiritual life must be based on
humaneness.  Only in such practice, the
religious dogma would not fall into utopia or
illusion.®’

(Translator’s note: Please refer to answers 61 and 62 for related
information.)

V1. CAODAISM IN PRACTICE

64. How do Caodaists practice self-cultivation?

Like other religions, Caodaist congregation consists of lay
devotees and the clergy. The former are disciples who
practice the cultivation methods at home while fulfilling
their secular duties. The latter fully devote themselves to the
religion, and live and serve in holy houses or at the Holy See.

Disciples must observe the Five Precepts, and the Four Great
Rules.® They must adopt a vegetarian regimen of six days
per month (for the first six months after receiving the
Initiation Sacrament), and for ten days per month thereafter,
to gradually achieve the integral vegetarianism. Meanwhile,
they should practice self-perfectionation by performing
work of merit, work of virtue, and work of wisdom from the
easy and simple levels up to the more delicate and intricate
ones.

(Translator’s note: Please refer to answer 66 for related information.)

37 Pirc Lé Pai Tién, Thanh Gido Suu Tdp, Co Quan Phd Théng Gido
Ly Pai Pao 1970-71, p. 24, séance at the fourteenth night and the
fifteenth day of the second month of Canh Tuat year (March 21, 1970).

3 For further details, please check the Addendum section.
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65. What is Tam Co6ng (the Triple Work)?

Tam Cong (the Triple Work) consists of the following:

— Cong Qua (work of merit) is the practice that one
applies one’s own talents and possessions to perform good
deeds to help and benefit other beings in life as well as in
religious congregations.

— Cong Trinh (work of virtue) is the practice of
forging good conduct, eliminating bad habits and
detrimental behaviors, and persistantly cultivating to self-
perfectionate.

— Cong phu (work of wisdom) includes performing
the four daily prayer sessions as the initial practice of
composing one’s mind to achieve equanimity and be in
communion with Divine Beings. After receiving the esoteric
training, work of wisdom is the process of exercising the
meditation method to forge one’s body and mind into the
spiritual deliverance.

66. How do Caodaists practice vegetarianism?

Caodaist vegetarianism, like that of Buddhism, is to observe
the precept Do not kill, to avoid bad karma and to purify
one’s body and mind.

Disciples must adopt a vegetarian regimen of six days per
month, then proceed to ten days per month until achieving
the integral vegetarianism.

Vegetarian adepts should intake only plant-based foods, and
by all means they should avoid the animal-based products.
Cultivators of the great vehicle (meditation practitioners)
should also abstain from onions, shallots, scallions, garlics,
chives, animal-based milk and dairy products.

It is not necessary that vegetarian regimens be austere;
instead, they should be sufficiently nutritious to maintain a
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healthy body and lucid mind for the practitioner to complete
his/her journey of self-cultivation toward the deliverance.

(Translator’s note: Please refer to answer 64 for related information.)

67. What does it mean by tw dé - dé tha (self-liberate —
liberate others)?

T do - do tha (Self-liberate - liberate others) is the motto
Use fire to kindle fire in the Third Universal Salvation to
create a rapidly extended network of enlightenment in the
entirety of mankind. To self-liberate is to self-cultivate and
self-perfectionate to achieve the spiritual deliverance. But
one of the conditions to acquire the spiritual deliverance is
to amass sufficient work of merit and virtue by encouraging
and helping others in their self-cultivation for their own
salvation, namely, to liberate others. It is recommended that
each disciple guide twelve other people in their self-
cultivation such that the number of enlightened people
would increase exponentially.

Tw d¢ - do tha (Self-liberate — liberate others) in Caodaism
IS equivalent to Bodhisattva’s mission in Buddhism.
Caodaism perceives that liberating others is not only the
work of merit but also the mission for each Caodaist,
especially for the religious leaders progressing on the way of
the great vehicle. That is the mission of representing God to
save people, teaching to transform mankind on behalf of
God, to establish the era of virtue. Thus, it is also called the
mission of the great vehicle.

68. What are Caodaist typical daily activities?

In terms of religious activities: Caodaists perform the four
daily prayer sessions in front of the Divine Altar (at5and 11
a.m., 17 and 23 p.m.).

They attend services and ceremonies in holy houses twice
per month, on the new-moon and full-moon days. In
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addition, they should read holy messages and study Cao Dai
teaching every day to make progress in their self-cultivation.

Those receiving the esoteric training should practice
meditation four times per day.

Furthermore, depending on individual circumstances,
adherents should volunteer to serve the religion and society
or mutually help co-religionists, especially in marriage and
funeral events.

In terms of secular activities: Caodaists should perform their
daily activities, like any other ordinary people, to fulfill their
duties towards their families, societies, and countries. To
make a living, they should choose honest and ethical jobs.

69. What are Caodaist marriage regulations?

According to Thé Ludt (the Temporal Law) of Caodaism,
Articles Six to Ten regulate marriage as follows:

Article Six: Marriage is a very important event in a
person’s life. One must choose a spouse among
coreligionists, unless the outsider agrees to be initiated prior
to the wedding. (Please refer to the Temporal Law).

Article Seven: Eight days before the wedding, the
groom’s father or his representative should post an
announcement in the local holy house to inform all
coreligionists, to avoid unforeseen incidents in the future.

Article Eight: After the wedding, the bride and the
groom should come to the local holy house to receive the
rites and sacrament of matrimony.

Article Nine: Once these laws are promulgated,
adepts are forbidden to take concubines. If a spouse passes
away, the widow/widower may remarry.

Should the wife have no offspring to continue the
family lineage, the husband may marry a second wife only
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when the first wife be the principal contractual party to this
union.

Acrticle Ten: Divorce is forbidden, except in cases of
adultery or infractions of filial piety towards the in-laws.

70. How are Caodaist funerals organized?

- When a Caodaist is dying, his/her family and
coreligionists recite kinh hdp hoi (prayer for the moribund)
to empower the soul to gently leave the body. At this point,
a clergy would come to perform Phép doan nghiét (the
Karma-breaking Sacrament). (This sacrament is applied
only on the moribund adepts who practice a minimum ten-
day vegetarianism.)

- Kinh tan liém (the shrouding prayer) is chanted at
the shrouding ceremony, then a clergy performs phép xac or
phép vinh sanh (the Eternity Sacrament) in the coffin
ceremony.

- After the shrouding and coffin ceremonies, the
tablet for the deceased will be set, followed by the
distribution of mourning clothes to family members.

- While waiting for the burial, kink cau siéu (prayer
for the repose of the soul) is chanted in front of the Divine
Altar every day at the four daily prayer sessions, and family
members offer meals in front of the coffin.

- Before the funeral procession, family members pay
their last respects in front of the coffin while coreligionists
chant kinh dong quan (prayer for moving the coffin).

- During the procession, kinh dwa linh (prayer for the
burial procession) is chanted.

- Atthe grave site, the clergy performs bi tich tran
than (the Warding Sacrament) while coreligionists chant
kinh ha rong (prayer for the burial).
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Next is kinh tir gic mo phan (prayer to see off the dead),
followed by kinh rudc linh vé nha (prayer to guide the soul
back home).

- At home kinh an linh sang (prayer to settle the tablet
on the altar) is chanted.

- From that day on, the ritual group at the local holy
house will come for service of ciing ciru (the nine-day prayer
sessions) every nine days from the deceased day, for a total
of nine sessions, that is, eighty-one days. (These prayer
sessions are only applied for deceased adepts who practiced
vegetarianism of at least ten days a month).

- Two hundred days after the last nine-day prayer
session would be e Tieu tuwong (the first Memorial Service).

- Three hundred days after the first Memorial Service
would be /¢ Dai tuong (the last Memorial Service).

- After the last Memorial Service, family members
would organize anniversaries every year on the deceased
day.

For dignitaries, funeral ceremonies are organized differently
from the above-mentioned.

71. How do Caodaists worship their ancestors?

Caodaists worship the ancestors in accord with Confucian
traditions. They perform filial duty to show their gratitude
and pay respects to their ancestors as well as to deceased
parents.

In each adherent’s home, beside the Divine Altar that is set
up at the most solemn place, there are other altars for the
ancestors and deceased parents. Shown on these altars are
the deceased parent’s photograph and the tablet with his/her
full name and date of death. In addition, there should be at
least an incense burner, or be more complete with a pair of
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candle holders and a brass burner.

Family members light incense sticks on the altars on a daily
basis to commemorate the ancestors and/or deceased
parents.

On the anniversary day, family members offer flowers,
fruits, and full meals on the ancestor altar (Cao Dai teaching
recommends the offerings be vegetarian foods). All family
members, the older ahead of the younger, would pay their
respects in front of the altar. Then, they gather and share the
meal in the spirit of intimate blood relationship.

(Translator’s note: Please refer to answer 61 for related information.)

72. When should Caodaists renounce the secular life
and devote themselves to religious activities?

Usually when the adepts are no longer bound with their
duties toward families and society, they may willfully
renounce the secular life and move into a holy house or the
Holy See to fully devote themselves to religious
performance and improve their virtues. Most of these people
are at or close to their retirement age.

Yet, young adepts may also willfully dedicate themselves to
the monastic life, leaving home for the holy house to accept
religious obligations and duties and to self-cultivate
throughout their lifetimes.
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APPENDICES

Phap Chanh Truyén (The Constitution)

GIAO TONG is your eldest brother. He is empowered
to represent your Master to guide all of you in religious as
well as in secular life. He has power over corporal matters,
but no power over the soul. He is empowered to
communicate with the Thirty-Six Heavens and the Seventy-
Two Planets to plead for all of you. Listen! You all must obey
him.

CHUONG PHAP of the three orders are Taoism,
Confucianism, and Buddhism. The laws of the Three
Religions are distinctive, but in front of your Master they
should be the same. They are empowered to examine the
laws before implementation, whether handed down by Gido
Tong or presented by Pau Sie. If both parties do not concur,
the laws must be submitted to Ho Phap who will go to Hiép
Thién Pai (House of Communion with God) to invoke your
Master to amend them or to redraft the laws. Thus, they have
the power to examine religious documents before their
publication. If any writing corrupts the ethical way of life,
they must disallow such publication. All disciples are
obliged to comply with the temporal laws. Your Master
advises all of you to help Chuong Phap fulfill their duties.
Each Chuong Phdp has his own seal of order. Each law must
bear all three seals before it can be implemented. You all
must obey them.

PAU SU are empowered to administer both religious

% Toa Thanh Tay Ninh (1973). Thanh Ngén Hiép Tuyén, g. 1. In H.B.
and H.B. Collection of Selected CaoDai Holy Messages (pp. 96 — 98,
séance on the sixteenth day of the tenth month of Binh Dan year, i.e.,
Sunday Nov. 20, 1926). Norfolk, Virginia: CreaSpace, 2015.
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and temporal lives of the adepts. They have the power to
draft the law but they must present them to Giao Téng for
approval. These laws must be examined seriously to see
whether they support the welfare of humanity. Before
approving these laws, Giao Tong must present them to
Chuong Phap for a review. Chuong Phdp must obey Gido
Tong as if these laws came from Giao Tong. Should any law
go against the welfare of humanity, the three Chuong Phdp
may petition for abrogation. Your Master advises you to
urge them if any serious matter arises.

The three orders are slightly different, but their powers are
the same. If any law is handed down by Gi&o Téng, yet it is
signed in disagreement by all three Pdu S, this law must be
returned to Gido Tong, and he will order Chuong Phdp to
review it carefully. Each Pau Sw has his own seal of order,
and each document must bear all three seals before it can be
implemented. Listen! You all must obey them.

PHOI SU'there are twelve in each of the three orders,
that is thirty-six in number. Among them there are three
Chdanh Phéi Suw. These three are empowered to administer
on behalf of Pdu Sw, but they are not empowered to petition
to abrogate a law. Listen! You all must obey them.

GIAO SU There are seventy-two in number, twenty-
four in each of the three orders. Gido Sur instructs the adepts
in their religious and temporal lives. They must look after
the adherents as an elder brother would his younger
siblings. They keep the registers of all adherents. They must
attend to the marriages and the funerals of each follower. In
a large district, they have the authority to administer and
officiate at religious services as would Pau Sw or Phéi Sir.
They are empowered to present an entreaty to God
regarding the laws that impair humanity or to plead for
mitigation of those laws. They should be close to each
follower like siblings in a family helping one another. Listen!
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You all must obey them.

GIAO HUU are those who preach the teaching of
your Master. They are empowered to request for the
mitigation of the laws. They are three thousand in number,
one thousand in each of the three orders. This number must
not be increased or decreased. They are empowered to
officiate at religious services and oversee the holy houses in
minor provinces.

LE SANH must have good character and are selected
among the adepts to perform services. They are empowered
to perform the initiation ceremony of enshrinement for each
adept. Your Master insists that Lé Sanh be His favorites;
hence, do not bully them. One must be admitted into the rank
of Lé Sanh before aspiring into the ecclesiastic hierarchy,
except for those receiving special awards from your Master
to bypass this path. Listen! You all must obey them.

Should a PAU SUaspire to become a CHUONG PHAP, all
three Dau Sw must vote to elect him.

Should a PHOI SU aspire to become a DAU SU, all thirty-
six Phoi Sw must vote to elect him.

Should a GIAO SU  aspire to become a PHOI SU, all
seventy-two Gidao Su must vote to elect him.

Should a GIA0 HUU aspire to become a GIAO SU, all three
thousand Giao Hiru must vote to elect him.

Should a LE SANH aspire to become a GIAO HUU. all the
other Lé Sanh must vote to elect him.

Should an adept aspire to become a LE SANH, all the adepts
must vote to elect him.

Only when your Master descends in séance to appoint
someone to a rank, may this law be waived.

As for the GIAO TONG rank, CHUONG PHAP and PAU
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SU may compete but they must submit themselves to election
by all the adepts. Only when your Master descends in séance
to appoint someone to a rank, may this law be waived.

You all must obey them.
Your Master blesses you all.
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Phap Chanh Truyén Hiép Thién Dai

(The Constitution for House of Communion
with God)*

JADE EMPEROR SUPREME GOD, namely, CAO DAI
teaching the Way in the South.

Children! All disciples! Listen and obey!

Hiép Thién Dai is where your Master resides to hold the
supreme authority of the Way. As the Way exists, so does
Hiép Thién Dai.

Your Master said that the Five Branches of the Great Way
had failed because He had entrusted the saintly teaching to
sentient beings. They strayed further and further from the
saintly teaching to become profane teachings. Therefore,
your Master decided that He Himself would come to teach
you, children, and would not delegate the task to any sentient
beings.

Moreover, Hiép Thién Dai is where Giao Tong comes to
communicate with the Thirty-Six Heavens, the Three
Thousand Worlds, the Sixty-Eight Planets, and the Ten Hells
to plead for the salvation of mankind in its entirety. Your
Master just discussed the spiritual implication of Hiép Thién
Dai, now He continues to its temporal usage.

Hiép Thién Pai is presided by Hp Phap, with Thuong Sanh
on his left and Thirong Pham on his right side. Your Master
also appointed Thdp Nhi Thoi Quan (the Twelve Lords of
Zodiac) divided into three groups as follows:

4 Toa Thanh Tay Ninh (1973). Thanh Ngén Hiép Tuyén, g. 1. In H.B.
and H.B. Collection of Selected CaoDai Holy Messages (pp. 96 — 98,
séance on the twenty-first day of the first month of Dinh Mao year,
i.e., Feb. 13, 1927). Norfolk, Virginia: CreaSpace, 2015.
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Ho Phap is empowered to preside the Phap (Law) affairs,
including the following dignitaries:
Hdu as Bao Phap
Pt as Hién Phdp
Nghia as Khai Phap
Trang as Tiép Phdp.
Their tasks are to protect religious and temporal laws. No
one can bypass Hiép Thién Dai to break the laws.

Thwong Pham is empowered to preside the Pao (Spiritual)
affairs, including the following dignitaries:

Chuwong as Bdao Pao
Twoi as Hién Pao
bai as Khai Pao
Trong as Tiép Pao

Their tasks are to oversee the religious affairs in houses of
meditation and holy houses. They must look after all
disciples of your Master, preventing these adepts from
violating the laws and being severely disciplined.

Thiong Sanh is empowered to preside the Thé (temporal)
affiars, including the following dignitaries:

Phuéce as Bao Thé
Manh as Hién Thé
Théu as Khai Thé

Vinh as Tiép Thé

Your Master advises you, children, to perform your tasks
with impartiality.

He also warns that more power necessarily induces more
severe sanctions.
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Your Master blesses all his children.
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Ngii Gi¢i Cam (The Five Precepts)

After being initiated into the Way, the adepts must improve
their virtues. They must observe the Five Precepts, which are

FIRST, DO NOT KILL: Do not kill or torture any
living beings, that is, do not execute nor inflict on any
persons or animals, and avoid all unnecessary killing or
inflicting even on insects and plants.

SECOND, DO NOT STEAL: It is forbidden to rob,
to take without permission, to cheat, to borrow without
returning, to conceal stolen goods, to pick up lost objects, to
covet property wrongfully obtained, to intentionally injure
others for self-gain, to gamble, or to swindle others.

THIRD, DO NOT COMMIT ADULTARY: It is
forbidden to take someone else’s spouse, to lead a lasvicious
life, to incite others into committing immoral acts, to be
aroused by a person’s beauty, or to speak flirtatiously.

FOURTH, DO NOT OVER-INDULGE: It is
forbidden to indulge in gluttony, to eat and drink
excessively, to get intoxicated and disrupt the peace of the
community, or to always pine for good food and good drink.

FIFTH, DO NOT UTTER INJURIOUS WORDS: It
Is forbidden to lie, to deceive others, to brag, to expose
other’s faults, to turn a falsehood into a truth, to weave a truth
into a falsehood, to ridicule, to denigrate, to malign others,
to incite anger, to bring suit against others, to speak vulgarly,
to curse others, to denigrate religions, or to break promises.
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T Pai Piéu Qui (The Four Great Rules)

Adepts must improve their conduct by observing the
following Four Great Rules:

1) THE FIRST RULE: Obey the superiors’
instructions; do not feel slighted by the counsels of
subordinates; treat each other with courtesy to maintain
harmony. If a mistake is made, repent and accept the
consequences.

2) THE SECOND RULE: Do not boast of one’s
talents; do not be arrogant; forget oneself to promote the
welfare of others. Help others to successfully follow the
Way; do not bear grudges; do not suppress the meek and
gentle.

3) THE THIRD RULE: Keep a clear account of
money matters; do not borrow without repaying. Behave
respectfully towards the superiors; superiors teach the
subordinates with courtesy; subordinates counsel the
superiors with humility, modesty, and respect.

4) THE FOURTH RULE: Be respectful equally in
the person’s presence and absence; do not show respect in
front of him/her, then contempt at his/her back. Do not
remain indifferent without words of reconciliation when
coreligionists engage in rivalry. Do not make public private;
do not attend to personal matters and disregard collective
ones. Obey the laws. Do not take personally the superiors’
instructions and the subordinates’ advices. Do not use
authority to repress the capabilities of others.
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CAO DAI VAN DAP
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LOI TUA

bao Cao Déi la ,mc}t ton giao mai, dugc Ptrc Chi Ton khai
sang vao dau thé ky XX tai Viét Nam. Vi qua trinh truyén
dao chi hon bay muoi ndm, nhi€u kinh dié€n, thanh gido da
dugc pho bién kha sau rong.

Tirndm At Ty 1965, Co Quan Pho Thong Gido Ly Pai Dao
da dugc On Trén diu dat xwong minh Gido 1y Pai Pao trén
nén tang kinh dién Cao Dai tir thot so khai dén nay.

Mot trong nhiing thanh qua cua Co Quan 1a quyén Cao Dai
Van Bap ne}y, c6 muc dich gidi thi¢u Daq qu bai mot cach
don gian bang nhirng giai dap cin ban vé nén DPao.

Quyén sach da duoc thong qua Hoi Pong Nghién Ciru Gio
Ly Co Quan sau khi stra chita hi¢u dinh nghiém tuc. Tuy
nhién nhiing ¥ kién xay dung cua chu vi s€ goép phan hoan
chinh cOng trinh nay hon nira.

Mong rang quyén sach giup ich dugc phan nao cho moi tin
hiru dao tam trén duong tim hiéu Pao Cao Dai.

bong Chi nam Ky Mao, 1999
TM. Ban Thuong Vu
Co Quan Phd Théng Gigo LyPai Pao
Hiép Ly Minh Dao
CHI HUNG
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TIEU DAN
Quyén “Cao Pai Van Pap” do Ban Van Hoéa Co Quan Pho
Thong Giao Ly Dai Dao bién soan, nham gioi thi¢u ton giao

Cao Dai mot cach ngan gon.

Hinh thtrc van dap s€ gitip doc gia budc dau nam dugc cac
ndi dung quan trong cua dao Cao Pai gom:

l.- So luoc st dao.

1.- Co céu to chuc.

I11.- Muc dich ton chi.

IV.-Nghi 1 va cach thd phugng.

V.- Giao 1y cén ban

V.- Céch thirc tu hanh va gitt dao cua tin d6.
Di nhién, bay muoi hai cau van dap khong di gioi thigu hét
hinh thirc lan n6i dung cta nén DBao, nhung toi thi€u ciing
giai dap duoc nhitng cau hoi thuong gap vé dao Cao bai.

R4t mong nhan dugc nhiéu y kién cuia cac bac dao tam thirc
gia, dé quyén sach nhé niy hoan bi hon khi tai ban.

Ban Bién Soan
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I. SO LUQC SU PAO

1. Pao Cao Dai do ai sang lap?

Pao Cao Dai do buc Cao bai Thuong Pé tac Puc Ngoc
Hoang Thuong Dé ma Thién Chua gido goi 1a Pirc Chua
Troi,*! sang 1ap tai nude Viét Nam vao dau thé ky XX qua
cac su kién chinh yéu sau day:

- Vao dau nim 1921, qua phuong tién thong linh
bang co but (giang co), Pirc Thuong Dé 1an dau tién xung
danh 12 "Cao Pai Tién Ong Pai B6 Tat Ma Ha Tat" va
chanh thtc thau nhan Ngai Ngé Van Chiéu lam dé tr dau
tién.

- Sau khi cac vi Cao Quynh Cu, Pham Cong Téc,
Cao Hoai Sang vang linh lam 1€ vong thién cau dao vao
ngay mung 1 - 11 - At Stru (16-12-1925); ngay 19-12-1925
Ptc Thuong Pé giang co mirng cho cac Ong:

Mirng thay gap g6 Dao Cao Dai
Dém Lé Giang Sinh 24-12-1925, Ngai giang co day nhu
sau.

Ngoc Hoang Thieong Pé Cao Pai Tién Ong Pai Bo Tt
Ma Ha Tat Gido Dao Nam Phuong,

Muén kiép cé Ta nim chii quyén,

Vui long tu niém hwong an thién;

Dao mau rwéi khdp noi trin thé,

Ngan tuoi muén tén gii tron bién.*?

41 Do Thai gido goi 1a Pirc Jéhovah; Hbi gido goi 1a Pirc Alah.

“2 Thanh Ngon Hiép Tuyén, q.1, Toa Thanh Tay Ninh ,1973, tr.5, dan
co Christmas 1925.
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Vay Dao Cao Dai do buc Ngoc Hoang Thugng Dé tic Duic
Cao Dai Tién Ong bai B6 Tat Ma Ha Tat sang lap.

2. Nguoi dé tir dau tién cia Piec Cao Dai 1a ai?

Nhu trén d3 néi, ngudi dé tir dau tién cua Dic Cao Dai 1a
Ngai Ng6 Minh Chiéu (thé danh 1a Ng6 Van Chiéu) vi:

- Vao dau nam 1920, trong mot budi cau tién tai
nha Ngai Ng6 ¢ Tan An (tinh Long An ngay nay), c6 mot
vi tién giang co xung 1a "Cao Dai Tién Ong" ma trudc do
chua hé co6 ai dugc bi€t danh hi¢u gom bon chir nay.

- Vao Trung Thu ndm Canh Than (26.9.1920), tai
Ha Tién, Ngai Ngo6 duoc biét danh hiéu "Cao Pai" lan nira
qua cac cau thanh thi:

Cao Dai minh nguyét Ngé Vin Chiéu,
Linh lung van héc thé quang Diéu.®

-Va vao dau niam 1921, Dtic Cao Dai chinh thirc
thau nhan ngai Ng6 Van Chi€u lam d¢ tur dau tién tai Phu
Quoc.

3. Pao Cao Pai co6 phai la mét ton giao chinh danh?
Dao Cao Dai 1a mot ton gido chinh thirc va chinh danh.

- Chinh thtrc vi cac vi tong do dau tién da lap to
Khai Tich Dao goi dén chinh quyén ngay 23 thang 8 nim
Binh Dan (29.9.1926), va t6 chire dai 1& Khai Minh Pai Pao
trudc  chinh quyén va cong chung ngay 15 thang 10 nim
Binh Dan 19.11.1926). Trong 1& nay hang Giéo

 Lich sir Quan Phit Ngé Vin Chiéu, Cao Pai Chiéu Minh V6 Vi Tam
Thanh, Sai Gon 1962.
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pham duoc tan phong va tho ldnh Phap Chanh Truyén cia
Dai bao Tam Ky Pho DJ.

- La ton gido chinh danh vi dao Cao Dai c6 dlc tin
noi e Thuong Dé va cac Pang Thiéng Liéng; c6 Giéo
Hoi hoan chinh tai Toa thanh dé diéu khién toan dao; c6
Giao luat va kinh sach truyén ba ton chi, myc dich, gido ly
Dao; c¢6 Gido phap cong truyén 1an tim truyén; c6 déng dao
tin d0 va nhiéu Thanh that & trong nudc va nude ngoai.

4. Xin cho biét mdt so di tich va sw kién lich sir quan
trong thoi so khai cua Dao Cao Dai?

4.1. Duong Poéng Pht Qudc: 13 noi Ptc Ngo6 Minh
Chiéu duoc Puc Cao Dai Thuong Dé thau nhan 1am nguoi
dé tir dau tién tai Quan Am Ty vao mung 1 Tét Tan Dau
(08.2.1921) va duoc nhan lanh dau hiéu Thién Nhan lan dau
tién vao ngay 13.3 nim Tan Dau (20.4.1921) dé lam biéu
tugng tho phuong trong Pao Cao Dai tir 4y dén nay.

4.2. Vinh Nguyén Tu: tai quan Can Giudc tinh Long
An, vbn 1a ngdi chua dao Minh Pudng do Ngai Théi Lio
Su Lé Pao Long thanh 1ap. Ngay 4.3.1926 chu vi Tién Khai
Pai Pao dugc linh On Trén dén day 1ap dan cau co dé
Ngai Lé Pao Long (dic qua Nhu Y Pao Thoan Chon
Nhon) giang day cac dé tir cua Ngai qui nhap Pao Cao bai.
Ptic Chi Ton da ding noi ndy thau nhan nhimg st d6 trung
kién lam ndng cbt, ban phong Thién Sac dé nhan lanh cong
viéc khai dao truyén ba giao 1y trong Tam Ky Pho .

Noi day ciing 12 noi Pirc Chi Tén cho l4p ra céc kinh dién
luat phap Pao trong buoi so khai.

4.3. Su kién 1ap to Khai Tich Pao: Pugc linh day,
ngay 23.8 Binh Dan (29.9.1926) chu vi Tién Khai Dai Dao
hoi hop vai trén 200 tin d6 tai nha 6ng Nguyén Van Tudng
& hém s6 237 bis dudng Galliéni Saigon (nay 1a dudong Tran
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Hung Pao, Quan I) dé lap to Khai Tich Pao goi dén chinh
quyén duong thoi.

Vé sau, tir 1938 hang nam Thanh That Cau Kho lam L& Ky
ni¢m ngay Khai Tich Dao va dén nay Nam Thanh Thanh
That (so 124 — 126 duodng Nguyen Cu Trinh, Quén I, thanh
ph6 HO Chi Minh) tiép nbi truyén thong do, to chirc 18 ky
niém vao ngay 23.8 am lich.

4.4. Thién Lam Tu (T Lam Tu) tai GO Kén (nay
thugc xa Long Thanh Trung, huyén Hoa Thanh, tinh Tay
Ninh). B¢ Chi Ton da dung noi nay Khai Minh DPai Pao
vao ngdy Ram thang 10 Binh Dan (1926) truéc qubc dan
ba tanh. Pén nam 1927, Hoi Thanh xay dung Thanh That
cling tai lang Long Thanh, tr¢ nén Toa Thanh Tay Ninh
ngay nay Thanh ngén Bic Chi Tén vao thang 7 nam 1926
nhu sau:

Ngoc Hoang Thieong Dé viét Cao Dii Gido
Dao Nam Phwong,

"Céc con nghe Thay day:

Noi nao Thdy ngw thi noi dy la Thanh dia.... Vay
thi 1a lang Long Thanh, cac con kh& an long...

Cdc con phai chung hiép nhau ma lo cho hoan
toan Toa Thanh, chi chi ciing tai Tday Ninh ndy
ma thoi.*

5. Pén Thanh Toa Thanh Tiy Ninh dwoc xdy cit tir
nam nao va do ai chu tri?

Ban dau Dén Thanh Toa Thanh Tay Ninh dugc cat don so
bang tranh tr ndm 1927; nam 1932 khoi sy dao mong, xay

4 Thanh Ngbn Hiép Tuyén, q.1, Toa Thanh Tay Ninh, 1973, tr.98, dan
co thang 2 nam 1927.
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dung qua nhiéu giai doan dén nim 1953 méi hoan thanh
my man.

Nhiing vi chirc sac dau tién cia Hoi Thanh nhu cac Ngai:
Pham Cong Tic, Cao Quynh Cu, Nguyén Ngoc Tho,
Nguyén Ngoc Tuong ... déu c6 cong 16n trong viéc chi dao
khai pha dat, rimg va kién trac Toa Thénh.

Ngoai ra do nguyén tic hanh dao cua Pao Cao Dai 1a
"Thién nhon hi€p nhut" nén cong cudc xay dung Toa Thanh
han nhién c6 sy phdi hop ciia nhon tam cung Thién .

6. Xin cho biét y nghia danh xung Pai Pao Tam Ky Pho
bo?

Dai Dao: la nguyén ly chung cua moi ton gido, la duong 16i
chung nhiit ma ton gido nao ciing theo dudi dé cai thién xa
héi va giai thoat tdm linh.

Tam Ky Pho Po: d6 khip nhan sanh ky thir ba, twong tng
v6i thoi dai ngay nay (ky thir nhat vao thoi Thuong ¢6 cd
cac ddng Phuc Hi, Moise... ra doi. Ky thr hai ¢6 cac dang
Thich Ca, Lao Tu, Khéng T, Jesus Christ, Mohamet ra doi
dé phd d6 nhan loai).

Pai Pao Tam Ky Pho D6 1a Pao ctua Puc Thuong Dé lap
ra trong thoi ky phd do th ba trén tinh than "Tam gIaO qui
nguyén, Van gido nhirt Iy" dé diu dat loai nguoi song co
dao duc, bibt huéng thuong va sau cing biét tu luyén dén
murc giac ngd hoan toan, hi€¢p mot dugc voi Puc Thuong
Dé.

DPao mé ky ba 1a ky sau cung, két thuc mét dai chu ky cua
vii tru nén c¢6 muc dich dai dé)ng gidi thoat, tan do ching
sanh va nguoi gidc ngd duogc dai an xa.

bai bao Tam Ky Phé Do duoc goi tit 1a Pao Cao Dai.
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7. Y nghia ciia hai chir Cao Dai?

- Cao Dai nghia den la céi dai, cai thap cao, am chi
dinh cao nhuat cua vii try, 1a dich tién hoa sau cung cua
chung sanh.

- Cao Dai la ta danh ctua Dic Thuong Dé khi mo
Dao ky thir ba nay, nham néu 1én thién y 1a Dang Tbi Cao
dang dén diu dit nhan loai quay tro vé ngudn coi cao nhut
ctia minh chinh 12 Thuong Dé.

- Cao Dai ciing chinh 13 chd cao nht trong tAm linh
con nguoi, dao phap goi la Né hudn cung trong nao bg. Pat
dén noi d6 con ngudi co thé thong cong, hiép nhit duoc voi
Thuong Dé 1a Cao Dai cua vii try.

Mo dau Thanh Ngoén Hiép Tuyén, quyén sich suu tap
nhimng bai thanh ngoén trong thoi ky so khai cua dao Cao
Pai, s& thiy ngay hong danh nay:

NGQC HOANG THUQNG DE viét CAO DAI

TIEN ONG PAI BO TAT MA HA TAT Gido

Dao Nam Phuwong®
Cung trong Thanh Ngoén Hiép Tuyén, vao ngay 26.4 Binh
Dan (8.6.1926) c6 bai Thanh ngdn bang Phap van xung
danh nhu sau:

Cao Pai, Le Trés Haut. (Cao Dai, Pang Tbi Cao)*®
Ngay 28.10.1926 ciing viét: Dieu Tout Puissant qui vient
sous le nom de Cao bai.

(Thuong Dé toan ning dén dudi danh hiéu Cao Dai).¥

% Thanh Ngén Hiép Tuyén, g.1, Toa Thanh Tay Ninh ,1973, tr.5, dan
co Christmas 1925.

% Thanh Ngon Hiép Tuyén, q.1, Toa Thanh Tay Ninh, 1973, p.23, dan
co ngdy 26 thang 4 nim Binh Déan (Thir Ba 8.6.1926).

4 Thanh Ngon Hiép Tuyén, 0.1, Toa Thanh Tay Ninh, 1973, tr.55, dan
co ngay 18 thang 9 nam Binh Dan (Tht Ba 26.10.1926).
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Qua céach xung danh nhu trén, Puc "Cao Pai" xac nhan
chinh Ngai 1a Piac Ngoc Hoang Thuong Dé trén Thién
Binh.

Gido Iy Cao Pai con giai thich danh hiéu "Cao DPai Tién
Ong Pai Bo6Tat Ma Ha Tat" 1a tiéu biéu cho ton chi "Tam
gido qui nguyén" cua Pai Pao Tam Ky Phd Do:

Cao Pai chi Bao Nho
Tién Ong chi Pao Tién
Dai B6 Tat Ma Ha Tat chi Pao Phat

8. Dao Cao Dai c6 bao nhiéu Phai?

Theo dién tién cua s dao, Pao Cao Dai phat trién thanh
cac phai sau:

8.1. Phai Tay Ninh: That ra day 1a Hoi Thanh Cao
Pai dau tién dugc thanh 1ap vao Pai 1& Khai Minh Dai
Pao Ram thang 10 ndm Binh Dan (19.11.1926) dong thoi
v6i su ban bd Phap Chanh Truyén (Hién Phap Pao) cua
Puc Cao Pai Thugng Dé. Phai Tay Ninh lap Toa Thanh tai
lang Long Thanh, quan Phu Khuong, tinh Tay Ninh. Ngai
Thuong Pau Su Thuong Trung Nhyt (Lé Vin Trung) tho
Iénh Chuong Quan Toa Thanh Tay Ninh tir ngay 15.4.1928
va duoc ban quyén “Quyén Gido Tong vé phan xac” boi
Dao Nghi Pinh thtr nhi, ngay 3.10. Canh Ngo (1930). Dia
chi hién nay: thi tran Hoa thanh, H. Hoa thanh, tinh Tay
Ninh.

8.2. Phai Minh Chon Lyt do Ngai Phdi Su Thai Ca
Thanh lanh dao, 18p nén Ho61 Thanh Dinh Tuong tai Cau
V¥, My Tho (Tlen Giang) ndam 1930. Sau khi thanh lép,
phai nay di thay ddi cach thd phuong va str dung mot sd
bai kinh riéng. Hién nay Hoi thanh c6 tén Hoi thanh Cao
Pai Chon Ly, dia chi: Ap My an, xa My phong, TP. M§ tho
(Tién Giang).
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8.3. Phéj Tién Thién. Phai Tién Thién do mot Hoi
Thanh gom That thanh do Ptrc Chi Ton sac phong ngay
13.8. Binh Mao (1927) tai Thanh tinh Thién Thai ( Pong
Thép):*8
-Thai Chuong Phap Phan Vin Tong

-Thuong Chudéng Phap Lé Kim Ty

-Thuong Chudng Phap Nguyén Hitu Chinh

-Ngoc Chudng Phap Nguyén Thé Hién

-Déau Su Tran Loi Thai

-Thuong Pau Su Nguyén Buru Tai

-Thuong Pau Su Nguyén Tan Hoai
va That hién (bay Vi Phdi sur) lanh dao, 1ap nén Hoi Thanh
Tién Thién Pai Pao Tam Ky Pho Do goi tat 1a Ho1 Thanh
Tién Thién. Toa Thanh trung vong hién nay dat tai xa Tién

thuy, huyén Chau thanh, tinh Bén Tre tic 13 Toa Thanh
Chau Minh.

8.4. Phai Minh Chon Pao do Ngai Ngoc Chudng
Phéap Tran Pao Quang hop tac véi cac vi Cao Triéu Phat,
Phan Van Thiéu thanh 1ap tai Giéng Bém - Bac Liéu (nam
1932). Toa Théanh dit tai Thanh That Hau Giang goi 1a Toa
Thanh Ngoc Sic, dia chi hién nay : Ap Xom s&, xa HO Thi
Ky, huyén Thdéi binh, tinh Ca Mau.

8.5. Phai Ban Chinh Pao do Ngai Quyén Thuong
Pau Su Nguyén NgocTuong hop tac véi Ngai Quyén Ngoc
Pau Su Lé Ba Trang thanh lap nim 1934 tai Thanh That
An Héi duong Truong DPinh, khu phé 6 thi xa Bén Tre.

8.6. Phai Bach Y Lién Poan Chon Ly: Toa thanh
Ngoc Kinh dat tai Thanh that Mong Tho tinh Kién Giang

8 Theo Lurgc sir Pao Cao Dai Tién Thién Dai Pao Tam Ky Phé D¢ -
Ban Tin St
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do quy Ngai Truong Minh Tong va T6 Buu Tai 1ap ra nam
1936. Ngai Té Buu Tai dugc thién phong Ngoc Pau Su
Chudng Quan Hoi Thanh Bach Y. Dia chi hi¢én nay: Ap
Hoa An, xa Mong Tho B, huyén Chau thanh, tinh Kién
Giang.

8.7. Phai Truyén Gido Cao Pai tai Trung Hung Biru
Tda, s6 63 duong Hai Phong, thi xa Pa Nang do gidi huéng
dao mién Trung thanh 14p ngdy mdng 1 thag 6 nim Binh
Than (8-7-1956), Ngai Phbi Su Hué Luong (Tran Vin Qué)
la Chu Trudéng Hoi Thanh.

8.8. Phai Cao Dai Cau Kho Tam Quan: Khoang
nam 1927 hai vi Nguyén Hiru Phuong va Nguyén Hitu Hao
tor Binh Dinh vao Sai Gon nhap mon tai Thanh Thét Cau
Kho r6i vé hop tac xdy Thanh that Cao Pai tai nha 6ng Phan
Boi & Hoai Nhon — Binh Pinh. Pén Ram thang hai Mau
Dan (1938) 1am 18 Hoat Khai 14p Thanh Thit Trung Uong
cling tai xa Tam quan, huyén Hoai Nhon, tinh Binh Dinh.

Nam 1959 t6 chirc Hoi Thanh Trung Uong Trung Viét Tam
Quan (Binh Dinh).

Danh hiéu sau cung la H6i Thanh Cao Pai Cau Kho Tam
Quan.

8.9. Phai Chiéu Minh: Phéi nay khéng lap Thanh
That hay Toa Théanh, chi tu tinh theo tdm phap vo vi do
Ngai Ng6 Minh Chiéu truyen day cho moét s6 d¢é tir luc sanh
tién tir gitta ndm Binh Dan (1926). [Sau khi Ngai tu luyén
theo sy diu dit cua Puac Cao Pai tir ndm 1921 tai Phu
Qudc].
Ngoai ra, sau khi Ngai Ngo Minh Chiéu dang thién (13-3-
Nham Than tirc 18-4-1932), cac dé tir cia Ngai da lap To
Pinh Chiéu Minh (Thanh Pac T6 Pinh Chiéu Minh Tam
Thanh) tai s6 264 duong 30 thanh 4 thi xi Can Tho. Noi
nay dugc xem 1 tiéu biéu cho truyén théng tu luyén dao
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phap tdm truyén cua Ngai Ngo, tic "phai" Chiéu Minh dao
Cao bai.

8.10. Phai Cao Pai Chiéu Minh Long Chau thanh
lap Hoi Thanh nim 1956 do 6ng Nguyén Vin Tu thanh
danh Thién Huyén Tam lam Chuéng quan Ctru Trung Dai,
ong Lé Hiru Loc thanh danh Ngoc Minh Khai lam Chon su
Hi¢p Thién Dai, ba Tt Ly, HO1 truong nit phai. Toa Thanh
Long Chau toa lac tai xa Tan Pht'Thanh, huyén Chau Thanh
A, tinh Can Tho tap hop trén 20 Thanh tinh. Phai Cao DPai
Chiéu Minh Long Chau chu truong vira tu phd d6 vira theo
tuyén do.

9. Co Quan pho Thong Gido Ly Pai Pao cé phai 1a mot
Chi Phéi?

Co Quan Pho Thong Gido Ly chinh thirc khai mac vin
phong vao ngay Ram thang Giéng nam Aét Ty (15.2.1965)
, tru s& hién nay s6 171B Céng Quynh, Quan I, Thanh phé
H6 Chi Minh, duge On Trén giao st mang thong nhut tinh
than co dao trén co s& mot nén giao ly Pai Pao thuan nhat.

Vé t6 chic, Co Quan khong 1ap Hoi Thanh hay Ban Cai
Quan, khong thau nhan tin d6 ma chi c6 Ban Thuong Vu
va mdt s6 nhan vién lam viéc trong cac Ban truc thudc.

T6n chi myc dich ciia Co Quan Pho Thong Giao Ly thé hién
day du trong Huan tur cia Buc Chi Ton:

“Co Quan Phé Théng Gido Ly khdng phdi la
mot Chi phdi, ciing khong phai cua mot ca nhan
nao hay mét doan thé nao, ma phdi la ciia toan
dao, mét nhip cau néi lién tinh huynh dé, mot
dién dai thau va phat nhitng déng ndang thiic day
cho sw thong nhiet gido 1y, tirc la tinh than vy,
dé cdc con sé gdp nhau, qui nguyén & vi tri duy
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nhut, tri va hanh theo chanh phap cua Dagi
Dao

10. Giira cac Phai dao Cao Pai c6 nhirng diém dong
twong dong va doi khac nao?

* Twong dong:

- Cung c6 mét dirc tin noi Ptrc Cao Pai Thuong Dé
lam pham khai

dao ctru do nhan loai ky ba trong tho1 Ha nguon mat kiép.

’ - Cung niém mdt danh hi¢u ‘cﬁa buc Thuong
bé:"Nam M6 Cao Pai Tién Ong Dai B6 Tat Ma Ha Tat".

- Tho Thuong Bé voi Thanh tuong Thién Nhan, tho
Tam Giao Dao T6, Tam Tran Oai Nghiém va cac Dang tiéu
biéu cho Ngii Chi.

- Cung tuan theo Phap Chanh Truyén va Tan Luat.

- Pong dimg duéi danh nghia Pai Pao Tam Ky Pho
b9, theo cung mot ton chi va muc dich ctua Pai Dao.

- Péu ¢6 qua trinh dugc cac Pang Thiéng Liéng diu
dat qua co but.

- Cung st dung dao ky nhu nhau.

- Tin d6 mac dao phuc nhu nhau: tat ca mac 4o dai
trang; nam phai co6 chich khan den (quoc phuc Viét Nam).

- Béu c6 phan ndi gido va phan ngoai gido.
* Mot vai thay doi vé hinh thirc:
- Céc 1& phuc.

- Va mot s thay doi vé kinh cting thoi (dang tam
btru), kinh tang Ié.

% Thién Ly Dan, ngay 14 thang 1 nim At Ty (15.2.1965).
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- Phai Chiéu Minh V6 Vi khéng c6 Gido Hoi thudc
co cong truyén, chi chuyén tinh luyén theo phap mén do
Ngai Ngbé Minh Chiéu truyén lai va diu dat.

11. Nhirng vi d¢ tir diu tién ciia Pirc Cao Dai 12 ai?
Nhitng vi niy gom:

11.1. Ngai Ngd Vian Chiéu, duoc PBuc Cao Pai
nhan lam d¢ tir ngay mung 1 thang Giéng nam Tan Dau (08-
02-1921) tai Phu Qudc. Pao danh 1a Ng6é Minh Chiéu.
bay la vi dé ti dau tién duogc dic an tho phap tu luyén truc
tiép vdoi Dtrc Cao Dai qua co but.

Ngai truyén dao l’ai cho cac d¢ tir chuyén tam tu luyén, lap
thanh "Phai" Chi€éu Minh V6 Vi Tam Thanh.

Ngai dang thién vao ngay 13 thang 3 nam Nham Than (19-
4-1932)

11.2. Ngai Lé Van Trung (1875-1934) dugc Duc
Cao Dai hoa @6 ngay mung 5-12-At Stru (18-1-1926) va tho
phong Pau Su Thuong Trung Nhyt ngay 15 thang 3 Binh
Dan (26-4-1926) thang 1én Quyén Gido Tong tai Toa Thanh
Tay Ninh vao ngay 30-10 Canh Ngo (1930) dtimg dau Ctru
Trung Dai Toa Thanh Tay Ninh. Pang thién ngay 13 thang
10 nam Giap Tuét (19-11-1934).

11.3. Ngai Pham Cong Tic (1890-1959) duoc thau
nhan lam d¢ tr buc Cao Dai vao ngay mung 9 thang 11
nam Aat Suu (24-12-1925) va tho phong Ho Phap ngay 15
thang 3 Binh Dan (26-4-1926), dimg dau Hiép Thién Dai
Toa Thanh Tay Ninh.

Dang thién ngay 10-4 Ky Hoi (17-5-1959) tai Phnom-Penh,
Campuchia.
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11.4. Ngai Cao Quynh Cu (1888-1929) dugc thu nhan
lam d¢ tir Ptirc Cao Pai vao ngay mung 9-11 At Stru (24-
12-1925) tho phong Thuong Pham trong Hiép Thién Dai
Toa Thanh Ty Ninh ngay 15 thang 3 nim Binh Dan (26-
4-1926). bang thién ngay 1-3 Ky Ty (10-4-1929)

11.5. Ngai Cao Hoai Sang (1901-1971) duoc thu
nhan lam dé tr Pic Cao Dai vao ngdy mung 9-11 At
Stru (24-12-1926),%° tho phong Thuong Sanh trong Hiép
Thién Pai Toa Thanh Tay Ninh ngay 15 thang 3 nam Binh
Dan (26-4-1926). Pang thién ngay 26-3 Tan Hoi (24-4-
1971).

11.6. Ngai Vuong Quan Ky (1880-1939) ng6 dao nho
su huéng dan cua Ngai Ngoé Minh Chiéu, thuong Thanh
tuong Thién Nhan do Buc Ngo6 ve€, tho tai nha vao nam
1924 (nhung khong tho phép tinh luyén). Ong Ky 1a mdi
lién lac giita Ptrc Ngo voi nhom pho do gom cac vi Pham
Cong Tic, Cao Hoai Sang, Cao Quynh Cu, Poan Vin Ban,
Nguyén Vin Hoai, V5 Vin Sang, Lé Vin Trung.

11.7.Ngai Nguyén Ngoc Tuong (1881-1951)
nguyén 1 chi quan Can Giudc, ting tu theo dao Minh Su,
dugc cac vi L€ Van Trung, Pham Cong Téc, Cao Quynh Cu
xubng Can Giudc do dan nhap mén vao Pao Cao Dai. Ngay
17-5-Binh Dan (1926) Ngai dugc On Trén ban pham Phéi
Su phai Thuong, thanh danh 1a Thuong Tuong Thanh, dén
03-7-Binh Dan Ngai duoc thiang Thugng Chanh Phéi Su tai

50 Cac Ngai Pham Cong Tic, Cao Quynh Cu, Cao Hoai Sang duoc Piic AAA
gidng dién day lam 1& “vong thién cau dao” vao dém mung 1 thang 11 At Siru
(16.12.1925). Pén dém 18 Giang sinh (Noel) 24.12.1925 (09.11. At Siru) lan
dau tién tam vi dugc nghinh tiép Dirc Cao Pai voi hong danh day du clia Ngai
1a: “Ngoc Hodang Thuong Dé viét Cao Pai Tién Ong Pai Bé Tdat Ma Ha Tat
Gidao Dao Nam Phuwong™ va goi tam vi la “ ba dé tu “.
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Vinh Nguyén Tu. Vao nam 1930, Ngai tuan Iénh Buc Chi
Ton phé do1 vé hanh dao tai Toa Thanh Tay Ninh.

11.8. Ngai L.é Van Lich (1890-1947), nguyén tru tri
Vinh Nguyén Tu tai xa Long an, H.Can Giugc, tinh Long
an (do than phu Ngai Ia Thai Lao Su Lé Pao Long tu theo
chi Minh Puong sang 1ap).

V4o dau nam Binh Dan (1926) chu vi Pham Céng Tic, Cao
Quynh Cu, Cao Hoai Sang, Nguyén Ngoc Tuong dén Vinh
Nguyén Ty xin 18p dan co, dugc Puc Thai Lao Su Lé Pao
Long (d4 liéu dao dac vi Nhu Y Pao Thoan Chon Nhon)
giang dién day Ngai Lé Vian Lich va than quyén nhap mén
Cao Dai. Pén ngay Thién phong 15-3-Binh Dan Ngai duoc
Ptic Chi Ton ban an tho Thién phong Pau Su phai Ngoc
thanh danh Ngoc Lich Nguyét.

11.9. Ngai Truong Hitu Buc (1890-1976) th(.)‘ Thién
phong Tién Pao Pho Co Pao Singay 15-3 Binh Dan (26-
4-1926).

Ngay 12-1 Binh Méo (13-2-1927) Ngai tho Thién phong
Hién Phap (thuoc Hiép Thién Dai). Nam 1955, Ngai ban
hét san nghi¢p vé Toa Thanh chuyén lo hanh dao.

Ngay 21-5 Tan Hoi (1971) Ngai dic phong quyén Chudng
Quan Hiép Thién Pai Toa Thanh Tay Ninh.

Ngai Truong Hiru Dirc dang tién vao ngay 15-12 At Mio
(15-1-1976) tho 87 tuoi.

11.10. Ngai Ly Trong Qui (H6 Vinh Qui) (1872 -
1945)

11.11. Ngai L€ Van Giang (1883 - 1932)

11.12. Ngai Vo6 Van Sang, tirc Phan Sang.

11.13. Neai Neuyén Vin Hoai, tirc Phan Hoai.
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11.14. Ngai Neuyén Trung Hiu (1892 - 1961) duoc
Puc Cao Dai hoa d6 vao cubi nam 1925, Ram thang 3 Binh
Dan (26-4-1926) Ngai Nguyén Trung Hau tho Thién phong
: Tién Dao Pho Co Dao Si. Bén ngay 12-1 Binh Mo (13-
2-1927) Ngai dugc Buc Chi Ton an phong Bao Phap (Hiép
Thién bai).
Ngai tirng lam chu but tap chi "La Renue Caodaiste" (1930-
1931), va nguyét san "Dai Dong" cua Lién Hoa Tong Hoi
(1932).
Niam 1957, Ngai lam Giam déc Hanh Puong mé cac khoa
day Lé Sanh, Gi4o Hitu tai Toa Thanh Tay Ninh.
Ngai dang tién ngay 7-9 Tan Stru (16-10-1961) tai tu gia.
Di thé duoc cai tang vé Toa Thanh Tay Ninh ngay 7-9 Giap
Dan (21-10-1974)

11.15. Ngai Poan Vin Béan: Ngai nguyén 1a déc hoc
(hiéu truong) trudng tiéu hoc Cau Kho (nay 1a truong trung
hoc pho thong Tran Hung Pao & duong Tran Hung Pao,
Quan I, Tp. HCM), duoc Ngai Vuong Quan Ky mdi hau
dan co va ngd dao. Sau d6 do 161 khuyén cua vi nay, Ngai
da hién tu gia lam noi 1ap dan cau co (vao cudi nim 1925).
Ta d6 noi nay tré thanh Thanh that Cau Kho.™

* Vao dém giao thura 1.1 Binh Dan, buc Cao bai ¢6 ban mét bai tho
diém chu vi mon do6 dau tién vao thoi diem doé nhu sau:

Chiéu, Ky, Trung dj dan Hoai sanh,

Bdn dao khai Sang, Qui, Gidng, thanh;

Hdu, Pirc, Tic, Cuw thién dia canh,

Quon Minh Man dao thu dai danh.
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II. TO CHUC PAO CAO PAI

12. Phip Chanh Truyén la gi?

Phap Chanh Truyén 13 ban thanh huin ctia Dc Thugng Dé
gidng co ban b trong dai 1& Khai Minh Dai Pao vao ngay
16-10-Binh Dan (20-11-1926) tai Ttr LAm Ty (Thién Lam
Tu) tic chua Go Kén tinh Tay Ninh. Phap Chanh Truyén
qui dinh céc cap chuc sic lanh dao Hoi Thanh Dai Bao Tam
Ky Phd Do cung voi nhiém vu, quyen han va nguyén tic
cong cir tng cap. Phap Chanh Truyén mang tinh Hién phap
ciia Dao, dinh ra co ché lap luat, thi hanh luat, duong 161
lanh dao va quan trj tin do.

13. Tan luat la gi?

Tan luat 1a bo luat dao do chu vi Tién Khai Dai Pao vang
linh Thiéng Liéng dya theo Thanh ngon ctia Bic Chi Ton
va cac luat ton giao xwa ma soan ra, va dugc On Trén gidng
co phé chudn. Téan luit dugc ban hanh nim 1927.

Noi dung Tan Luat gdm ba phan chanh:
- Phan Pao Phap
- Phan Thé Luat
- Phan Tinh That

a. Phan Pao Phép tic co ché to chirc Pao: qui gidi,
cach gido huan va kj luat dao. Phan niy goém cé tam
chuong, 32 diéu trong d6 chwong I "Vé chirc sic cai tri
trong dao" hoan toan duwa theo Phap Chanh Truyén, chi dién
giai thém chut it.

b. Phan Thé Luat qui dinh nhiing dure tinh cua nguoi
tin d6 va cac luat lién quan dén cudc song & doi nhu két
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hon, tang té, tuong trg, sinh ké, giao duc con cai... Thé luat
c6 24 dicu.

C. Phan Tinh That qui dinh cac diéu kién dé tin d6
dugc vao nha tinh hoc va hanh phép nhap tinh tham thién.
Phéan nay ciing qui dinh cic nguyén tic sinh hoat cia tinh
vién trong tinh thit nham giir cho than tdm an dinh va tu
hoc tinh tAn. Tinh thit c6 tAm diéu.

14. Co ciu td chirc cin ban cia Pao Cao Pai nhu thé
nao?

Co cau ciia Pao Cao Dai gom:

- Bat Quéi Pai: Phan v6 hinh cua Pao

- Hiép Thién Pai: Phan ban vo hinh, ban hiru hinh
cua bao.

- Clru Trung Dai: Phan hinh thé cua bao

Ca ba Pai hiép thanh Thanh Thé ctia Pirc Chi Tén. Phap
Chanh Truyén va Tan Luat qui dinh t6 chirc Pao Cao bai.

15. Quyén ning ciia Bat Quai Dai?

Bat Quai Dai nim quyén siéu rdi do Puc Chi Ton diéu ngu
vOi1 sy pho ta cia céac Déng Phat, Tién, Thanh, Than. Co
cdu chuong quan 13 cac Pang Tam Gido Pao To (Pic
Thich Ca Nhu Lai, Ptrc Lao Tt, Birc Khong T); cac Dang
Tam Tran (Dirc Pai Tién Truong Thai Bach Kim Tinh, Dt
Quan Thé Am Bb Tat, Pic Quan Thanh Dé Quan); Puc
Gia T6 Gido Chu va buc Khuong Thai Cong.

Trong Pai Pao Tam Ky Ph6 Do, Bat Quai Dai 1a phan
Thién, diéu khién co ctru do Ky ba bang thé Thién Nhon
Hiép Nhut cung v6i Ciru Trung Pai va Hiép Thién Dai.
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16. Ciru Trung Pai dwgc to chirc ra sao, c6 chirc ning
gi?

Ctu Trung Dai la t6 chire hiru hinh cua Pao, tir trén xuéng
dudi gobm 9 pham:

1- GIAO TONG: 1 vi

2- CHUONG PHAP: 3 vij

3- PAU SU: 3vi

4- PHOI SU" 36 vi

(trong d6 ¢6 3 vi Chanh Phéi Su)

5- GIAO SU: 72 vi

6- GIAOHUU:  3.000 vi

7- LE SANH: Vo s6

8- CHUC VIEC (Chéanh tri sy, Pho tri sw, Thong

su): VO sO
9- TIN PO: Vo sb

Céc pham Gido Tong, Chuong Phap, Pau Su vira ¢6 quyén
lap phap, vura c6 quyen hanh phap. Tu pham Phéi Su trd
xuong chi ¢6 quyén hanh chanh.

Ciru Trung Dai Nit Phai chi c6 tir pham Pau Su troé xudng.
(Xin xem thém chirc nang Ctru Trung Dai ghi noi

Phap Chéanh Truyén Curu Trung Dai.)

17. Hiép Thién Pai dwoc to chirc ra sao, cé chirc ning

gi?

Hiép Thién DPai ¢6 2 chuc nang:
1. Thong cong gitra Bat Quai bai va Ctru Trung Dai.
2. Bao vé phap luat Pao

Hiép Thién Pai gém:
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HO PHAP dimg dau Hi¢p Thién Dai, hitu co
Thuong Pham, ta co Ihuong Sanh. Ba vi lanh dao cac chi
Phéap, chi PBao, chi The:

Thuong Phim HoO Phdp  Thuong Sanh

Bao bao Bao Phap  Béo Thé
Hién Pao Hién Phap  Hién Thé
Khai Pao Khai Phdp  Khai Thé
Tiép Pao Tiép Phap  Tiép Thé

Ngoai ra con c¢6 Thap Nhi Bdo Quan (Han Lam Vién cua
Dao) va Hoi1 Thanh Phudc Thién, Bo Phap Chanh, Ban Thé
Pao. Xin xem phan chirc niang Hiép Thién Dai ghi & Phap
Chénh Truyén Hiép Thién Pai.

18. T6 chirc Hanh chanh ciia Pao Cao Paii ra sao?
Cap Trung wong: gbm Ciru Vién:

Hoc Vién, Y Vién, Nong Vién

H¢ Vién, Luong Vién, Cong Vién

Lai Vién, L& Vién, Hoa Vién.

Cép Pia phuong:

- Nhiéu Tinh: Trin Pao (Gido Su cai quan)

- Tinh: Chau Dao (Gido Hiru cai quan)

- Quan: Toc Pao (LE Sanh cai quan)

- Xa: Huong Pao (Chanh Tri Sy, Phé Tri Su, Thong
Su cai quan)

19. Ho dao la gi?

Theo Tan luat, diéu 16 va 17: Noi ndo c6 dong tin do, dugc
chung 500 tin d6 trd 1én, thi duoc 1ap riéng mot Ho, dat
riéng mot Thanh that, c6 mdt churc sac lam dau cai tri. Sy
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lap Ho phai c6 phep cua Buc Gido Tong va phai do noi
quyén Nguoi. Chirc sic 1am Pau Ho Pao ¢ pham L& sanh,
do Hoi thanh bd nhiém.

20. Ban Cai Quan ciia mdt Thanh Thit dugc té chirc ra
sao?

Ban Cai Quan quan tri Thanh Théat va diéu hanh moi dao su
thudoc Thanh That.

Ban Cai Quan dugc ho bBao tai‘Thé‘nh Thét cong cu, thuong
c6 nhiém ky 2 nam. Thanh phan gém co6:

- 1 Chanh Hoi Truong (Chanh Cai Quan)
- 1 Pho Ho1 Trudng (Pho Cai Quan)

- 1 Tu Hang (Thu Ky)

- 1 Phé Tu Hang

- 1 Thi bon (Thu quy) (H6 Vu)

- 1 Ph6 Thu bon

- 2 vi kiém soat vién

Cong chung c6 8 vi.

Truc thudc Ban Cai Quan con ¢6 cac Tiéu Ban duogc t6 chirc
theo nhu cau dao sy moi noi, nhu:

- Ban Lién giao (d6i ngoai)

- Ban Tao tac (xay dung, stra chira)

- Ban Tru phong (nha bép)

- Ban L& vién hay Lé vu (nghi 18)

- Ban Pho huén (gido duc vé gido 1y)

- Ban Nong vién hay Nong vu (san xuét ngii coc)

- Ban Cong vién hay Cong vu (hoat dong cong
nghiép)
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- Ban Phudc thién (y té, xa hoi1, tuong trg)

- Ban Hoc vién (t6 chirc cac 16p hoc dao)
21. Ban Tri Su la gi?

Ban Tri Sy la cac chtrc viéc hanh chanh huong dao thi hanh
nhiém vy theo hé thong hanh chanh tir Hoi Thanh xudng do
buc Gido Tong thiét l1ap. Ban Tri Sy gém: mot Chanh Tri
Su, mot Pho Tri Sy, mot Thong Sy nam va mot Thong su
ntr.

- Chéanh Tr1 Sy: Chanh tri sy cai quan huong dao (xa
dao hay thién ban) trong hé théng hanh chanh dao dugc
buc Ly Gido Tong thanh 1ap.

Thénh ngdén Buc Gido Tong:

"Chanh Tri Sy la nguoi thay mat chq Lao (Puc
Giao Tong) lam Anh Ca cua tin do trong dia
phuong cua ho".

"Chanh tri sw cham nom giup do sy sinh hoat
ciia chw mén @é cia Thay dd chiu dudi quyén
nguoi diéu khién, givip kho, tro nghéo, coi cd tin
do nhw anh em ruét. Chanh Tri Sw la Pau Sw

em-.

- Ph6 Tri Su: Phd Tri su ciing la chirc viéc trong
cung dia phan v6i Chanh tri sy, c6 nhiém vu giup cho
Chanh Tri sy c6 du nhan su gitip kho trg ngheo trong dia
phan. Pho Tri Su ¢6 quyén vé chinh tri ché khong ¢6 quyén
vé luat 18. Néu c6 diéu chi 1am hai dén Dao thi phai cho
Thong sy hay, dang diéu chinh thé nao cho on. Pho Tri Su
la Giao Tong em.

- Thong Su: Thong su 1a chirc viéc do buc Ly Giao
Tong khuyén Ho Phép 1ap thanh. Thong sy 1a nguoi dong
thé (cung cap) v6i Pho Tri Su. Ngudi co quyén vé luat 18
ché khong c6 quyén vé Chinh tri dao. Thong su 14 nguoi
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ctia Hiép Thién Dai, ngudi c6 quyén xem xét ludt 18, cir chi
hanh dong ctia Phé Tri Sy mdi viéc chi lam mét 1& cong
binh ma Hoi Thanh khong biét thi Thong Sy phai chiu trach
nhiém... Ngudi ding tron quyén cing Pho Tri Sy tim
phuong giup d& nhitng ngudi hoan nan, ¢o thé. Thong Sy
la HO Phap em.

22. Hoat dong ciia mot Thanh That gom nhiing gi?
N - Clng tur thoi hing ngay. Vao ngdy Séc Vong, sau
1€ cting, pho bién tin tuc, dao su.
- T6 chitc cac ngay dai 18 cua Pao.
- T6 chirc tang 18 cho cac dao hiru qua ving.
- Lam 1& nhap mon, 1& thuong tugng cho tin hitu méi.

- Lam phép bi tich hon phdi, tim thanh cho tré so
sinh.

- CAu siéu, cau an cho dé)ng dao, ba tanh khi htru su.

- Thuyét dao, to chirc khoa tinh cho tin dd thudc
Thanh That.

- Huéng dan dao dirc cho dong nhi 18 si.

- T chtrc cac cudc hanh thién va thiét 1ap cac co so
hanh thién.

- Lién giao véi cac Thanh that ban va giao thiép véi
xa hd1 hay chinh quyén trong tu cach mot doan thé ton gido.
23. Tai sao Thanh Thit con goi 1a Thanh Thé Pirc Chi
Ton?

Thanh Thét ndo cling dugc ciu tric boi Tam dai: Bat Quai
bai, Cuu Trung Pai, Hi€p Thién Dai.

Bét Quai Dai 1a thap tdm canh tuong tng v&i Thién ban tai
Chénh dién. V€ phuong dién vo vi, Bat Quai bai thudc vé
quyén luc cia Ptirc Chi Ton va cac Pang Thiéng Liéng co
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stt mang trong Tam Ky Pho D9, tic 1a phan Thién, vé Pao
phép tuong g v6i Than.

Ctru Trung Dai 14 noi cac cap chirc sic va tin d6 dén chau
18 huéng vé Bat Quai Dai. O Toa Thanh, Ciru Trung Dai
xay 1am 9 cap c6 y nghia ciru pham tir thip lén cao. Vé
phuong dién dao ly, Ctiu Trung Dai tugng trung cho toan
thé chung sanh 1a con cai cua Thuong Dé, do noi ban thé
cua Ngai héa sanh ra. Ctru Trung Pai con tuong trung cho
quyén phap cuia chiing sanh, tirc phan Nhon, vé Pao Phap
tuong ung voi Tinh.

Hiép Thién Pai tiép giap véi Ctru Trung Dai, twong ng voi
ngdi Ho phap dugc x4y giita hai thap chudng va tréng & mat
tién Thanh That. Hiép Thién Dai 1a noi cac chirc sic Hiép
Thién Pai ctia Hoi Thanh lap dan ciu co but dé Thiéng
Liéng day dao. Hiép Thién Pai nam giit quyén phap Pao
dé diéu hanh mdi Pao, chuyén quyén phép tir Bat Quai Dai
vao Ctru Trung DPai, nhd d6 ma Pao van hanh dugc hanh
thong. Vé Pao phap, Hiép Thién Pai twong tmg voi Khi.

Pai Dao phai gdm du v vi, hitu hinh va Quyén phap, méi
sanh hoa, dudng duc dugc muon loai va lam cho muén loai
tién hoa. Thé nén Thanh That phai xay di Tam dai va Hoi
Thanh ciing dugc t6 chic ddy du thanh phan dé twong trung
cho Thanh Thé Ptrc Chi Tén Thuong PE.

24. Ngay Khai Minh Dai Dao la gi?

bo 1a ngay ma Btrc Thugng DPé da chon dé ra mat Pai Pao
Tam Ky Pho D¢ trude nhéan sanh.

Cudc 1& duge to chire tai chua Go Kén (T Lam Tu tac
Thién Lam Tu) thudc lang Long Thanh, huyén Hoa Thanh
tinh Ty Ninh tir d&m 14 rang 15 thang 10 nim Binh Dan
(19-11-1926).

Céc vi Chirc sic cao cip nhit ciia Pao da tuyén thé nhan
lanh st mang trong 1€ nay.
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Ké d6, Phap Chanh Truyén hay ban Hién Phap Pao duoc
buc Thugong B¢ ban bo vao ngay 16-10 Binh Dan.

Do vay, héng nam toan dao thiét 18 ky niém Khai Minh Dai
Dao vao ngdy Ram thang 10 4m lich dé ghi nhé ngay Puc
Thuong Dé chinh thirc cho phép Pao ra mat nhan sanh véi
mot co cAu Hoi Thanh va Phap Chanh hoan chinh.

I1I. MUC PICH TON CHI CUA PAO CAO
PAI

25. Muc dich cua Pao Cao Dai la gi?

Muc dich Pao Cao Pai nhim hoan thién héa con nguoi va
x4y dung xa hoi binh ding, thé gidi dai dong.

V& mat tim linh, Pao Cao Pai ¢ muc dich giai thoat luan
hoi sanh tur.

No6i gon, muc dich Pao Cao bai la "Thé dao dai d@)ng,
Thién dao giai thoat".

26. Xin giai thich y nghia "thé dao dai dong"?

"Thé dao dai dong" tuong tng v6i dudng 16i hay phuong
phap giai quyét cudc dién nhan sinh, tao dugc cudc séng an
lac tién bo trong xa hoi.

"Thé dao dai dong" nham muyc dich thyc hién thé gi61 nhan
loai binh déng, hanh phiic khong phan biét giai cap, doan
thé, ton gido hay qudc gia dan toc. "Thé dao dai dong" theo
dao Cao Dai lay Nhan Ban lam nén tang, trong d6 nhan vi
nhan quyén duoc tén trong, nhan tinh duoc phat huy dé xay
dung mot thé gidi van minh dao dic hoa binh ma nguoi
Cao Dai thudng goi 1a doi Thanh dirc. "Thé dao dai dong"
theo nghia rong con 14 tinh bac 4i d6i voi mudn loai van vat
tir nhitng sinh vat nho nhat dén tha cAm, dén loai ngudi, tirc
la ca chung sanh.
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27. Va y nghia'"Thién dao giii thoat"

Thién dao 13 Pao phap, 1 duong 16i tu hanh dé nguoi tu dat
dugc su giai thoat toan di¢n, khong con dau kho phén thé
xac hay phién ndo tAm hon tai thé gian, va xa hon nira dugc
giai thoat tAm linh. Sau khi thoat x4c, linh hon ngudi dic
qua Thién dao s& sdng vinh vién trong cdi thién dang cuc
lac khong con bi luan hoi trd lai pham tran nira.

Muén thé, nguoi tu Thién dao phai hoc dao dai thura, tu
luyén than tam va thuc hanh st mang ctru d¢ tha nhan.

28. Ton chi ciia Pao Cao Pai nhu thé nao?

Ton chi Cao Pai 1a "Tam gido qui nguyén, ngii chi phuc
nht". Tam giao tirc 1a Tam gido dao gom: Nho-Thich-L&o.

Pai Pao Tam Ky Phd Do xay dung mot nén gido 1y toan
dién tirc 1a gido 1y Pai Pao trén nén tang tong hop gido 1y
Tam gido dao. Boi vi Tam gido cé du kha ndng xay dung
con nguoi chan chinh, xa hdi an lac (Nho), day con nguoi
biét tu dudng thé x4c va tinh than dé séng thung dung ty tai
(L30), va giai kho (Thich).

Do d06 ton chi "Tam gido qui nguyén" la duong 16i dé thuc
hién muc dich "Thé dao dai dong, Thién dao giai thoat".

"Ngii chi phuc nhit": tirc Nhon dao, Than dao, Thanh dao,
Tién dao, Phat dao phuc nhét. D6 1a duong 16i tu hanh tuan
tur nhw 1én ndm nAc thang. Phuc nhart 6 nghia 1 thdng nhut
thanh mot hé thong bd sung cho nhau, hiép thanh dao phap
nhut quan hau dua nguoi tu dat dén muc dich. Tém lai, ton
chi Pai Pao Tam Ky Pho D¢ 1a dudng 16i tong hop nhat
quan ctu canh hoan thién va giai thoat nhan sanh cia van
giao.
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29. Y nghia ciia tiéu ngir "Van gido nhit Iy"?
Song song véi ton chi "Tam giao qui nguyén ngii chi phuc
nhat", Cao Pai con néu Ién tinh than "Van giao nhut 1y".

Qua tiéu ngit nay, Cao Pai cong nhan muc dich ctru cénh
clia tat ca ton gido chon chanh c6 cing mot chon Iy 1a
huéng dan con ngudi séng co dao dic, hoan thién hoa ban
than, hoan thi¢n hoa xa hoi va giai thoat linh hon.

Twr d6 Cao Dai chu truong ton trong tin ngudng cia moi ton
gido va néu 1én nguyén Iy chung ciia moi nén giao 1y tirc 1a
gi4o 1y Pai Pao kha di gidc ngd nhan loai toan ciu.

IV.NGHI LE VA CACH THO PHUQNG
TRONG PAO CAO PAI

30. Pao Cao Dai tho Thién Nhian c6 y nghia gi?
Thién Nhan c6 nghia la mét Troi. Puc Thuong bé da hién
Thién Nhan cho ngudi dé tir dau tién la Ngai Ngé Minh
Chiéu thay dé v€ ra lam biéu tugng ton tho Thugng DE.
Thanh ngon Pirc Thuong Dé ¢6 gidi thich rang:

Tho Thién Nhan la tho Thay.

Tai sao Thién Nhan la Thay?

Thdy c6 day truée:

"Nhin thi chi tim, Lwéng quang chii té,
Quang thi than, Than thi Thién, Thién gid,
nga da.

Nhan la cva trai tim (tdm) cua con nguoi. Trdi
tim dy la Tao Héa, tiec la Théan, ma Than la cdi
Iy Hu V6. Ly Hu Vé dy la Troi viy....
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Hai con mdt ciia cdc con ld nhuc nhan, tirc la
am voi duong thi ciing nhu Thai Cuc la Thién
Nhén, con luong quang la nhuwt nguyét hang soi
khdp can khon, cir tuan huon mdi, hét ngay dén
dém, hét dém dén ngay, khong bao gio dirt s
hanh tang cua Tao Héa.>?
Viy thd Thién Nhén tirc 1a tho Troi, 13 trung tAm than luc
cua vii try, 1a Thai Cuc hay Thuong Pé Chua Té can khén
tuc Duc Cao Dai.

31. Pao Cao Dai thé cac Pang nao?

Dao Cao Dai tho Thién Nhan 1a the Die Thuong DE, Dang
Gido Chu cua bai Pao Tam Ky Pho D¢ cling 1a Chua té
Can Khon vii try.
- Duéi Ptic Chi Ton con thd Tam Giao Pao Té:

. Buc Thich Ca Mau Ni - Giao Chu Thich Giao

. Plrc Lao Tt (hau than Puc Thai Thugng Pao TH)
- Gido Chu Tién Gido.>®

. Ptic Khong Thanh Tién Su - Gido Chit Nho Giao
- Ké dén 1a Tam Tran Oai Nghiém DPai Pao Tam Ky Phd
Do l1a cac Bang thay mat Tam Gido Dao To ho tri gitt viing
co dao:

. Nhtt Tran: Pac Thai Bach Kim Tinh Pai Tién
Trudéng
. Nhi Tran: Pirc Quan Thé Am B Tat

. Tam Tran: Bac Hi¢p Thién bai bé Quan Thanh bé
Quaén

%2 Dai Thira Chon gido, myc 46 ‘Céach thd phuong’, tr.432.
53 Bai vi th Ngai trong cac Thanh that déu viét: “Thai Thuong Pao T6 “.
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- Ngoai ra Pao Cao Dai con tho Dtrc Ki T6 tiéu biéu Thanh
dao va buc Khuong Thai Cong tiéu biéu Than dao.

Tyu trung cch tho trén thé hién Ton chi "Tam gido qui
nguyén, Ngii chi phuc nhut" ciia Dai Dao Tam Ky Phd Do
do chinh Ptc Thuong Dé khai mé vao thoi Ha nguon nay
dé tan do chuing sanh.

32. Cach bay tri trén Thién Ban va y nghia ra sao?

(1)
(4) () (3)
6) 8-7-9 (5
(12) (10) (11)

(1). Thanh tugng Thién Nhan: ngay gitra Thién ban va & vi
tri cao nhut

(2). bén Thai Cuc: ngay gitra Thién Ban, duéi Thién Nhan.
(3). Hoa: bén trai Thién Ban (tur trong Thién Ban ngo ra)
(4). Qua: bén phai Thién ban

(5). Nuéc trang (bén trai)

(6). Nudc tra (bén phai)

(7-8-9): Ba chung ruou

(10). Lu huong cdm 5 cdy nhang, giita 2 cay dén.

(11- 12): Hai cay den

- Pén Thai Cuc (Thai Cuc ding) dugce thip sang lién
tuc trén Thién ban tuong trung cho ngudn gdc cua vil tru,
la dong nang nguyén thiy va vinh ctru phat sinh hai nang
luc Am Duong trong troi dat dé hoa sinh muon loai van vat.

Thai cyc dang con tugng trung cho tdm dang nhu Kinh Dai
Thira Chan Gido c6 day: "Ngon den cac con tho chinh giita
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dé la gia mwon lam tém déing, Phdt Tién truyén Pao ciing

do dé, cdc con thanh Dao ciing tai do..." >*

- Cap dén (11-12) goi la den ludng nghi img voi dén
Thai Cuc ¢ gitra, bén trong, tugng trung cho nguyén tac hoa
sanh cua vii try:"Thai cyc sanh ludng nghi".

- Hoa qua ciing xép theo vi tri am duong.

- Nuoc loc, nude tra (5-6) cling mang ¥ nghia am
duong (trai duong, phai am).

- Ngoai ra, Hoa - Ruou - Tra con lan luot tuong
trung cho Tinh - Khi - Than ma dao gia goi la Tam buu
tirc ba mon bau cua con nguoi.

- Lu huong v&i ndm cdy nhang tugng trung cho noti
qui tu cia ngii hanh (Kim Moc Thity Héa Thd), con goi 1a
Gioi huong, Pinh huong, Hué huong, Tri kién huong, Giai
thoat huong.

33. Y nghia ciia chitr "KHI" noi ban H Phap ra sao?
Ban Ho Phap 1a ban tho ddi dién véi Thién ban dit ngay
dau ngoai cua Thanh That. Tai Pén Thanh Tay Ninh d6 la
noi HO Phap dﬁ:ngwtrén dan, bén ta c6 Thugng Sanh, bén
httu ¢c6 Thuong Pham.

Phia trén ban H6 Phap c6 hoa chit KHI, tiéu biéu khi Tién
Thién hay nguyén khi cua vi tru. Thé 1a trong thanh duong
mot dau 1a THAN cua vil try (Thién Nhéan: Thuong Dé),
mot dau 1a KHI cia vil try dbi ing nhau. Than - Khi 14 cin
ban cua su séng va tién hoa cta van vat ching sanh.

5 Pai Thira Chon Gido, muc ‘Cach tho phuong’, Chiéu Minh, 1950
(song ngir) trang 434.



124 | Cao Pai Van Dap

34. Pao Cao Pai c6 Kinh Thién Pao va Kinh Thé Pao,
xin cho biét thanh phan va cach sir dung hai bg kinh
nay.
1- Kinh Thién Pao gdm:

1.1- Kinh cung tr thoi mdi ngay: Cac bai Niém
huong, Khai kinh, Kinh Ngoc Hoang Btiru Céo, Tién Giao

Btru Cédo, Nho Giao Buru Céo; Dang tam btru (hoa - ruou -
tra), Ngii nguyén.

- O Pén Phat Mau cing ti thoi gom: Niém huong, Khai
kinh, Phat Mau Chon Kinh, Kinh xung tung cong dic Duc
Diéu Tri Kim Mau (doc ngay I€), Dang tam buru (hoa, ruou,
tra), Ngii nguyén.
- Bling ngay Via cac Pang, doc thém kinh xung tung (Pic
Ly Dai Tién Truong, Duc Quan Thé Aam, Diuc Quan
Thénh B¢ Quan, Ptic Gia T6 Gido Chu, bic Khuong Thai
Cong).

1.2- Kinh Giai binh, Kinh Trur ta.

1.3- Kinh Tang 18 (tir khi hap hdi dén tan liém, thanh
phuc, dua tang, ha huyét....)

‘ 1.4- Kinh Cau siéu: cung cuu, tiéu twong, dai tuong;

cau siéu cho am nhon, kinh té liét si.

1.5- Kinh Sam hoi.

1.6- Kinh Giai oan, Kinh Nhap modn, Kinh Tam
thanh.

2- Kinh Thé DPao gém:

2.1- Kinh trong cac dao su: thuyét phap, nhap hdi,
xuat hoi, nhép hoc.

2.2- Kinh trong song dao hang ngay: khi ra dudng,
khi tr¢ v€, khi ngu, khi thirc day, kinh an com, kinh an xong
roi.
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2.3- Kinh trong hon 1&: Kinh hon phéi

2.4- Kinh cting cac vi liéu dao: Nguyén thii thing ha,
thdy qui vi, con cung cha me, vo chdng cling nhau, cing t6
phy, cung than bang cb hiru, huynh dé ciing nhau.

2.5- Kinh Ctru Kho.

35. Bai Ngii nguyén co y nghia gi?
Bai Ngii nguyén duwoc tin d6 Cao Pai tung doc sau ciing dé
két thiic moi 1é ciing, gom 5 cdu:

1. Nam mé nhirt nguyén Bai Pao hoang khai,

2. Nhi nguyén phé do chiing sanh,

3. Tam nguyén xa toi dé tu,

4.  Tw nguyén thién ha thai binh,

5. Ngii nguyén thanh thit an ninh.
On Trén da tom tat ¥ nghia nhu sau:

Nhit nguyén Pai Pao hoang khai,

Vi doi nao ngai chong gai dir lanh.
Nhi nguyén phd d6 ching sanh,
Quyét dem hoang gido dao lanh gido dan.
Tam nguyén x4 tdi ban than,
Khoan dung pha chip c6i tran v minh.
T nguyén thién ha thai binh,
Tinh tdm ché dong mudn nghin trai oan.
Ngii nguyén thanh that binh an,
Hai ngay soc vong dang dan thuyét minh.

Tran an tam dao nhan sinh,
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Vai tro un duc duc tin dao dong.%®
36. Thé nao 1a tiéu dan - trung dan va dai dan?

a) Tiéu dan: La 18 cung thudng tai nha hodc tai thanh
that dé cung tir thoi hang ngay chi c¢6 doc kinh ma khéng
¢6 1& nhac, Loi am c¢b (tréng) hay Bach ngoc chung (chudng
16m).

b) Trung dan: La 1& cung trong cdc ngdy ram va
mung mot tai mdt thanh thét, thanh tinh hay ¢ Toa Thanh.
L& cling nay 16n hon tiéu dan nghia 13 ngoai s6 dong nhi
doc kinh ra con c6 nhac. Loi am c6 danh 36 tiéng roi
dut...va Bach Ngoc Chung ciing danh 36 tiéng roi dut...tro
lai 3 dui. Trung dan c6 dang s& nhung khong c6 dang dién
dang 1& pham.

¢) Pai dan: C6 day du ca 3 ban : 1&, nhac, dong nhi;
18 si dang dién®® dang 18 pham. C6 Lo6i Am C6 va Bach
Ngoc Chung nhung lai ¢danh mdi thir 3 hoi, mdi hdi 12 chap,
mdi chap 12 dui, chudng tréng nhu nhau. Sau cing trd lai
3 dui mbi thir. C6 dang s6.57 Pai dan con ¢ "nhac tiu huin
thién"%® - ¢6 ngoai nghi, ndi nghi.
Tom lai cting dai dan c6 day du nhac, 1& v&i ndi nghi- ngoai
nghi - diang dién dang tam biru, chudng trong danh "Ngoc
Hoang Sam".

5 Nhu Y Pao Thoan Chon Nhon, Vinh Nguyén Tu.

5 ¢ang dién: 1€ si dang hoa, ruou , tra, di tir ban HO Phap 1én Thién Ban véi
nhiing budc v€ hinh chir “tam”.

57 Thanh Ngon Hiép Tuyén, .1, Toa Thanh Tay Ninh, 1973, tr.24, dan
co ngay 18 thang 5 nam Binh Dan (27.6.1926).

% «“Nhac tAu huan thién”: toan ban nhac 1& ddng tiu tung bimng trude khi bat
dau dai dan.
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- Ngoai nghi: nghi thic chuén bj 18 pham trude ban
Ho6 Phap dé cac 1€ sT dang dién Ién trude Thién ban dang
cho chu I¢€ hién cung.

- Noi nghi: nghi thirc dang 18 pham ngay truée Thién
ban cua vi chu I€.

37. Xin cho biét y nghia ciia 1& nhap mon?

Nguoi tu nguyén lam tin d6 Pao Cao Dai s€ dugc lam 1€
Nhép moén. "Nhap mon" tirc budce vao cua Dao.

Lé Nhép Moén dugc t6 chure tai Thanh That trude Thién ban,
do vi chtric sac BPau Ho Pao lam chu 1€ voi sy chung kién
cua than nhan, cia dong dao va hai nguoi tién dan.

L& Nhap Mon thuong ctr hanh sau 1& cling ngay soc vong.
Nguoi nhap mon dén qui trude Thién ban, xung tén ho roi
doc 101 minh thé theo sy huéng dan cta vi chirc sac Pau Ho
dé dang 1oi phat nguyén 1am mén dd cua Puc Cao Dai
Thuong Dé, tuan hanh luat dao va giit dao sudt doi.

Ké dén, vi chu 1& 1am phép bi tich cho ngudi nhap mén 1a
mdt phép rat thiéng liéng, thay mit cho Pirc Chi Ton thau
nhan ngudi tin tin do.

Chtic viéc tai Thanh that ¢ nhiém vu ghi danh tanh tin d6
vao sb bod ctia Thanh that.

Sau khi nhap mon, vé phan vo vi, nguoi tin dd s& duoc
huong dai an x4, néu nhu ludn ludn giit dao, siéng ning tu
hanh bang cong qua, cong trinh, cong phu dé dan dan tro
nén hoan thién, déng thoi d6 dan lai nhimg ngudi chung
quanh dugc hoan thién nhu minh.

38. Y nghia ciia Trong Loi Am va Bach Ngoc Chung?

- Bach Ngoc: am chi Baqh Ngoc Kinh, noi Buc Thai
Cuc Thanh Hoang (Thuong DB¢) ngu. Chuong Bach Ngoc
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hay Bach Ngoc Chung c6 thé hiéu 1a chuéng noi Thién
binh.

- Loi Am: 1a tiéng sim; trong L6i Am hay Loi Am
Co 1a trong sam.
Trude khi nhap dan hanh dai 18 tai Thanh That, chudng
trong dugc danh 1€n theo 101 trong sam nha chua, nhung
moi chép 12 dui, phai 12 chap mot hoi, phai du ba hoi cong
14 36 chap goi la Ngoc Hoang Sam, day la di tich ctia Thich
gido (dao Phat).

39. Xin cho biét cac ngay 1& 16n trong nim ciia Pao Cao
bai?

1. Ngay mung 9 thang Giéng am lich: L& Via Troi
tae Via Bire Ngoc Hoang Thuong D¢, Dang khai sang Dai
Pao Tam Ky Pho D¢ tirc Cao Bai Tién Ong Pai B6 Tat Ma
Ha Tat.

2. Ngay Rémq (15) thang Hai am lich: Lé Via DPuc
Thai Thuong Pao T, Gido To6 Tién Dao.

3. Ngay mung 8 thang Tu &m lich: L& Via Ditc Thich
Ca Mau Ni, Giao To Phat bao.

4. Ngay 18 thang Tu am lich: Lé Via Puc Khuong
Thai Cong, tiéu biéu Than Dao.

5. Ngay 19 thang Sau am lich: L& Via Puc Quan Thé
Aam B0 Téat, Nhi Tran Oai nghiém Pai Pao Tam Ky Pho
Do.

6. Ngay 24 thang Sau am lich: L& Via Ptrc Quan
Théanh Bé Quan, Tam Tran Oai nghiém Dai Pao Tam Ky
Pho Do.

7. Ngay Ram thang Tam am lich: L& Via Pirc Diéu
Tri Kim Mau Vo6 Cuc Tu’ Ton tirc Pirec Phat Mau - DPuc Me;
dém Réam c6 L& Hoi Yén Ban Pao.
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8. Ngay 18 thang Tam am lich: L& Via Puc Ly Pai
Tién Truong, Nhiat Tran Oai Nghiém, Gido Tong Vo6 Vi
Pai bao Tam Ky Phé DJ.

9. Ngay 27 thang Tam &m lich: L& Via Duc Khong
Thanh Tién Su, Gido t6 Pao Nho.

10. Ngay Ram thang Mudi am lich: L& ky niém ngay
Khai Minh DPai Pao.

11. Ngay 25 thang 12 duong lich: L& Via Dirc Gia
T6 Giao Chu.
Ngoai ra vao cac ngay Ram thang Giéng, thang Bay, thang
Muoi cac Thanh That ¢6 cir hanh Lé Thugng nguon, Trung
nguon, Ha nguon tuong doi trong thé.

40. Yén Ban Pao 1a gi?

Vé mit str dao, Diic Thuong Pé day chu vi Tién Khai Dai
Pao thiét 18 Yén Ban Dao 1an dau tién vao dém Ram thang
Tam nam At Stru (1925), dé cung thinh Btrc Diéu Tri Kim
Mau va Ctru Vi Tién Nuong du yén.

Yén gom cac 1é pham hoa qua va ruqu, tran thiét trén mot
ban tron, chung quanh c6 xép chinh té chin chiéc ghé.

Chu Tién Khai cau Pirc Me Diéu Tri 1am pham du yén qua
co but. HO gia Btrc Me c¢6 Cuu Vi Tién Nuong.

buc Me cho phép chu Tién Khai dong du yén va dan nhac
trong buoi yen.

Vé v nghia, Buc Me la ng6i Vo Cuc, 1a ngdi Bao Tdn, nén
trong Tam Ky Pho Do, Thiy 1am pham khai Pao thi Dirc
Me cling giang thé ho tri day dd, un dtc cac bac thién an st
mang va hét thay con céi nit nam cua Me dé duoc ctu do
giai thoat kho tran.

Chu Tién bdi dugc dong du yén voi Ptic Me va Ciru Nuong
c6 ¥ nghia Thién nhon dong nhit thé va Thién nhon hiép
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nhirt. Nhit 14 ¥ nghia “vé vi - hitu hinh dong st mang”
trong Tam Ky Pho DJ.

Yén Ban Dao con c¢6 y nghia ban thuong cho ngudi c6 cong
trén duong hanh dao tu d¢ - do tha.

41. Pao ky Cao Dai nhu thé nao? Xin cho biét y nghia?

bao ky Cao Dai hinh chir nhat, gom ba phan déu nhau cua
chiéu dai, xép thtr ty tir trén xudng dudi 1a:

- VANG: con goi 1a Thai Thanh, tuong trung cho
Phat Dao.

- XANH: (xanh da tro1) con goi la Thuong Thanh,
tuong trung cho Tién DPao.

- PO: con goi 1a Ngoc Thanh, tugng trung cho
Thanh Pao (Nho).

Trén nén vang c6 vé& hinh Thién Nhin. Doc thang tir Thién
Nhan xuong c6 viét sau chit Bai Bao Tam Ky Pho Do (mot
mat dao ky viét chir Viét, mat kia viét chitr Han).

Pao ky duoc treo truéc Toa Thanh, Thanh That, Thanh
Tinh, ngay phia trén ti€n sanh.

42. Phwén hay Phwéon Tam Thanh la gi?

Phudn 1a mot loai co rat dai thuong treo giita san cac dinh
chua. Tai cac Toa Thanh, Thanh That, Thanh Tinh dao Cao
Pai déu c6 dung cot phudn trude san dé treo phudn vao cac
ngay dai 1&. Phudn thudng c6 chiéu dai 9 mét, 12 mét, 18
mét hodc 36 mét; bé ngang khoang 6 tic (dm), két ciu nhu
Sau:

- Nén vang, vién xanh tua do6 (tuong trung Tam gido
dao).

- Trén nén vang ngay dau trén cua Phudn c6 théu
hinh Thién Nhan.
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- Thang hang tir Thién Nhin xudng 1 hang chit théu
cau ddi (thuong do cac ding Thiéng Liéng ban cho), noi
dung noi Ién tinh than Pai Pao va lién hé dén co dao tai
chd.

Phudn c6 hai mat giong nhau, moi bén théu mot giong chir
cua hai cau doi.

43. Co phdp Tam gido la gi?

Co phép 1a bao vat tir xua dién hinh cic quyén ning mau
nhiém ciia cac Pang Thiéng liéng. C6 phap Tam gido gom:

- Bat vu: 13 cai binh ciia cac ting ni 6m di khat thuc. Bat
vu tuong trung cho c6 phap cua Phat dao.

- Phét chii: hay phat tran, 1a cdy choi quét sach bui tran
cia Tién gia. Phat chil tuong trung c6 phap cia Tién
dao.

- Sach Xuan Thu: 14 quyén lich su do e Khéng T
soan ra, trong dé ham suc hoc ghuyét dao Nho cua Ngai.
Sach Xuan Thu tugng trung c6 phap cua Thanh dao.

Pao Cao Dai dung hinh anh C6 phap Tam gido dé néu lén
ton chi “Tam gido qui nguyén”.

44. Dao Cao Dai c6 phép bi tich khong?

- "Bi" ¢6 nghia 14 kin d4o, co tinh chat huyén nhiém
va khong pho truyén rong rai.

- "Tich" 1a d4u tich, & day c6 nghia la mot tac dong
cua nguoi lam phép c6 anh hudng quan trong trén nguoi
tho nhan.

Phep bi tich (sacrement) duoc Thiéng Liéng bi truyén cho
nhiing vi c0 sir mang cam gitr bi phap cia Dirc Chi Tén dé
ctru roi nhan sanh. ROi vé sau vi nay truyen sang vi khac
tryc tiép bang 15i néi chir khong dugc viét thanh van. Trong
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bai bao Tam Ky Pho Do CQ tat ca 12 phép bi tich dé do
sanh lan do tir va moi phép déu co kinh riéng:

1. Phep giai oan: Phep nay dung cho nguoi moi nhap
mon cau dao.

2. Phép tam thanh: Dung cho tré so sinh tir mot thang
trg 1€n.

3. Phép giai bénh: Dung cho nguoi bénh nang c6 tam
nguyén an nin hdi cai moi 15i 1am dé giai bot nghiép than.

4. Phép vinh sanh: Phép nay ap dung cho nguo1 maéi
trir tran, lac sdp tan liém, vi chtc sic dén lam phép xac.
Phép nay d6 cho nguoi tin d6 an chay tir 10 ngay tr¢ 1én,
dugc siéu thoat vao cdi thiéng liéng hang song vinh vién.

5. Phep doan nghiét: Phep nay gitp cho nguoi tin
d6 ltc 1am chung, hap héi khoi bi vat va day vo thé xac hay
hoang loan tinh thdn do oan nghiét nhiéu doi.

6. Phép tuyét tran: Dung cho ngudi con mé luyén
tran ai, lc 1am chung bdc 10 sy ti€c nudi vg, con, tai san...
than thirc khong chiu lia thé xac, rén xiét, than thd kéo dai.
Vi chure sac s€ cho dao hiru doc bai kinh "sam tinh mé hon"
dé an Ui, gidc ngd nguoi nay trude khi lam phép tuyét tran
dé linh hon thoat xac nhe nhang.

7. Phép trin than: Tran 1a d3t vao, than 1 than luc.
Phép nay dung dé bao v€ cac doi tuong dudi quyén luc
thiéng liéng, tranh khoi d&nh hudng xau cua ta khi, ta than.
Vi du:

- Trén than vao noi tho phuong, tuong tho.

- Tran than vao nha méi cit.

- Tran than vao phong ngii ciia ngudi bi ma qui am.
- Tran than vao dao phuc, khan y cac chuc sic.

- Trén than vao quan tai hay huyét...
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8. Phép hon phoi: (khong bat budc) — Do tan hon
phai c6 du diéu kién ddc biét mdi duge thuce hién phép nay.

9. Phép dai x4 - tiéu x4: do vi chirc sic cao cép nhut
cua Hoi Thanh thay mat Buc Chi Ton ban phude lanh hay
lam ¢ xa tdi cho mdt ca nhan hay mot tap thé.

~10. Phép giai kh6: Dung cho ngudi gip qua nhiéu
kho nan, tai wvong.

Trudce khi lam phép, vi chire sdc s& giang cho ‘duong sy lugt
nhan qua, phai biét sam hdi, doc kinh ctru khd va kinh Cam

Ung.

11. Phép khai khiéu: Dung cho dong tir hay doc gia
mai tap hay cho tré em t61 da, hoac nguoi bat dinh tam hon.

12. Phép diém dao: do chan su tai thé hodc do céc
bang Thiéng Liéng diém hoda cho ngudi moén d6 dugc budc
vao thién dao giai thoat.

45. Co but Cao Dai la gi — dwoe thye hién nhw thé nao?

Co but trong dao Cao Dai la phuong phap thong cong gitra
cac Dang Thiéng Liéng trong c6i v6 hinh va chire sac Hoi
Thanh tai thé gian. Ttc 1a giira Bat Quai bai va Cuu Trung
bai qua trung gian Hiép Thién Pai bang phuong tién co
bat.

- Co 12‘1‘ dung cu dac bi¢t dé mot hoac hai déng tu
(song dong) cam, nuwong vao do viét ra thanh ngon khi tiép
dién thiéng liéng.

- But 1a loai dung cu khéc tya nhu céy viét. Béng tor
dung co goi 1a "thu co", dung but goi 1a "chap but".
C6 khi ngudi dong tir (medium) vira thu co, vira xuat khau
nod1 161 nodi cua thiéng liéng qua linh dién goi 1a thanh ngdn.
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Déng tur 1a nguoi tho bam kha nang dac biét tiép nhan duoc
linh dién tir ¢61 vo hinh khi da ngo6i yén, dinh than trong
mot moi truong thanh tinh.

Nguoi dong tir phai song that thanh khlet khong két hon va
thudng xuyén thién dinh méi c6 thé tiép nhan dién thiéng
liéng tron ven.

B6 phin cau co but thudc Hiép Thién Dai, ¢6 nhitng nguyén
tac rat nghiém can phai thuc hién day du khi cau co but.

Co but 1a mot phuwong phap thong linh ma phuong Tay goi
la "spiritisme".

V. GIAO LY CAN BAN

46. Giao ly Cao DPai dua trén cin ban nao?

Gido ly Cao bai xay dung dua trén hai nguyén ly can ban
la:

1. Thién dia van vat d@)ng nhat thé: Troi dat van vat
c6 cung mot ban thé.

2. Nhat bon tan van thu, van thi qui nhat bon: Mot
gbc phan tan ra van hinh thirc (sai bi€t), van hinh thirc (sai
biét) quay vé mét gdc.

- Tur nguyén 1y thr nhtt, gido ly Cao Pai quan ni€ém Troi
va Nguoi ¢6 cling ban thé, co thé tuong thong twong tng va
hiép nhut duwoc. Nén Ptic Thuong Pé day:"Thay la cac
con, cac con la Thay".

Ké dén chung sanh ciing dong ban thé nén phai
thwong yéu nhau, nhét 13 giita ngudi v6i nguoi phai xem
nhau nhu anh em mot Cha, ttr d6 phai thyc hién muc dich
dai dong nhan loai.



Cao Pai Van Pép | 135

-Ttr nguyén ly thir hai, giao ly Cao Dai quan niém vi try la
mot truong tién hoa co khoi diém tir ban thé Pai Linh
Quang, tirc Thuong pé, phong phat cac diém linh quang
tiém tang trong van loai dé tién hoa tir khoang san, dén thao
moc, thi cam, dén con nguoi. ROi tir con nguoi dén cac bac
Thiéng liéng Than Thanh Tién Phat dé tré vé hiép nhat voi
Thuong Dé.

Do d6 ctru canh ctia con nguoi 12 tién hoa tré vé véi
Thuong D¢, tire ngudn gbe cia minh ma ciing 1a ciia vii tru.
Mudn thé, con ngudi phai biét tu cong lap dirc dé hoan hao
hoa ban than dén muc chi chon chi thién. Gido 1y Cao Dai
goi d6 1 "Phan bdn hoan nguyén".

47. Pite tin vé Thuwong Pé ciia ngudi Cao Pai ra sao?

Nguoi tin d6 Cao Pai tron tin Thugng Pé 1a Chua té can
khon vii try, 1a Cha chung cua mudn vét.

Ngai 1a ngdi Thai Cuc, néi theo nghia Thuong Dé V6 Nga
va 1a Ngoc Hoang Thugng Dé theo nghia Thugng Dé hiru
nga.

Tuy theo tung thoi ky trong lich st nhan loai, Btirc Thuong
Pé giao st mang cho cic Pang Gido T6 giang pham md
dao dé "g1d0 dan vi thién".

Dén thoi nay 1a Tam Ky Pho D, chinh Ngai giang dién linh
xudng cdi thé gian thanh lap Pai Pao Tam Ky Pho Do dé
ctru rdi nhan loai, xy dung doi Thanh dirc. Trong Tam Ky
Phd Do, Pirc Thuong Dé vira 1a Pang Gido Chu vira 1a Cha
vira 1a Thay ctia chiing sanh, Ngai cho phép tat ca cac Pang
trén cdi Thién dinh cung véi Ngai dén cdi tran mé co tan
d6 ky mat kiép.
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48. Xin giai thich thém vé Thwong Pé Vo ngi va Thuong
Dé Hiru nga.

Giéo 1y cia Bao Cao bai dung hop cd hai quan niém nay.

Khi néi vé Thuong Dé vo nga 1a ndi vé nguyén dong luc
phat sinh can khon thé gidi, 14 co nguyén hinh thanh, bién
hoa va van hanh vii try. Theo Pao Hoc, Thuong Pé vo nga
1a nguyén 1y sinh hoa, hay diét, bao t6n cua vil try, trong
qui luat van dong Am Duong.

Khi noi vé Thugng Dé hitu ngi 13 néi vé chir thé tuyét doi,
tire 12 Pang Téi Cao, c6 quyén hanh t6i thuong, thong tri
ca muédn loai, Ngai chuéng quan ca can khon thé gidi.
Khai niém hitu ngéd nghiéng vé khuynh hudng sung tin, khai
ni¢m vo6 ngd nghiéng vé khuynh huong triét hoc déu dan
dén duc tin noi Thuong DE.

49. Xin cho biét Vii tru quan Cao Dai?

Gi4o ly Cao Dai cho rang vii tru nguyén so 1a khong gian
V6 Cuc. Tur ban thé V6 Cuc phat sinh mot nguyén ly va
mot nguyén khi ngung két nhau thanh mot khéi tinh quang.

Khéi dy n6 tung ra lam phat sinh Thai Cyc Dai Linh Quang;
Thai Cuc “lay co thé Am duong ma phan thanh bién truogc,
lam may dong tinh dé gom ty cai Khi Hu V6 ding héa
sanh muon loai van vat”.®

bo 1a co sinh hoa, tiép theo 1a co tién hoa cua van vat, vi
van vat tho bam ban thé Linh Quang s¢€ tién hoa trd vé hi¢p

% Hu V6: T khi Hu V6 hay Tién Thién khi thudc vé Ban thé cua vii tru hay
nguyén khi cua van vat.

8 Pgi Thira Chon Gido song ngit Viét Phap, muc Vi Tru’, Chiéu
Minh Ban, 1950, tr-410.
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voi Dai Linh Quang theo qui luat "nhut bdn tan van thu,
van tht qui nhtt bon". 8

50. Pai Linh Quang, Tiéu Linh quang 1a gi?

Pay la nhitng khai niém dac thu cua Cao DPai Gido. Nhu
trén da no1, van vat phat sinh tir Thai Cyc. Thai Cuc 1a Dai
Linh Quang theo nghia ban thé dong thoi 13 ban cin ciia van
vat. Con trong ¥ nghia tdm linh, d6 13 khéi Dai Nguyén
Than cua toan ca vii tru. Mdi con ngudi déu tho bAm mot
diém Tiéu linh quang c6 cung ban tinh, ban chat véi Dai
Linh Quang, nén con goi la diém nguyén than chiét xuat tir
DPai Linh Quang.

Tu luyén la cach con nguoi ty vet tan man vo minh bao phu
dé lam sang t6 di€ém nguyén than ay. Nho do, khi thoat xéc,
Ti€u linh quang s€ hdi nhap tr¢ lai cung Pai Linh Quang.

Theo Cao Dai, trong chu trinh tién hoa cua vii try, van vat
tién hda dan dan 1én dén hang nhan loai maé1 ¢6 du tam hon
1a sanh hon, gidc hon va linh hon dé tu luyén giai thoat.

51. Tan phap Cao bai la gi?

Tan phap Cao Dai 1a phap mon tu hanh dugc Btic Thuong
Pé truyén day cho tin do trong Dai Bao Tam Ky Pho Po.
Tt khi 1ap Dao Cao Dai vao dau thé ky nay, Tan phap co
tinh chat don gian hon cac phap mén tu luyén xua nay, dong
thoi tong hop can ban Tam gido dao (Nho -Thich - L&0),
gitip cho ngudi tu dé dang thyc hanh tir thap 1én cao dén
mirc giai thoat. C6 thé ndi Tan phap Cao Dai la phap mon
thich hop thoi ha nguon nay dé tan do chiing sanh.

Vé mit thyc hanh: Tan phap dua trén cin ban Tam cong dé
rén luyén than tam - tdnh mang.

61 Dai Thita Chon Gido song ngit Viét Phap, muc “Tién Thién Co
Ngau’, Chiéu Minh Pan, 1950, tr-276.
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52. Pic nhirt 1a gi?

Nhut 1a 1€ Mot, 1a Chan ly chung ctia van su van vat. Pic
nhut la duge Mot, 1a ty thay dong nhat véi Vi try, tuong
ung tuong hoa véi moi doi tuong chung quanh.

Dic nhit trén muc dich huéng vé ngudn gdc vil tru 13 hiép
nhut duge voi Thugng BE Pai Linh Quang.

Dac nhirt trén muc tiéu gidi thoat la dat dén tam vo phan
biét, xem minh la moi ngudi, moi nguoi 1a minh.

Pic nhut trén phuong dién tu hanh 14 kién nhan tri thi hanh
dao khong ngung vdi mot duc tin duy nhut, véi mot phap
mon duy nhut, tire 14 véi tam chuyén nhut.

Pic nhut gitta cac ton gido 1a khong ky thi ton gido khac,
khong ty ton ton gido minh, ma phai tén trong tit ca ton
gi4o trén tinh than van gido nhit Iy. Cudi cung Dac Nhut 14
dat bao.

53. Phan bon hoan nguyén la gi?

Phan 14 quay lai, hoan 1a trd vé.

Theo gido 1y Cao Pai, Tiéu linh ‘quang dugc phong phat ra
tor Dai Linh Quang (Thuong De) thé nhap vao van vat dé
dan dan tién hoa lau doi nhiéu kiép méi den dia vi lam
nguoi. Con nguoi sé tiép tuc con duong tién hoa trén giai
doan cudi cung dé quay vé voi ngudn goc khéi nguyén la
Thuong DPé Pai Linh Quang. Su quay vé d6 goi 13 "phan
bon hoan nguyén", 14 nhap Niét ban hay dac Dao.

Nhung dé tré vé v6i Thuong BE, véi Troi, con nguoi phai
tu hanh dé Thién tinh noi ngudi ngay cang sang to dén mirc
hoan toan nhu Troi.

Vay "phan bon hoan nguyén" 1a dat dén diém tién hoa sau
cung, chtr khong phai quay tré lai khoi diém luan hoi.
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54. Tién Thién - Hau Thién la gi?
Tién Thién - Hau Thién nghia den 14 trudc troi dit va sau
troi dat.
Trude Troi dét 1a trude khi c6 vil try van vat. Sau troi dat
la sau khi vii tru van vat duogc bién sanh.
Theo vii tru quan "V6 Cuc - Thai Cuc - Am Duong" thi
Tién Thién la ban chat cua vii tru nguyén so thugc vé ban
thé V6 Cuc - Thai Cuc. Con Hau Thién la ban chat cua van
vat do am duong tuong hi¢p ma thanh.

Tién thién thi v6 sanh bét diét

Hau thién thi c6 sinh c6 diét
Tu hanh 14 qua trinh thanh loc than tdm dé hap thy nhiing
gi thugc v€ Tién Thién va tu chuyén hoa tdm linh tr¢ vé ban
chat Tién Thién, nghia la tr pham thanh Thanh.

55. Cao Dai quan ni¢m ve linh hon nhu theé nao?

Cao Dai quan ni¢m thao mdc c6 sanh hon, thi cam c6 thém
giac hon va con nguoi c6 du sanh hon, gidc hon va thém
linh hon.

Linh hdn thudc vé tdm linh v6 hinh hiép voi thé xac tao nén
su song. Thé xac s€ hoai di€t khi con nguo1i chét, nhung linh
hon ton tai va ti€p tuc luan hoi dé song vao kiép khac.

Con ngudi tién hoa do noi linh hdn tién hoa.

Nhirng biéu hién cta linh hon gdm c¢6 Tam, Tanh, Than.
Tanh 13 linh hon dat dén phdm chit sang sudt nhat, con than
la pham chat linh di¢u nhat. Chi c¢6 bac dac dao médi "kién
tanh", mai1 phat huy day du "chon than".
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56. Nhan dao l1a gi?

Nhan dao 1a dao lam ngudi. Thyc hanh nhan dao 1a lam tron
bon phan d6i véi ban than, di v6i gia dinh va xa hoi. Gido
ly Cao Dai day tin do tu nhan dao trén cin ban Nhan - Nghia
- L& - Tri - Tin va Trung Hiéu.

Phai 1am tron Nhan dao trong giai doan nhap thé méi c6 thé
budc qua giai doan xuat thé tu dao giai thoat, phé€ tran hanh
dao, goi 1a thuc hanh Thién dao.

57. Thién dao l1a gi?
Thién dao la dwong 16i tu giai thoat d¢ khong con phai luan
hoi sanh tr nita. Muon hanh Thién dao phai:

- An chay it nhit 10 ngady mot thang, t6t nhat 1a
truong trai.

- Dut tinh duc.
- Cau hoc dao phép thién dinh.

D6 13 nhitng diéu kién dé tho phap cong phu tinh luyén.
Nhung gido 1y Cao Pai day tin d6 luén luén hanh di Tam
cong dé nguoi tu dé dat dao giai thoat. Cho nén khi bude
vao Thién dao, phai rén luyén tdm hanh dai thtra. Ttrc phai
c6 tam thanh tinh, dut long ham muén, phai c6 hanh bo tat,
bao dung ctru d moi ngudi. Cho nén cac hang hudéng dao
trong Pai Pao Tam Ky Ph6 Do mic nhién co st mang goi
la St Mang DPai Thira mdt khi da cau tu Thién dao.

58.Tai sao goi 1a “Tam ky pho d$”?

“Tam Ky Pho Do” 1a pho do ky thir ba. Sau ky thar nhut
(Nhiit ky phd d6) va ky thar hai (Nhi ky phd do).

Gi4o 1y Cao Dai day rang, trong subt lich st nhan loai, Dtrc
Thuong Bé ludn ludn tir bi ctiru d§ chung sanh nén ting sai
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nhing bic st gia ctia Ngai dén tran gian mé Dao, tip trung
vao ba thoi ky:

Nhut ky phd d6 : vao cubi Thuong nguon, c6 vua
Phuc Hy (2852 —2737 TTL) va vua Pai V& (2205 — 2197
TTL) & Trung Qudc 1an luot phat minh ra Ha P4, Bat Quai,
Lac Thu lam nén tang dao 1y ma sau ndy Van Vuong ( sinh
1258 TTL) va Chu Coéng (?-1105 TTL) viét thanh Kinh
Dich, day cd Nhan dao va Thién dao. B6 1a nhitng bac
Thanh nhan khai hoa dan sanh, dan tri va dan dtec.

Ciing trong thoi Nhirt Ky nay, tai xt Palestine ving Ty A,
vao khoang nam 1300 TTL, Thanh Moise xuat hién, diu dat
dan Do Thai lanh nan, Ngai da lén nti Sinai thong cong véi
Ptic Chua Troi, duge Chia truyén Mudi diéu ran dé diu dat
cho dan Ngai.

Nhi ky pho d6: vao cudi Trung nguon, nhiéu tén
gido xuat hién lap thanh Nhi ky phd d6 trong 6 thé ky
truéc Tay Lich va 6 thé ky sau Tay Lich nhu:

- Ptrc Thich Ca sinh nam 560 truéc Tay Lich tai An Do
sang lap Phat gido.

- buc Khong Tur sinh nim 551 trudce Tay Lich tai Trung
Quoc xay dung Nho gido.

- Puc Lio Tu sinh cung thoi v6i Ptic Khong Tir tai Trung
Quoc, viet bd Bao Buc Kinh rat tham di¢u, dugc ton 1a Gido
chu Lao gido.

- Ptic Jésus Christ, sinh tai Bethléhem mién Tay A vao dau
Tay lich, xung 1a con Duc Chua Troi1 xudng tran gian clru
chudc nhan loai, 1ap thanh Thién Chia giao.

- Bbtic Mohamet sinh nam 571 sau Tay lich tai La Mecque
nudc A Rap, rao giang kinh Coran, 1dp nén Hoi gido.

Tam Ky phc;)’d(): duoc bt diu vao cudi Ha nguon
khi buc Thugng B¢ khai minh Pai Pao Tam Ky Pho b6
vao nam 1926 tai mién Nam Viét Nam, do chinh Ngai lam
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Gi4o chu vo hinh, dung phép thong linh thdu nhan tin db
qua co but, 1ap ra Cao bai gido....

59. Pai an xa Ky ba la gi?

Theo Thanh gido On Trén day, Plirc Thuong bé mé Pai
Pao Tam Ky Pho Do tirc 1a mé dao ky thir ba tng véi Ha
nguon sau Nhut ky va Nhi ky Phd d6 tmg v6i Thuong
Nguon va Trung Nguon. Vi 1a ky ctru d6 cubi cing ctia chu
ky Tam nguon nén Thugng Dé dai 4n xa cho chung sanh,
hé biét tu thi duge ctru v6t khoi bi sa doa.

Puc Lo To6 6 giang co day: Thoi dai dn xd, ai tu ciing c6
the dwoe ddc qua. Mot viée lam tir thién dit nho nhen dén
mdy di nita ciing la viéc thién va dwgc ghi ¢ hé so 3.2

Do d6 phap mén tu luyén ky nay duoc truyén day rong rai
hon céc ky truée. Pao phap ciing duoc gian luoc va dé hoc
d& hanh hon. Nhut la ddi véi ngudi chi tdm céu dao, du
chua dic qua tai thé, sau khi liéu dao s& duoc an x4 tiép tuc
tu luyén & cdi vo hinh cho dén khi déc vi, khoi luan hoi. Do
1a nhitng dac 4n hi hitu chi ¢6 trong ky ba mat kiép, nén goi
la "Pai an x4 ky ba".

60. Ha nguon mat kiép 1a gi?
Theo gido ly Cao Dai, lich st nhan loai dugc chia lam ba

thoi ky hay tam nguon: Thugng nguon - Trung nguon - Ha
nguon.

Thuong nguon: tirc thoi Thuong cb. Dic diém chung
cua loai nguoi thoi nay 1a song hon nhién chan that.

Trung nguon: twong duwong vai thdi Trung cb. Pic
diém chung ciia thoi ndy 1a chién tranh 4c liét tir noi bo dén
nhiéu quéc gia. Con ngudi ngay cang dau tranh dir doi do
tham lam va héan thu.

62 Co Quan Phd Thong Gido Ly Dai Pao, dan co ngay 14.2.1972.
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Ha nguon: trong duong voi thoi can kim va hién dai,
cung nhiing thé ky tlep theo sau nay. Day 1a thoi ky khoa
hoc k¥ thuat phat trlen ngay cang cao do, nho do nhiéu nuée
tién tién c6 doi sdng ngdy cang van minh tién bo. Nhung
cling tir cac phat minh khoa hoc k¥ thuat ma con ngudi ché
tao nhiéu vii khi cuc ky loi hai, giy ra nhiéu cudc chién
tranh tan khdc. D6 13 hau qua cua su phat trién khong can
ddi gilra van minh vat cht va dao durc tinh than, de doa huy
diét toan thé gidi. Do vy ha nguon con goi 1a "Ha nguon
mat kiép".

61. Xin cho biét Nhan sinh quan Cao Dai.

Truéc hét Cao Dai quan ni¢m thé gian vua la mdt hoc
duong vira 1a noi dé 1ap cong bodi dirc ngd hau tién hoa thém
hon. Pirc Chi Ton c6 day "thé gian 1a mot trudng thi cong
qua"® trong ¥ nghia do.

Vay nguoi tin 46 Cao Pai khong duoc yém thé hay phu
nhan cudc song giita x4 hoi. Nguoc lai phai song hoa nhap
v6i doi lam tron cac boén phan ddi v6i ban than, gia dinh va
xa hoi dat nudce, trudce khi va trong khi budc sang giai doan
cau tu giai thoat.

Trong moi quan hé gia dinh va xa hoi - dat nude, tin d6 Cao
Pai thuc hanh Nhon dao Khong gido dé song c6 dao dic.
Ciing tir 40, tin dd Cao Pai rat kinh trong, ton thd 6ng ba to
tién cha me cling nhu nhitng vi anh hung dan tdc da qua
véng.

8 Thanh Ngén Hiép Tuyén, .1, Tay Ninh, 1973, tr. 34, dan co ngay
26 thang 6 nam Binh Dan (4.8.1926).
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62. Vay Cao Dai quan niém vé ly twéng cudc song con
nguoi ra sao?

bao Cao Dai néu 1én mot xa hoi loai nguoi ly tuong la xa
hoi nhan hoa thanh duc: bao gdm céac yéu t6 nhan ban, an
lac va tién bo.

Dtrc Chi Tén c6 day:"Ngay nao cac con con thdy mot diéu
bat binh & doi thi Dao chua thanh vay".%*

Do do, Cao Dai phai 1a mdt ton gido vi nhan sanh, nham
xay dung cd1 do1 hoan thién, thé gidi dai dong, binh dang.

63. C6 thé n6i Cao Pai 1a mot ton gido nhan ban?

bung vay, Cao DPai quan niém: Ton gido va chiing sanh la
At 65
mot.

"Gido Iy Cao Dai khéng nhat thiét chi bio nguwoi
doi di tim hanh phuc trong coi hw vo vinh curu,
chon Niét Ban cuc lac trong khi nhan sanh con
nghéo déi, bénh tat, dot nat, ky thi, ré chia,
nguoi béc 1ot ngueoi... "

Mot doan thanh ngon khac khang dinh dudng 16i nhan ban
cua ton giao Cao Pai:
"Ddu & bat cik lanh viee hay hoan canh quoc thd
nao, doi song tam linh ciing phai tya vao nhan

84 Thdanh Ngon Hiép Tuyén, q. 1, Tay Ninh, 1973, tr. 105, dan co ngay
15.4.1927.

8 Thanh Ngén Hiép Tuyén, q. 1, Tay Ninh, 1973, tr. 116, dan co ngay
mung 01 thang Giéng Dinh Mao (01-02-1927): Cdc con biét Thay la
trong thi biét trong Pao, ma hé trong Pao thi ciing phdi trong cd
chiing sanh.

8 Pirc Quan Am Bd Tat, dan co tai Vinh Nguyén Tu ngay
25.1.1974.



Cao Pai Vin Dép | 145

ban. Co nhu vay, dao ly ton giao moi khong roi
vao cho méng lung huyén nga."®’

VI. CACH THUC TU HANH VA GIU PAO
CUA NGUOI TiN HUU CAO PAI?

64. Cach tu hanh cia nguoi tin hitu Cao Dai ra sao?

Ciing nhu cac ton gido khac, Pao Cao Dai c6 nhiing tin d6
thudng va nhitng bac xuat gia hién than hanh dao noi cac
Thanh That hay Toa Thanh.

Nguoi tin ¢ nhap mén cau dao phai gitt Ngii gioi cam, Twr
dai diéu qui®® voi bude dau dn chay 6 ngay rdi 10 ngay dé
tién dan dén truong chay. Trong khi 6 dan dan thyc hanh
cong qua, cong trinh, cong phu, tir mirc d6 dé tién 1én nhiing
muc do kho hon, cao hon dé hoan thién béan than.

65. Tam cong la gi?

Tam cong gom:

- Cong qua la nhiing viéc thi¢n giup do1 giup dao
bang cach cong hién s nang sé hiru ciia minh.

- Cong trinh 1a sy rén luyén nhimg dtrc tanh tot, sy
cO gang dat bo nhiing théi hu tat xau, su kién tri tu hoc dé
hoan thién hoa ban than.

-Cong phu budc dau 1a sy cang kinh tr thoi, qua do
nguoi tin do tap gitt tdm thanh tinh, tp trung tinh than giao
cam véi cac Pang Thiéng Liéng. Khi dugc tho phap hoc

87 Plrc Lé Dai Tién, Thanh Gido Swu Tdp, Co Quan Phd Thong Gido
Ly Pai Bao 1970-71, tr. 24, dan co dém 14 rang 15 thang 2 nam
Canh Tuét (21.3.1970).

68 Xin tham khao phan Phu Luc.
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thién rdi thi céng phu 1a qua trinh tu luyén thin tAim bang
phap mon thién dinh hau dat dén su giai thoat.

66. Nguoi tin dd Cao Pai iin chay nhwr thé nao?

Su an chay theo dao Cao Dai cling nhu Phat gido 1a nham
gilr gi61 "bat sat sanh"; hon nira con c6 y nghia thanh khiét
hoa than tam con nguoi.

Tin d6 bit budc dn chay it nhirt 6 ngay mdi thang, roi ting
1én 10 ngay cho dén luc truong chay.

An chay tirc 1a hoan toan dung thurc an thuc vat, khong dung
bét clr san pham dong vat nao, di nho hay 16n. Nguoi tu
dén bac dai thira con kiéng clr ca cac gia vi nhu hanh, he,
ki€u, té1, nén va bo sura dong vat.

An chay khong nhut thiét phai qua khic khé ma van chu
trong su dinh dudng day du dé co thé dugc khoe manh, tinh
than sang su6t moi du stc di tron con duong tu hoc hanh
dao.

67. Thé nao la "tw d¢ - do tha"?

Tu d6 do tha 1a phuong cham "liy lira moi lira" cua Tam
Ky Ph6 Do dé tao thanh mot mang ludi gidc ngod dan dan
téa rong kha‘ip nhan loai. Ty do 13 ty minh tu tién, tu hoan
thién dé cau giai thoat. Nhung mot trong nhiing diéu kién
giai thoat 1a phai lap du cong duc bang cach do cho nguoi
khac biét tu hanh nhu minh, goi 12 do tha.

Pao Cao Dai khuyén khich mot ngudi do it nhit mudi hai
ngudi, va cir thé nhan 16n thi s6 nguoi gidc ngd sé ting gip
boi. Ty do - do tha tuong duong "Bo tat hanh" trong gido
1y nha Phat. Bao Cao Pai quan niém "d¢ tha" chrflng nhitng
la cong qua ma con la st mang, nhut 1a ddi véi nhiing bac
huéng dao tu dén cap dai thira. P6 1a S&r mang "Thé thién
hanh hoa", thay Troi gido héa nhan sanh dé 1ap doi thanh
dtrc thién luong, nén con goi la st mang dai thura.
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68. Sinh hoat hing ngay ciia nguwdi tin hitu Cao Pai nhw
thé nao?

Vé ph:fm dao: dang 1& va doc kinh tir thdi truée Thién ban
(bon lan mot ngay: 5 gio, 11 gio, 17 gio, 23 gio).

Hanh 18 tai Thanh That mot thang 2 1an: ngay méng
mot, ngay 15 am lich (ngay Soc, ngay Vong) Ngoai ra hang
ngay can doc thanh ngén hién truyén, tim hiéu gido ly dé
tinh tan trén dudng dao durc.

Nhitng nguoi da hoc dao phap, tap thién thi hang
ngay tinh tr thot.

Hon ntra, tuy hoan canh, nguoi tin hiru cé thé tu
nguyén lanh cac cong qua phuc vu dao va nhon sanh hay
tuong trg dong dao, giup dd ngudi than nhitng lic quan hon
tang te.

Vé ph:;in doi: sinh hoat binh thuong nhu moi nguoi, lam
tron bon phan trong gia dinh, xa hoi, dat nudc. Sinh ké phai
chon nhitng nghé luvong thién.

69. Luit dao Cao Dai qui dinh vé hon phdi ra sao?

Theo Thé Lut ctia Pao Cao Dai, tir diéu thir 6 dén diéu thu
10 c6 qui dinh vé hon phoi nhu sau:

Diéu tha sau: Viéc hén la viée rat trong trong doi
nguoi. Phdi chon hén trong nguoi dong dao, trir ra kKhi nao
nguoi ngoai ung thudn nhdp mon thi moi ket lam giai ngadu.
(xin xem thém phan The¢ luat).

Diéu tht bay: Tdm ngay truede 1é sinh, chii hén trai
phdi dan bo cao noi Thanh That so tai cho bon dao hay,
sau khoi diéu trac tro.

Diéu tht tm: Lam [é sinh roi, hai dang trai va gdi
phai den Thanh That ma cau lé chitng hon.
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Diéu thir chin: Cam nguoi trong dao, tir ngay ban
hanh ludt nay vé sau khéng dwoc cuoi hdu thiép. Riii ¢
chich 16 giita duong thi dwoc chdp néi.

Thodng nhuw phu nit kia khéng con néi hdu thi Thay ciing
rong cho dang phép cudi thiep song chinh minh chanh thé
dirng cuoi moi dang.

, Diéu ther muot: True ra o nguoi ngogi tinh hay la
that hiéu voi cong co, vo chong nguoi dao khong dwoc dé
bo nhau.

70. Tang 1€ theo Cao Pai dwoc to chire nhw thé nao?

- Khi nguoi tin QS sép liéu dao, gia dinh cung dong
dao doc Bai kinh luc hap hoi ’dé tro luc cho linh hon thoat
xac nhe nhang. Mot vi chire sac s€ 1am phép bi tich luc nay
(Phép doan nghiét, chi 4p dung cho nguoi an chay 10 ngay
moi thang trd 1€n).

- L& tan liém c6 doc bai Kinh tan liém.

Mot vi chire sac s& 1am phép bi tich (Phép xac hay Phép
Vinh Sanh) luc nhép quan.

- Tan liém xong tri linh sang (dét ban tho) 10i dén 18
phat tang cho tang quyén.

- Khi chua an tang, mdi ngay tir thoi déu phai doc
kinh cau si€u cho nguoi qua vang trude Thién ban va than
quyén cing com trude linh sang.

- Truéc khi di quan di an tang, tang quyén dén lam
1€ trude linh sang, dong dao doc bai Kinh dong quan.

- Luc di quan, doc Kinh dua linh.

- Tai huyét, vi chirc sac s& 1am bi tich trin than trong
khi dong dao doc kinh ha rong.

- K& dén 1a Kinh tir gia mo phan.

- Kinh ruéc linh vé nha.
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- Pén nha doc Kinh an linh sang.

- Tr day vé sau, Ban 1& ctia Thanh That s& dén cing
ctru, ctr 9 ngay mot 1an ké tir ngdy qui lidu, tong cong 9 ctru
tirc 81 ngay (ap dung cho nguoi an chay 10 ngay/ mot thang
tro 1én).

- 200 ngay sau ctru cudi (chung ciru) cung 1& Tiéu
Tuong.

- 300 ngay sau Tiéu Tuong cing 18 Pai Tudng.

- Sau Dai Tuong, gia quyén cung gid hang nim vao
ngay licu dao.

D061 voi cac chuce sac, tang 1€ c6 nghi thirc riéng.

71. Nguéi tin dd Cao Pai tho cling to tién 6ng ba cha me
qua vang nhu theé nao?

Nguoi tin d6 Cao Pai thd cliing ong ba cha me theo truyén
thong Nho gido goi la gilt dao Hiéu, dé to long bi€t on va
ton kinh tién nhan tong to.

Trong mdi gia dinh tin d6, ngoai Thién ban thd Pic
Thuong Dé & noi trang trong nhat, con ¢ cac ban thd ong
ba, cha me (da qua vang).

Trén mdi ban the co dit bai vi, ghi rd tén ho ngay thang qua
vang clia 6ng ba hay cha me va di anh cua cac vi ay. Ngoai
ra toi thiéu phai c6 mot binh huong (nhang), day dii hon thi
c¢6 cap chan dén va lu dong.

Hang ngdy, con chau thap nhang trén ban thy dé luén luon
tudng nhé nguoi qué vang.

Ngay gid thi gia dinh dang ciing hoa qua va thtrc in twom
tat (Giao ly Cao Dai khuyén chi cling chay). ROi hét thay
con chau 16n trudc nho sau dong ra thi 18 bai lay... Sau d6
cung nhau xum vdy ding com chung trong tinh rudt thit
d6ng huyét thong.
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72. Khi nao nguoi tin hitu Cao Dai ¢6 thé phé doi hanh
dao?

Thong thuong khi nguoi tin htru khong con bi rang budc
boi cac bon phan ddi voi gia dinh va x3 hoi, co thé ty
nguyén phé doi dén o tai Thanh That hay Toa Thanh dé tu
hanh 1ap cong bdi dirc. Hau hét nhitng vi nay da dén tudi
huu tri.

Tuy nhién, nhitng nguoi tudi tré cling c6 thé ty nguyén hién
than hanh dao, xuat gia vao & mot Thanh That dé lanh phan
su va tu hanh tron doi.
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PHU LUC
PHAP CHANH TRUYEN®

GIAO TONG nghla la anh cd cac con, co quyén thay mat
Thay ma diu dat cac con trén duong dao va dwong doi.
N6 ¢6 quyén vé phan xdc ché khéng cé quyén vé phan
hon. N6 ddang phép thong cong cung Tam thdp luc thién
va That thdp nhi dia ddng cdu réi cho cdc con, nghe a!
Chu mon dé tuan mang.

CHUONG PHAP ciia ba phdi la Pao, Nho, Thich. Phép
lugt Tam Gido tuy phan bi¢t nhau song truéc mat T hay
von coi nhw mét. Chiing né cé quyén xem xét ludt l¢ trong
budi thi hanh hodc la noi Gido Tong chuyen xuéng, hay
la Dau Sw ddng 1én. Nhw hai dang chang tudn thi chiing
né phdi dang lén cho Hé Phdp dén Hiép Thién Pai ma
cau Thay sira lai hay la tiy ¥ ma lap ludt lai. Viy ching
né cé quyén xem xét kinh dién trude khi phé théng. Nhe
thang co kinh ludt chi lam hai phong hoa thi chung no
phdi trir b6 chang cho xudt ban. Budc ca tin dé phdi vira
swe ma hanh sy truwoc mat luat doi. T hdy khuyén cac con
ran xim nhau ma gitip chiing né. Moi Chuéng Phdp cé
an riéng. Ba dn phdi ¢é di trén méi ludt méi dang thi
hanh. Chu mon dé tuan mang.

PAU SU ¢6 quyén cai tri phan dao va phan doi ciia chir
mon dé. No dang quyen lap ludt, song phai dang lén cho
Gido Téng phé chudn. Ludt 1é dy phdi xem xét mot cdch
nghiém ngat, coi phdi co ich cho nhdn sanh chang. Giao
Tong buoc phai giao cho Chuong Phap xét nét truoc khi

8 Thanh Ngén Hiép Tuyén, g.1, Toa Thanh Tay Ninh, 1973, dan co ngay 16
théng 10 nam Binh Dén (20.11.1926).
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phé chudn. Ching né phdi tudn linh Gido Téng, lam y
nhw luat ¢ Giao Tong truyén day. Nhu thang co luat I¢
nao nghich voi sy sinh hoat cua nhon sanh thi chung no
dwoc phép ndi xin hiy bo. Thdy khuyén cdc con nhu ¢é
diéu chi cdn yéu thi khd ndi xin noi né.

Ba chi hoi khdc, ché quyén lwe nhw nhau. Nhe ludt
1é nao Gido Téng truyén day ma ca ba déu ky tén khong
tuan mang thi ludt I¢ dy phdi tra cho Gido Téng. Gido
Tong truyen linh cho Chuong Phdp xét nét lai. Ching no
¢6 ba cdi dn riéng nhau, moi to gidy chi chi phdi ¢ dn
moi thi hanh, nghe a. Chu mon dé tudn mang.

PHOI SU méi phdi ¢6 muweoi hai ngum cong la ba muoi
sau nguoi. Trong ba muoi sau vi dy c6 ba vi Chanh Phéi
Sw. Ba vi ay dang thé quyén Pau Sw ma hanh su, song
chang quyén cdau phd ludt 16, nghe a...! Chw mén dé tudn
mang.

GIAO SU ¢6 bay muwoi hai nguoi trong moi phdi la hai
muoi bon nguoi. Gido sw la nguoi day dé chie mén dé
trong dwong dao voi dwong doi. Bugc ching nd lo lang
cho cac con nhu anh rugt lo cho em. Ching no cam s6 bo
cia ca tin do. Chiing né phdi cham nom vé sy tang hén
cua m6~i dita. Nhu tai chau thanh Ion thi méi dira dang
quyén cai qudn cung. té Thay nhu the Pau Suva Phéi Si.
Chiing né dang quyén dang so cau ndi vé lugt lelam hai
nhon sanh, hay la cau xin ché giam ludt 1é dy. Ching né
phdi than cdn véi méi mén dé nhw anh em mdt nha can
lo giup do, nghe a ...! Chu mén dé tuan mang.

GIAO HUU la nguoi phé thong chon dao cua T hay.
Chiing no dang quyén xin ché giam ludt 1é dao. Ba ngan
gido hitu chia ra déu maéi phdi la mét ngan, chang nén
ting thém hay giam bot. Chiing né ddang phép hanh 1€ khi
lam chii cdc chiia trong may tinh nho.
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LE SANH la nguoi c¢6 hanh, lya chon trong chw mon d¢
ma hanh 1é. Chiing né dang quyen di khai dan cho méi
tin do. Thay dan cdc con hiéu ré rang Lé Sanh la nguoi
Thdy yéu mén, chdang nén hiép dap ching né. Nhw vao
dang hang Lé Sanh m&i mong budc qua hang chire sdc;
ky dw Thay phong thudng riéng méi di khéi nga dy ma
thoi, nghe a....! Chu moén dé tuan mang.

PAU SU muon lén CHUONG PHAP thi nho ba vi cong
cur nhau.

PHOI SU muén 1én DAU SU thi nhé 36 vi kia cong cit.
GIAO SU muén lén PHOI SU thi nho 72 vi kia xviim nhau
cong Ci.

GIAO HUU muén lén GIAO SU thi nho 3000 vi kia xiim
nhau cong ci.

LE SANH muén lén GIA0 HUU thi nho ca LE SANH xiim
nhau cong cu.

MON BE muon 1én LE SANH thi nho ca mén dé xim
nhau cong cu.

Ky dw Thdy gidng co phong cho nguoi nao thi mdi ra
khoi luat ¢ ay ma thoi.

Con GIAO TONG thi hai phdm CHUONG PHAP va
DPAU SU tranh dang. Song phdi chiu cho toan mén dé
cong cu moi dang, ky du Thay giang co ban thuong moi
ra khoi ludt ¢ ay ma thoi.

Chu mon dé tuan mang!

Thay ban on cho cac con.
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PHAP CHANH TRUYEN

HIEP THIEN PAI™

NGOC HOANG THUONG PE VIET CAO PAI GIAO
PAO NAM PHUONG

Cac con! Ca chuw mon dé kha tuan mang!

Hiép Thién Dai la noi Thdy ngw cam quyén Thiéng Liéng
moi Pao. Hé Pao con thi Hiép Thién Pai vin con.

Thay da néi Ngii Chi Pai Pao bi qui pham 1 vi khi truéc
Thady giao Chdnh gido cho tay pham, cang ngdy cang xa
Chdnh gido ma ldp ra pham gido, nén Thdy nhitt dinh
dén chinh minh Thay dang day dé cho cac con ma thoi,
cho khong chiu giao Chanh giao cho tay pham nita.

Lai nita Hiép thién Pai la noi cia Gido Téng dén thong
cong cung Tam Thdp Luc Thién, Tam Thién Thé Gidi;
Luc Thdp Bat Dia cau, T hap Dién Diéem Cung ma cau
siéu cho ca nhon logi. Thdy dd néi so dung thiéng liéng;
Thdy ciing nén néi sé dung pham tran ciia né nira.

Hiép Thién Pai dwdi quyén Hé Phdp chidng qudn, ti cé
Thuong Sanh, hitu co Thuong Pham. Thdy lai chon Thap
Nhi Thoi Quan chia ra lam ba:

Phan ciia H3 Phép, chieong quyén vé phdp thi:
Hdu la Bao Phap
Puite la Hién Phdp
Nghia la Khai Phap
Trang la Tiép Phadp

™ Thanh Ngén Hiép Tuyén, .1, Toa Thanh Tay Ninh, 1973, dan co ngay 21
thang 1 nam Dinh Mao (13.2.1927).
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Lo bao ho luat do‘:i va lth dao; chcfng ai qua ludt ma
Hiép Thién Dai chang biét.
Thieong Pham thi quyén vé phan Pao, dwdi quyén:

Chwong la Bdao Dao

Twoi la Hién Pao

Dai la Khai Dao

Trong la Tiép Pao

Lo vé phan Pao noi tinh thdt, mdy thanh that, déu xem
soc chw mon dé Thay, binh vuc chang cho ai pham ludt
den khac kho cho dang.

Thirong Sanh thi lo vé phan doi:
Bdo Thé thi Phuéc
Hién Thé: Manh
Khai Thé: Thiu
Tiép Thé: Vinh
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NGU GIOI CAM

H& nhap mon rdi phai trau gidi tanh hanh can gitr Ngi
Gidi Cam la:

NHUT BAT SAT SANH: Chang nén sat hai sanh
vat, 1a khong nén giét chet va cling khong nén danh dép
lam cho dau d6n, rén siét, ching nhimg nguoi v4i cam
tha ma thoi, 14n 14n cling phai gitr dirng sat hai vo ich cho
td1 con trung va thao moc nira.

NHI BAT DU PAO: Cam trom cudp, lay ngang
luong gat cua nguodi, hodc muon vay khong tra,
hodc chira d6 gian, hoac luom léy cua roi, hodc sanh ling
tham ctia quiy, dé y hai cho ngudi ma loi cho minh, cd
bac gian lan.

TAM BAT TA DAM: Cém lay vo ngudi, tha theo
dépg Qiém, xUi giuc ngu’c‘fi, lam loan luan thuong, hodc
thay sac day ling ta, hoac lay 101 gieo tinh hué nguyé¢t.

TU BAT TUU NHUC: Cam say mé ruou thit, an
uong qua do, roi loan tam than, Iam cho nao dong xim
lang, hoac miéng uwdc ruou ngon, bung mo do my
V.

NGU BAT VONG NGU" 1a cAm x4o tra, lao xuoc,
gat gam ngudi, khoe minh, bay 16i ngudi, chuyén quay
nii phai, chuyén phai théu dét ra quay, nhao bang, ché
bai, nii hanh ké khac, x0ii giuc ngudi hon gian, kién thua
xa céch, dn nii 16 mang, tho tuc, chiri ria ngudi, hily bang
ton gido, nii ra khong gitr 101 hura.
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TU PAI PIEU QUI

Budc phai trau gidi dic hanh giir theo Tt Pai Diéu Qui
la:

1. PIEU THU NHUT: Phai tuan 10i day cua bé
trén, chang ‘h() chiu cho buc thap hon diéu do, lay 1€ hia
nguodi. Lo 1am 161 phai an nan chiu thiét.

2. PIEU THU HAI: Ché khoe tai dimng kiéu ngao,
quén minh lam nén cho ngudi. Gitp ngudi nén dao, dung
nhé clru riéng, chd che 14p ngudi hién.

3. PIEU THU BA: Bac tién xuat nhap phan minh,
dung muon vay khong tra. D61 voi trén dudi dung 1on de,
trén day duoi lay 1€, dudi gian trén dung that khiém cung.

4. PIEU THU TU: Trudc mat sau lung ciing dong
moét buc, dung kinh trude roi lai khi sau. Dumg thay dong
dao tranh dua ngdi ma xem khong dé 10i hia giai. Ping
ldy chung lam riéng, ding vu riéng ma bo viéc chung.
Phép luat phai tuan, dimg ldy ¥ riéng ma trai trén dé dudi.
Pung cdy quyén ma yém tai nguoi.

Thay khuyén cdc con ldy tanh vé tw ma hanh dao.

Thay cho cdc con biét triede rang: hé trong quyén thi dt
co trong phat.

Thay ban on cdc con.

BB
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